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The events of the last few years—namely the COVID-19 pandemic—have seen
the world undergo drastic changes. LSU students were forced online for the better
part of that period, and during that time, the school lost a bit of its identity. Many
undergraduates didn’t know how to navigate campus, nor had they ever experienced
a Saturday night in Death Valley with 102,320 of their closest friends.
However, the 2021/22 school year was different. The 2021/22 school year represented
a return to normalcy for so many. Students returned to the beautiful campus on the
banks of the Mississippi in the heart of Baton Rouge and it sparked a movement.
They came back with a hunger to learn, a desire to socialize and a longing to be a
part of something bigger. LSU underwent a cultural Renaissance during this school
year. The contents within the 122nd edition of the Gumbo Yearbook portray these
unique tales through stories, photographs, interviews and so much more.
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It was a weird night in Houston, as Kansas State beat
LSU 42-20 in the TaxAct Texas Bowl, but it’s one that
Lutcher native Jontre Kirklin will never forget. As fans
online were burning down in the first half, saying LSU
should have never played in the game, the camera panned
over to Kirklin celebrating his first career TD with his
teammate Jaray Jenkins and showed the wide-reciever
turned quarter sporting the biggest smile we’ve seen in the
last two years.
That shot reminded us what it was all about and why
tonight was bigger than an LSU loss, forcing their first
losing season since 1999. It’s a game that these kids love,
and some of them wanted one more chance to suit up
for the Tigers. It allowed us to take a step back and take
a breath and watch the end of this era of Tigers football
unfold.
In high school Kirklin passed for 7,500 yards, with 3,000
rushing yards and 147 career touchdowns. Not a bad career
for a high school quarterback, but 2016 was the last time
that Kirklin had taken game snaps behind center. That
led to what should have been expected, a very run first
and low scoring output from the Tigers. But hey, hats off
to Kirklin for being able to pull off 138 passing yards and
three touchdowns. The defense played very well on first
and second downs early on, but was seemingly butter on
third and fourth downs. An early lead for Kansas State was
just too much for LSU to come back against without a true
quarterback.
The night wasn’t lost on everyone, as some of LSU’s
future stars showed up and played well. The man who
will always be mentioned because of his name, Pig Cage,
started at nickel for the Tigers, and shot into the backfield
multiple times for some big plays. He ended the night with
three tackles for losses, and a sack. BJ Ojulari was really
fun to watch play, constantly in the backfield disrupting
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plays. Actually, all of that young defensive line played
fairly well for a while tonight. Ojulari was asked about their
experience and he expressed how this game did nothing
but help the young guys on the roster.
“They got their shot and we played very well,” Ojulari
said. “Going into next year, we’re going to have a lot more
experience with the younger guys, and just going into a new
program, we have to continue to build the LSU name and
legacy.”
LSU went into this bowl game with less than 40
scholarship players. In terms of the future of the program,
there’s one more thing that should not be understated
about this month. Interim Head Coach Brad Davis is
staying with the program, and he just spent a month where
he faced more adversity than some coaches face in a year.
He said after the game that the experience he gained during
this time was “invaluable.” He gained more respect for the
position of the head coach, but also realized how much
assistant coaches actually matter to the process.
The players seem to really respect him, and having him
stick around for the next few years after this will be a great
thing for LSU. He ended his press conference with “I’m
sorry for letting you guys down.” He obviously didn’t take
the opportunity for granted and tried his hardest. Not a
lot of coaches could have won tonight, especially with it
being their first game as a head coach. Davis will be around
football for a long, long time.
Yes, the game may not have gone exactly how the fans
wanted, plenty of people will complain that they did even
play. However, the coaches and players that were made
available to us all seemed to be very glad that they did play.
“We’re Fightin’ Tigers. We’re not going to back down from
nobody. If we’ve got 11, we’re going to go play,” Kirklin may
have had his last ride, but his mindset gives hope for the
future of the program.

Football
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After two crushing defeats against Troy and Arkansas,
LSU volleyball bounced back at their home opener with a
win against Alabama. The Tigers’ overall record moved to
5-6, while Alabama sits at 8-6. The teams played in front
of a crowd of 1,013 fans in the PMAC for one of the team’s
best performances of the season.
“We are excited to be on our home court,” said Head
Coach Fran Flory. “Alabama-LSU matches and honestly
Alabama-LSU everything is always a war. We split with
them last year at their place, so we [knew we] needed to be
prepared.”
Though the team had to play full-five sets to overcome
their opponent, they statistically outplayed them in almost
every aspect. The Tigers kept a .362 hitting percentage to
Alabama’s .221 and had 69 kills compared to the Tide’s
52. Defensively, LSU put up a total of nine blocks while
Alabama finished with five.
Unlike their usual method of getting off to a slow start,
LSU kicked it into gear fast. They had an impressive start
and quickly grabbed the first set, 25-16. The Tigers broke a
16-15 deadlock by claiming nine of the last points. Sanaa
Dotson and middle blocker Anita Anwusi can be credited
with the set’s success, putting up four kills each and a
massive .800 hitting percentage. Seniors Taylor Bannister
and Kylie Deberg issued three kills apiece.
Despite such an explosive start, LSU proceeded to drop
the following two sets. In the second set, 25-22, the team
contested with Alabama throughout before failing to
grab the last two points to claim the set. In the third, the
Crimson Tide took the lead with the help of a pair of kills

12

from outside hitter Shaye Eggleston. The Tigers continued
to trail 12-6 before making a comeback after a timeout.
However, Alabama’s hitting percentage of .500 was too
much to come back from, and they closed the set 25-16.
“Alabama is a pin-oriented team, and their pins are
veteran players,” Flory said. “Their right sides kill a lot of
balls, and their left side are good volleyball players. I also
think they are better with ball control compared to last
year.”
The Purple and Gold came back in the fourth frame
with a 74% hitting rate, not a single error, and 17 kills from
the team. Five early kills came from transfer Deberg, while
senior Whitney Foreman recorded a block assist and two
kills herself. LSU ended the frame 25-14 to force the Tide
into a fifth set.
The final set kicked off with Alabama in the lead due to
errors, 5-3. However, outside hitter Dotson kept the Tigers
in the game with three early kills. The two teams tied six
more times before LSU took four of the last five points of
the match, closing it out 15-12.
This victory marks LSU’s third straight win in an SEC
home opener. The Texas native Dotson led the board by a
wide margin, registering a season-high 21 kills and a 58%
hitting rate. Outside hitter Deberg followed behind the
junior with her third double-double of the season with
14 kills and 13 digs. In addition, 5 foot 4-inch Raigen
Cianciulli registered 21 digs total, the most in the match. A
pair of outside hitters from Alabama led their team with 11
kills each.
“Hopefully this match can turn the corner,” Flory said.

Volleyball
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Men’s Roster
Davis Bove
Eric Coston
Will Dart
Garrett Hamilton
Cade Martin
Jackson Martingayle
Dyllon Nimmers
Evan Pardo
Jack Wallace
Adam Wise
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Women’s Roster
Adele Broussard
Doria Martingayle
Hannah Carroll
Katy-Ann McDonald
Hailey Day
Molly McHale
Amber Desselle
Carly Nicholson
Annie Fink
Julia Palin
Callie Hardy
Lorena Rangel
Gwyneth Hughes
Michaela Rose
Ashley LaJoices
Shelby Spoor
Shanya Luna
Alicia Stamey
Sophie Martin
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Cross Country
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Distance runner Davis Bove broke his own school record
in the mile with a personal best time of 3:56.38 at the Music
City Challenge at the Vanderbilt Multipurpose Facility.
Bove broke the LSU school record only 15 minutes
from where he grew up as a child in Franklin, Tennessee.
Bove ran 3:56.38 and finished seventh in the event that
was one of the fastest in collegiate history. His previous
school record of 3:57.49 came on the same track almost a
year to the date on February 12, 2021. Davis Bove clocked
his second personal best in as many days with a career-best
time of 7:55.95 in the 3,000-meter run to place fourth in
the event. The time moves him into the No. 2 spot in LSU
history.
Alicia Stamey was very productive in the women’s mile
as she ran a personal best time of 4:46.37 to place 14th. The
time of 4:46.37 by Stamey ranks as the 10th fastest in LSU
history.
Eric Coston finished 27th in the men’s mile with a
season-best of 4:08.70, and Adam Wise placed 51st with a
4:14.97. In the women’s mile, Sara Funderburk took 30th
with a time of 4:54.35, and Callie Hardy went below five
minutes for the first time in her life with a personal best of
4:58.14.
The duo of Jackson Martingayle (14:44.21/26th) and
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Will Dart (14:49.07/PR/32nd) closed out day one of action
at the Music City Challenge for the Tigers in the 5,000
meters.
LSU distance runner Katy-Ann McDonald ran a career
best indoor time of 2:03.73 on Saturday at the Music City
Challenge to finish third in the event at the Vanderbilt
Multipurpose Facility.
The time for McDonald assured her a spot in the NCAA
Indoor Championships in the 800 meters and it moves her
up from No. 9 in LSU history to No. 6.
Stamey became LSU’s third fastest runner in the 3,000
meters in program history with a personal best time
of 9:32.69 just a day after notching a LSU top-10 time
in the mile. Addison Stevenson ran a personal best of
9:49.24 in the 3,000 meters to rank No. 7 in LSU history.
Stamey placed 14th and Stevenson finished 24th. Doria
Martingayle clocked a 10:17.58 in the event as well to
register a personal best.
Adam Wise (1:55.08) and Sara Funderburk (2:13.19) both
ran personal best times in the 800 meters. Funderburk
finished 16th and Wise placed 34th. Eric Coston placed
19th in the 3,000-meter run with a time of 8:15.15 while
Dyllon Nimmer took 13th in the 800 meters with a readout
of 1:52.85.

Track & Field
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After all the highs of the beginning of the season, all
the lows of conference play and all the uncertainty of
what this team could do leading up to the tournament,
the conclusion of this rocky season has left Tiger fans
with two feelings that no fan ever enjoys feeling—numb
disappointment and crippling uncertainty.
The conclusion of this season also marks the end of an
era for LSU men’s basketball: The Will Wade era, an era
that never reached its full potential.
Since LSU’s Final Four run in 2006, Tiger fans have gone
through disappointment after disappointment. That all
changed when Wade won his first SEC regular-season title
in just his second season, lighting a fire under the fanbase
and turning LSU on an apparent, exponential path upward.
That feeling of euphoria for LSU fans everywhere was
short-lived however, as Wade was almost immediately
found in the act of paying players. It seemed that was the
conclusion of it, as Wade was indefinitely suspended.
He was reinstated, but rather than adjusting his
recruiting habits, he continued to use the same aggressive
recruiting strategies that had provided his team with
success and controversy. After the investigation became the
centerpiece of discussion again, this time right before the
NCAA tournament, Wade was promptly fired.
He cheated, got caught and was not given a slap on
the wrist this time. But, what was the rush? I’m sure it
was due to pressure from the NCAA, but why couldn’t
this have waited until after LSU was eliminated from the
tournament? I doubt it would have made any difference.
LSU had an incredibly tough road to the Final Four and
hadn’t looked great heading into the tournament.
The biggest problem I have with this prompt firing
was how incredibly disruptive and morale-crushing it was
to an LSU team that could have had some success in the
tournament if they were to play to their potential, and how
unfair it was to the players who worked extremely hard to
18

get where they were by the end of the season.
I’m not saying that Wade would have made a difference
against Iowa State, which played a tremendous game and
made the plays needed to win, but you must admit that
having the trusted and respected head coach could impact
a team’s performance, especially in terms of energy and
motivation. Not to mention the team tended to feed on
Wade’s fiery energy throughout each game.
In a way, this team was the one that most embodied
Wade himself—an aggressive, strategic team that could
really do some damage with the right motivation or really
struggle if the aggression got in the way. The team may have
lacked the NBA-talent and offensive ability of other teams,
but its gritty nature is what earned it a six-seed in the
tournament. The team also featured its first four-year player
under Wade, a player that likely had more trust and respect
for the coach than anyone: Darius Days.
Did Days’ final game have to be marred by his coach being
stripped from the Tigers? I don’t think so, but the NCAA is
the NCAA, and they must establish a scapegoat at any cost.
They are not going to consider how that affects individual
players at the end of the day.
Wade’s checkered tenure with the program was filled
with many bumps and bruises along the way, but it was so
much fun while it lasted. Personally, I have never enjoyed
watching LSU basketball more than this and I wonder if I
ever will.
At the end of the day, this was a matter of when and not
if, but you can’t help but wonder what could have been if
Wade was given a few more seasons. How many Elite Eights
and Final Fours did the Tigers miss out on?
You can argue all day that Wade was just doing what
he could to compete with a league of coaches that are
potentially doing the same thing, but it won’t magically
bring Wade back. Cheating in the world of sports might
happen regularly but getting caught is never, ever an option.

Men’s Basketball
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There’s an old hockey saying that fits well with what
went down in the PMAC on March 21: “I went to a fight
and a basketball game broke out.”
The Pete Maravich Assembly Center was packed
as Baton Rouge gathered to watch the LSU women’s
basketball team play at home for the last time this season
— and maybe for the last time. Sadly, it was the latter as
LSU fell to Ohio State 79-64 in the second round, which
ended the former team’s tournament run this season.
The game was a story of three-point shooting, as it has
been in every loss for the Tigers this season. Ohio State
finished 10-22 from deep, making it hard for an LSU team
that doesn’t shoot well from deep to keep up. The Buckeyes
made more threes than LSU attempted. The team had a
weakness all season and the Buckeyes took advantage.
The officiating in this game was inconsistent to say the
least, making it a rough watch for fans. You could never
really tell what the call was going to be. There were calls
made in the first half that the fans begged for in the second
half and vice-versa. There were clear out-of-bounds calls
missed. The officials let the game go too far to a point
where it was closer to tackle football than anything else.
That, however, is not the main thing to look at when
seeing the final score. LSU had an abysmal night shooting
the ball, as they entered the fourth quarter shooting just
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30.8% from the field. It’s hard to imagine a situation where
you win the game with that number. That number jumped
up to 36.8% by the end of the game, as LSU tried to get a
run going. It was just not enough.
This season should not and will not be remembered
for this loss, however. If you asked any LSU fan, player or
coach before the season if they thought they would make
it to the Round of 32, they would probably call you crazy.
The turnaround that this program saw in year one of Kim
Mulkey was truly unbelievable. The atmosphere brought to
the PMAC this season was incredible.
This program as a whole is just getting started, but sadly
it was the last time a lot of these Tigers will be suiting
up for the team. The efforts of Autumn Newby, Faustine
Aifuwa, Jailin Cherry, Awa Trasi, Ryann Payne and Khayla
Pointer will go down in school history as the start of
something new.
“This bunch jump started the program again,” Coach
Mulkey said about this group after the game. “They
revived it again. They gave everybody interest. I am forever
grateful for them.”
The arena was as alive as ever on Monday, despite the
big deficits. This was not a fluke. The rest of the SEC needs
to get used to seeing LSU in the tournament, and atop the
conference.

Women’s Basketball
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The LSU soccer team’s year came to an end in Memphis.
They were knocked out of the first round of the NCAA
tournament by No. 18 Memphis in a shutout match. The
Tigers’ record moved to 11-8-1 while Memphis progressed
to 14-4-2.
The most devastating part of the match was
undoubtedly the Tigers’ fight throughout the match before
being blown out 3-0. The two Tiger teams kept a 0-0 score
all the way up until the 50th minute. LSU seemed to lose
their stride in that moment as they allowed Memphis to
double the lead in the 74th minute followed by a third goal
just four minutes afterward.
As always, Head Coach Sian Hudson kept a calm stature
as she pushed her focus toward what stood in the future.
“Definitely a tough one for us today,” Hudson said. “But
I think as we reflect on this year as a whole we had a lot of
really big moments.”
LSU came into the match with high energy, putting
pressure on Memphis the moment they hit the field. Wasila
Diwura-Soale shot an on-target attempt by the ninth
minute. Midfielder Meghan Johnson gave LSU the closest
chance at a goal when she sent a header towards the net.
However, the shot was narrowly deflected by goalkeeper
Elizabeth Moberg.
LSU’s Mollee Swift stayed on par for the entire first half
and made two saves herself. Between Memphis’s offense
and LSU’s lack of ball control by the second half though,
Swift was struggling to keep up. That’s when Memphis

22

made their attack and scored three goals in less than 30
minutes. Swift actually made saves in the second half
with a total of three but was exhausted by the Memphis
front, who shot 19 times overall. The purple and gold had
a 60% shot percentage, but only shot a mere five times in
comparison.
In the face of such a crushing blow to end their season,
the team wants to remember all of the high points they
experienced this season. To name a couple, the team held a
14-game winning streak and later defeated No. 1 Arkansas,
which was arguably the biggest upset in the program’s
history.
“We’ve been able to take this program to a different level
this year,” Hudson said. “Our 10 graduating seniors have
laid a strong foundation with this program and I thank
them for that. For us moving forward, it’s about building on
what we did this year.”
Fans were more disappointed to see the team’s seniors
last official time in action than the defeat itself though.
This was the last fall game for some of the Tigers’ top
players, a majority of whom were on the 2018 SEC
Champions team.
The defeat marked the end of an outstanding season full
of record-breaking moments for LSU soccer. On the bright
side, fans should be excited to see what LSU can bring to
the table in the spring season as the seniors gradually pass
the torch to the remaining Tigers who’ll take the reins in
the 2022 year.

Soccer
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The LSU swimming and diving team finished the 2022
NCAA Women’s Swimming and Diving Championships
with three All-American Honorable Mentions inside the
McAuley Aquatic Center in Atlanta, Georgia.
LSU divers Montserrat Gutierrez Lavenant and Anne
Tuxen both finished the platform prelims in the top 16,
which qualified them for the consolation final. Gutierrez
Lavenant closed out NCAA’s with two All-American
honorable mentions and Tuxen finished with one.
In the consolation final, Gutierrez Lavenant finished in
sixth place with a final score of 257.80 and Tuxen closed
out her only event with an eighth-place finish and a score
of 243.10. Tuxen’s sister, Helle, also qualified for the NCAA
competition and finished the day with a 38th place finish
and a score of 227.10.
“I’m proud of the ladies’ efforts on the final day at the
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NCAA championships,” Head diving Coach Doug Shaffer
said. “While we came up a bit short of what I believe our
potential was, for Anne and Montse to achieve NCAA AllAmerican Honorable Mention honors is an outstanding
accomplishment.”
On the swimming side, Katarina Milutinovich closed out
her junior season with a chance to compete in three events
at NCAA’s. On Saturday, she swam in the 100-free and
finished in 43rd place with a time of 48.91.
The LSU men’s swim and dive team including Brooks
Curry, Juan Celaya-Hernandez and Adrian Abadia begin
their NCAA Championship journey this Thursday starting
with the one-meter springboard. Celaya-Hernandez will
compete on all three events and Abadia is set to compete on
both springboards.

Swim and Dive
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As a men’s tennis program in the SEC, looking at your
calendar to find that you have a matchup against Florida
in the near future is a punch in the gut. Their dominant
season of tennis has included 7-0 and 4-0 sweeps of No.
9 South Carolina and No. 11 Georgia respectively, an 8-2
record against teams ranked No. 12 and above and a perfect
record in conference play.
That occurred in the SEC, a conference that has five
teams ranked above No. 11 and all but two teams featured
in the top-50 (not including Arkansas, who is currently
ranked No. 51).
No. 42 LSU faced insurmountable odds in this one,
having not scored a single point against Florida in over
three years. But despite facing the onslaught of ranked
players and duos that is Florida tennis, the Tigers were a
few games away from creating a path to a legendary upset.
After losing in doubles 1-2, Florida dominated the first
sets of singles, only surrendering one of six. It seemed that
LSU’s run would quickly be put to rest in the quarterfinals.
That might’ve come true in the end, with three Tigers
losing in two sets to give Florida the points they needed,
but LSU was in a realistic position to split singles when
the match was clinched, with Kent Hunter holding a lead
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against No. 87 Duarte Vale and Gabriel Diaz Freire in
position to even his match and force a third set.
Vlad Lobak would ultimately lose to No. 27 Sam Riffice
to give the Gators their match-clinching point, but he didn’t
necessarily make the second set easy for his opponent.
Facing elimination from the tournament, Lobak managed
to even the score at 4-4 before being defeated in his last
two games, as Florida finally put away a team that had more
success than many expected.
Boris Kozlov was the lone victor for the Tigers, ending
LSU’s scoring drought against Florida with his fourth
straight two-set victory. He’s played tremendously well
down the stretch, putting LSU in positions to win in the last
four matches with mixed results.
It would have been interesting to see if the Tigers could
have pulled off the upset had Lobak evened his match on
Court 2, but the Tigers still exceeded their tournament
expectations and advanced, something they hadn’t done
since 2015 and have the potential to do in the NCAA
tournament if they are invited (something they have not
done since 2016). It will be interesting to see whether or not
this team has reached their season’s peak.

Men’s Tennis
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The LSU women’s tennis team got its first victory of the
season against the Southern Jaguars after a slow start earlier
in a year that has been defined by multiple postponements,
cancellations, and losses.
The 4-2 win against the Jaguars came with its own
challenges. The LSU team was once again missing players,
which gave Southern an early edge.
The Tigers only played with two teams in doubles
play, which means Southern claimed the No. 3 court in
a walkover. The Tigers were able to make up for this by
beating the Jaguars on the other two courts with the point
clinched at No. 1 by Nina Geissler and Mia Rabinowitz.
Singles had a similar problem and the Tigers only played
four players. This gave Southern a 2-1 lead. The Tigers
managed to pull off the win with Azziz coming in clutch by
claiming the first set against Taruberekera and blanking her
in the second. This secured her first collegiate singles win
and helped push the Tigers to victory.
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With the win against Southern, the Tigers improved
their record to 1-4 on the season to round out their nonconference play.
The Tigers will begin SEC play March 4 at 5 p.m. CT
against Florida at the LSU Tennis Complex.
The Gators will arrive in Baton Rouge to face the LSU
team with a 7-2 record. Their two losses of the season come
from No. 7 Virginia and No. 11 Ohio State.
LSU Co-Head Coach, Michael Sell, continually points
out that the LSU team is still not at full strength, which
can easily be seen in its forfeitures. Even though the team is
recovering from all of the COVID-19 challenges, the players
are not completely over it.
Despite their record and the problems that have
controlled the narrative of this season, fans can hope that
the Tigers will get healthy again, and once they do, that
they will live up to their true potential.

Women’s Tennis
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LSU’s lone starting senior Tyler McManus showed off
his college baseball experience and went 3-3 at the plate,
had two RBIs, and scored three runs for the Purple and
Gold.
Right-handed pitcher Samuel Dutton started on the
mound for LSU, but Missouri took a 2-0 lead in the top of
the first inning when left fielder Trevor Austin smacked a
two-run home run. Dutton only lasted 1.2 innings and gave
up three hits on 39 pitches. Right-hander Bryce Collins, the
second of six LSU pitchers, earned the win as he worked 2.2
innings and limited Missouri to one run on three hits with
no walks and four strikeouts.
LSU tied the game in the third inning when designated
hitter Brayden Jobert unloaded a solo homer, his 12th of the
season, and third baseman Jacob Berry delivered an RBI
single that scored Tyler McManus.
LSU took the lead in the fourth inning and scored three
runs when McManus lined a two-run double that drove
Thompson and Jobert across home plate. Josh Pearson
provided a run-scoring single that scored McManus a
second time.
Collins gave up a run in the top of the fifth inning and
Eric Reyzelman came in to strand Missouri baserunners on
first and second base. Berry smacked a solo home run 404
feet, his 13th of the season, to increase the advantage in the
bottom of the fifth inning to 6-3.
LSU added another run in the seventh inning on an RBI
double by first baseman Tre’ Morgan that scored Berry,
but Missouri staged a rally in the top of the eighth inning.
Reyzelman hit the first batter with a pitch and walked the
second batter. Paul Gervase was called in to get the Purple
and Gold out of the pickle.
Runners advanced on a wild pitch from Gervase and
the next batter flew out, but Montgomery tagged up and
scored. Gervase hit the following batter with a pitch and
Missouri then began its rally with an RBI single from
30
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Coletta on an error by shortstop Jordan Thompson.
Continuing the rally, Wilmsmeyer singled to load the
bases and Devin Fontenot was called in to relieve Gervase.
With the bases loaded, Fontenot walked Austin and De
Sadas scored.
Riley Cooper came in to shut the door on the comeback
and forced the third out of the inning with the bases
loaded. However, the damage was done after a three-run
inning from Missouri and LSU’s lead dwindled to one run.
The score read 7-6 for LSU.
In the bottom half of the eighth, McManus delivered his
third hit of the game on as many at-bats with a stand-up
triple to the centerfield wall that Missouri’s centerfielder
lost in the sun. Pearson then lined a single through the
center and McManus scored his third run of the game.
“Hitting well is fun, but just being at the ballpark with
the boys every day is even more fun,” McManus said. “It is
the reason why I came here, especially being my last year.
You take advantage of it every day.”
Cooper did not allow a hit in the top of the ninth inning,
was credited with the save and finished off Missouri to give
LSU the win 8-6.
“Riley is such an asset to our team; he has a chance to
impact 2-3 wins per week,” LSU Head Coach Jay Johnson
said. “He’s a star, and I don’t think you could ask anybody
to do any more than he’s doing for us.”
LSU improved to 27-12 overall and 10-8 in the SEC.
Missouri dropped to 22-15 overall and 5-13 in conference
play.
“I’m very proud of the team, I think we grew this week,”
said Johnson, whose club also defeated UL-Lafayette, 8-4,
earlier in the week. “We beat a top 50 RPI team and earned
three wins over a top 25 RPI team this weekend, that’s
awesome. These are the weeks you love, and I’d like to give
a special thanks to our fans for coming out and supporting
us all week.”

Baseball
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LSU softball’s last home game of the season ended with
No. 10 Florida taking the series 2-1. After battling for nine
innings, the Tigers’ loss came down to a single pitch.
“We were in it until one pitch,” Head Coach Beth Torina
said. That was the dictation of the game. It could have
easily gone our way. Our defense played well, Ali pitched
incredible, worked her way out of jams and made big
pitches in big spots, but we didn’t get that timely hit.”
Florida’s Cheyenne Lindsey hit a home run off Ali
Kilponen to give the Gators the win. The Tigers dropped
to No. 6 in conference standings after losing the series.
LSU only has one game left in the season before the start of
the SEC tournament.
Despite the team’s rebound from Saturday, their
performance was not strong enough to take the series. The
Tigers played well defensively but missed several chances to
score. They prevented Florida from scoring for six innings.
Besides their run in the fourth inning, LSU failed to have
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any runners reach third base for the rest of the game.
“We still have a young group learning how to win,”
Torina said. “I don’t know if we’ve been in a spot like that
one, a tight one like that down to the wire. Hopefully next
time that will go our way.”
The night ended for both teams with a total of six hits
each. The Purple and Gold finally scored thanks to an RBI
single off senior Shelbi Sunseri’s bat. Pitcher Ali Kilponen
struck out six batters and walked seven in 164 pitches. She
struck out Lindsey four times before the senior slammed
one over the fence to give the Gators the lead.
“Lindsey’s just a great hitter,” Ali Kilponen said after the
game. “That was my fifth time facing her today. At the end
of the day, you have to tip your cap. It was a good pitch,
and she did a good job on it.”
The Tigers finished the regular season on the road
against Mississippi State. After the series, LSU began
preparing for the SEC Tournament.

Softball
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After a drought of 709 days, it is raining on the men’s
golf team. But, they are back in the winner’s circle after
dominating the field at the Jim Rivers Collegiate, hosted by
neighboring Louisiana Tech. Last event, the team brought
home silver, this week gold.
Last year the men’s golf team struggled with configuring
a playable roster of five consistent players and only stood
on the podium once (Tiger Invitation, Mar. 17 T3). This
year the team seems to have found a rhythm. On Tuesday,
the team posted the seventh-lowest tournament score in
program history, 23-under-par. What (or who) is responsible
for the newfound success?
Cohen Trolio has arrived.
This should not come as a surprise. World Amateur
Golf Rankings list Trolio as no. 176. He is the answer to
Coach Chuck Winstead’s lack of depth question from last
season. He has cruised into a starting position on the team
and has proven his worth for the second consecutive week.
This past summer, Trolio finished Runner Up at the U.S.
Junior Am. in North Carolina. Then, he hoisted the most
coveted trophy in Mississippi after his 19-under-par at the
Mississippi State Am, which earned him an exemption
into the PGA Tour’s Sanderson Farms Invitational in Sept.
Yes, the true freshman will compete for a $7 million purse
against professional golfers whose ages range from early 20s
to mid-50s.
In his second-ever collegiate tournament, he has broken
the LSU record for most birdies in one tournament,
16. Additionally, he set his new best collegiate round at
5-under-par twice (rounds 1 and 2). He is the truth.
Junior Michael Sanders called heat-check.
Last weekend at the Turning Point Intercollegiate, the
junior shot the lowest score of his collegiate career and the
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sixth-lowest round in LSU history. He shared the individual
medalist honors with Jack Parker of Missouri with a score
of 9-under, 207 for the tournament. This week he shot a
5-under-par, 211, and finished tied for seventh. The native
of North Carolina found his pathway to success this week
on the Par-4’s, on which he averaged 3.93 strokes, scoring at
2-under.
Sanders was not a frequent flyer on the travel squad last
year, but it would be fair to say he is in the driver’s seat two
weeks in.
Every score is worth counting.
Forewarning, the event was hosted by Louisiana Tech at
Squire Creek in Choudrant, La., which is roughly 170 miles
away from campus and several squad members have course
knowledge there. Albeit the Tigers stepped up this week, all
sub-par posting scores, including Drew Doyle, who played
individually and scored, did not contribute. Perhaps the
winning formula was Tour professional and LSU alum Sam
Burns lending inspiration as he spoke to the team before
round 1.
Coming off the fresh win, Coach Winstead still had the
loss last week looming in the back of his thoughts.
“I’m proud of how our team responded today,” said
Winstead. “We were in position to win last week and backed
up. It was good to see our guys not only play well but pull
away down the stretch. We’ve got a talented group. We
can use this experience and continue to improve as we go
forward.”
Examining the teams’ stats from the Jim Rivers
Intercollegiate, the Purple and Gold owned the tournament
in many aspects. The squad averaged the lowest score on
par-4s and 5s, recorded the most birdies of the field, 67, and
each player placed in the top 21.

Men’s Golf
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LSU women’s golf reigns victorious over the SEC for
the first time since 1992 at the SEC Championship held at
the Greystone Country Club’s Legacy Course in Hoover,
Alabama.
Ingrid Lindblad, also won LSU’s first individual SEC
championship since 1991 on Friday as she continues her
Annika Award campaign. Lindblad, who broke LSU’s
record for individual golf wins on March 27, added another
notch to her belt as she claimed the SEC’s individual title
with her ninth collegiate win.
This specific victory for Lindblad holds significance to
her even beyond the record books, as she notched second
place in this tournament last season. Now, she further
etches her name in LSU’s history books.
“Last year, I shot 64 in the final round and came up
three shots short,” Lindblad said. “I really played well and
I wanted to come back and get some revenge. Today, I got
some revenge.”
Her revenge came as she turned in a final score of sixunder, 66 and outlasted Auburn’s Megan Schofill, who
nearly tied Lindblad one-stroke behind at nine-under par.
Lindblad remains in the midst of a three-match win
streak, as she also won four of her last five tournaments,
with her only faltering at the Darius Rucker Intercollegiate.
Lindblad also tied Latanna Stone two weeks ago for second
at The Augusta National Women’s Amateur.
The last LSU player to win the SEC individual
championship was Kristi Coats in 1991. Coats shot 224 to
win the event in Lexington, Kentucky.
Beyond Lindblad, Carla Tejedo Mulet finished tied for
18th, Stone finished tied for 24th, Elsa Svensson finished
tied for 30th and Jessica Bailey finished tied for 36th.
Only Lindblad remained under, posting a neat red score
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10-under, 206.
Despite Lindblad dominating the show for the
individual tournament, LSU’s run for the title came
through on performances from Stone and Tejedo Mulet,
who have both played well in past tournaments.
LSU beat out Auburn for first place, even though
golfers Schofill and Mychael O’Berry finished in the Top10. Schofill finished second, while O’Berry finished tied for
sixth.
Lindblad’s dominant streak gave LSU the edge in this
tournament, and she stayed consistent as LSU captured
its first SEC Championship under Head Coach Garrett
Runion. Stone and Tejedo Mulet showed their skill and
performed well alongside Lindblad as LSU prevailed.
With that said, LSU needed to jump some hurdles.
While Golfstat ranked LSU as the No. 15 team in the nation
before the championship match on Sunday, fellow SEC
rivals ranked above them. The tournament also showed
11th ranked Florida, 10th ranked Texas A&M, ninth ranked
Alabama and third-ranked South Carolina.
LSU faced the six seed Alabama team in the semifinals
after defeating seventh-seeded Vanderbilt. The Tigers
routed the Tide with a match play score of 3-1-1.
LSU took on the Florida Gators during the
championship match play, and with Lindblad’s winning
streak on their side and fellow junior Stone coming fresh
off a tied for second place at the Augusta National Women’s
Amateur, gave the Tigers an advantage allowing them to
hold the domain over the SEC.
“I had a lot of fun out there this week,” Lindblad said.
“But to win and play good the last day is always something
special.”

Women’s Golf
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The No. 8 LSU gymnastics team took down No. 6
Auburn in a historic win with two perfect 10s and a season
high score of 197.975 to give LSU its 300th win in the
crowded PMAC.
Going into the meet, LSU Coach Jay Clark told fans he
was hoping for a sell-out, and the fans delivered. The meet
was the second-highest attended program in school history
with 13,569 people in attendance.
“It was a lot of fun. That’s what it’s supposed to feel like
in the PMAC. That’s what we want it to feel like in the
PMAC,” said Clark.
In a meet that was tied going into the last rotation, the
LSU Tigers stunned the energized crowd with the best floor
score in school history of 49.775.
Minutes before Kiya Johnson was supposed to perform
on floor, Clark considered pulling her from the event if
they had the win. He said he asked assistant coach Garrett
Griffeth if they should pull her, but in the end, they knew
Sunisa Lee could score a 10 on beam. This would have tied
the meet up, so Clark decided to let Johnson go for it.
“Getting her back is tremendous. We’ve got to be careful.
At the end, I was looking at the score. Do we have it? Are
we taking an undue risk here?” said Clark.
Christina Desiderio led off with a career high
performance of 9.95, setting the Tigers up for what
would be a stellar rotation that won the meet. Alyona
Shchennikova followed afterwards with a 9.925.
Auburn fought until the end and kept things close with
Olympic gold-medalist Lee ending their beam rotation
with a 9.975. The final score for Auburn was 197.750.
All of this led up to LSU’s infamous “one-two punch” that
was finally back in the all-around for the Purple and Gold
after injuries kept them out for the last few meets. Haleigh
Bryant scored a 9.95, which set up Johnson’s routine that was
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the second perfect 10 of the night for the Tigers.
Earlier in the meet, the first 10 of the day was by Bryant
in an undeniably perfect vault that received high praise
on social media to end the Tigers’ first rotation. This
was Bryant’s third perfect 10 and the first in her second
collegiate season.
Aleah Finnegan made her freshman debut in the PMAC
with a graceful beam routine, reminding fans of her sister,
LSU great Sarah Finnegan, who was watching from the
stands. She captured her career high of 9.90 on beam,
which was one of LSU’s highest scores of the day on the
event.
Freshman standout KJ Johnson has yet to disappoint,
and she impressed Tiger fans with her first SEC home
performance. She set two career highs with a vault score of
9.90 and a floor score of 9.95. Clark credited the fan support
for giving her the confidence to go out and do so well.
“KJ Johnson was struggling in warmups, and she went
out there with that crowd behind her and just banged one
out. It was pretty cool,” said Clark.
Alexis Jeffrey, the controversial new addition to the
team, was in attendance and took part in the pre-meet
introductions.
Auburn gymnast Lee had a great meet with her own
perfect 10, the first of her collegiate career. Even the
LSU fans cheered for her when she was introduced and
after every rotation. Even though he found it a little
disheartening, Clark also said that he understood the hype
because of her natural talent.
Several familiar faces with a fan following of their own were
spotted in the PMAC on Saturday. Former LSU gymnastics
Coach D-D Breaux and current women’s basketball Coach
Kim Mulkey showed up to support the Tigers, along with LSU
President William Tate and his wife Kim.

Gymnastics
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It isn’t a secret that LSU has emerged as one of the
top dogs in college beach volleyball over the past few
seasons. Though the program was established a mere eight
years ago, it has wasted no time transforming itself into a
championship contender.
Every year from 2016 to 2018 was a step up from the
last, with the team maintaining an upward trajectory
despite a coaching change in 2017 and quickly reaching the
plateau that is the perennial top-five. From there they have
continued to accomplish new things, narrowly missing out
on advancing to the national championship in 2019 and
2021 and finishing the shortened 2020 season ranked No. 1.
That sequence of achievement carried on into the
current season, where the Tigers managed to obtain the
program record for most regular season wins in a season,
besting 27 teams and 11 that ranked in the top-20. The best
of those came against No. 4 Loyola Marymount (twice), No.
7 Grand Canyon and No. 9 Hawaii.
But there is a reason LSU is the fifth or sixth favorite to
claim the championship, the same reason a title has just
barely escaped their grasp the last two postseasons. LSU
has a tough time cracking the wall that is the college beach
volleyball hierarchy.
UCLA, USC and Florida State have maintained
powerhouse status throughout the last near-decade of play,
thorns in the sides of any team aspiring to finish in the
top-three. They have just one below top-five finish between
them since 2016, and that came in the form of USC’s No. 6
finish in the shortened 2020 season.
In their last matches against No. 2 TCU and No. 3
UCLA, the Tigers were edged out 2-3, an improvement
from their 1-4 showing in their prior meetings. Those
rematches weren’t just close in score alone either. Six of
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the thirteen sets played in the TCU match were decided by
two points and four of the five matches against UCLA were
pushed to a third set.
“I know we’re at a place where we know we can beat
those teams,” Coach Brock said.
As Coach Brock would point out, LSU has been known
to learn from its regular-season losses in recent history.
Despite losing to Florida State four times last season,
the Tigers managed to pull off a win over the Seminoles
when it mattered most, allowing them to advance to the
elimination semifinals of the NCAA tournament.
LSU has also beaten Loyola Marymount twice, a team
that recently took down both UCLA and Florida State.
“We know that we can be successful against these teams,”
Brock stated. “Our track record up until this point will have
no bearing on our ability to have confidence going into
those matches.”
Some of the other advantages the coach and players
provided were comradery, positive attitude and competitive
depth, with Coach Brock crediting this team as being the
best he’s had in terms supporting and engaging each other
and senior Kelli Greene-Agnew and freshman Parker
Bracken each mentioning the team’s positive attitude and
competitive practices.
“Our team is so deep, which basically means that literally
anybody could play in the lineup at any point,” Bracken
discussed. “I personally feel like when we get to compete
against each other in practice, it’s like playing those super
hard games that we play, so that really prepares us.”
The players seem unfazed, with any nerves coming in
the form of excitement. That attitude and drive to excel has
gotten the Tigers within reach of claiming a national title
on multiple occasions.

Beach Volleyball
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2021/22 LSU Cheerleaders
Stafford Agee IV
Abigail Ambeau
Jordan Andre
Collin Andrews
Jalyne Blackwell
Brandon Bonura
Jaylon Braxton
Shane Brotherton
Julia Brown
Shannon Coulon
Cade Dalferes
Marie Claire Dalmau
Alex Davis
Brandon Do
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Amanda Dudek
Peyton Edwards
Kevin Garrette
Aimee’ Gonsoulin
Kylie Gross
Daniel Guidry
Courtney Hahn
Kimber Hamilton
Lila Harrington
Tyler Higley
Donovan Jandes
Laurence Leinbach
Haley Lonegrass
Madelynn Lowrie

Zack Manuel
Allie Moyer
Kate Mula
Lance Nguyen
Jordyn Prattini
Laney Sala
Alexandra Scardina
Blake Schubert
Emma Grace Shannon
AnnaLee Trosclair
Colyn Vagrin
Duronne Walker
Sam Walters
Marshall Wilkes
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The LSU Tiger Girls are National Champions
after receiving a near perfect score for their hip hop
routine, “Like a Boy” at the Universal Dance Associated
Championship in Orlando, Florida.
It has been over a decade since the Hip Hop National
Championship title returned to Baton Rouge, with the
team’s last top-score in 2010. After a year of the COVID-19
pandemic, while other university sports programs were
allowed to participate in their regular season, the Tiger
Girls could not. Pauline Zernott, the Tiger Girls director of
operations, said that last year’s absence from competition
only made the squad “more hungry” for this year’s title.
Shortly after the scorers gave the Tiger Girls their score
and the trophy was hoisted, their hip hop routine would go
viral on social media platforms, showing that it was more
than a dance, it was a statement from an all-girl team who
can not only compete with but beat co-ed teams.
‘Like a Boy’ was curated and choreographed specifically
for this team and all other female athletes who have been
neglected in relation to their male counterparts,” Tiger Girls
Assistant Coach Payton Ibos said. “Our choreographers,
Carson Rowe and Sammy McFadden, were passionate
about creating this routine for the positive message
behind the empowerment of the female athletes in the
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dance industry, as well as for the recognition of dance as a
collegiate sport with deserving student athletes.”
Chloe Tourelle, in her third year with the squad, knew
that they had what it took for them to win. She said that
the team has been training and dreaming of this position
since auditions were held in April and since then they
knew they had something special.
Further, Tourelle noted that the team’s choice in
costume for the “Like a Boy” routine was deliberately
subtle, not to detract from the dance’s message.
“We did not have too many rhinestones because the
storyline was such a strong storyline in itself that the
costume didn’t need to override that,” Tourelle said. “We
just had to repeat what we did in the semi-finals, and we
did.”
After what Tourelle described as countless hours of
preparation for the National Championship alone, the
LSU Tiger Girls are National Champions for the Hip Hop
Division. The Tiger Girls also posted an eighth place finish
in the Jazz division and a sixth place in cheer.
“It feels very good,” Tourelle said. “We were very
humbled. It was a long time coming.”
“Such a journey for sure, but we did it,” Head Coach
Kandace Hale said. “I still can’t believe it.”

Tiger Girls
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LSU brought home its first win of the season against
McNeese State in the Tigers’ first full capacity game
since the 2019 season. They went on to win the game
on Sept. 11 by a score of 34-7. This brought LSU’s
record to 1-1 overall. This game was the first full
capacity contest held at Tiger Stadium since the 50-7
win over Texas A&M on Nov. 30, 2019, which took
place before the rise of COVID-19.
LSU scored in every quarter on the night, while
McNeese only scored one touchdown throughout the
entire game. This was a redeeming game for the Tigers
after losing 27-38 to an unranked UCLA team at the
Rose Bowl in Los Angeles the week before.
Max Johnson, the Tigers’ starting quarterback,
threw for 161 yards and three touchdowns against the
Cowboys. Wide receiver Kayshon Boutte also snagged
two receiving touchdowns. He finished with five
catches for 32 yards on eight targets. Freshman receiver
Jack Bech also had a great performance and a gamehigh 57 receiving yards on four receptions.
As for Head Coach Ed Orgeron, his son, Cody
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Orgeron, was the starting quarterback for McNeese
on the night. This made the game a father-son
competition, a rarity in college sports.
“Right, it’s kind of a difficult situation,” Orgeron said
to the Daily Advertiser before the game. “But I can’t
really get caught up in that personally or that type of
mindset. I’m going out there trying to win. On any
given Saturday, any team can win.”
Many students were excited about this first game
back at Death Valley. While Alex Box Stadium
returned to full capacity in April 2021, football fans
were eager to be back in their seats. As Tiger Stadium
returned back to full capacity for this game, it was
definitely a highlight of the season. Students, upon
arrival of the game, were required to present proof of
vaccination or of a negative COVID-19 test.
LSU football said even though the football team is
98 percent vaccinated as of August 2021, it still takes
COVID-19 precautions very seriously. While masking
is no longer required for outdoor events, the health of
student-athletes is a top priority.

Crowds return
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Despite leading LSU’s team to a College Football
Playoff National Championship victory in 2019,
head coach Ed Orgeron stepped down from his
post immediately following the 2021 regular season.
Orgeron—who coached the Tigers for almost six
years as a defensive line coach and eventually, head
coach—announced his eventual departure less than
24 hours after LSU’s win over Florida in the annual
Homecoming game.
The university leaders and Orgeron agreed midway
through the campaign that a mutual separation was
in the best interest of the program after two sub-par
seasons in a row. This announcement was made at a
press conference on Sunday, Oct. 17, along with LSU
Athletic Director Scott Woodward. Woodward initially
approached Orgeron about making a change following
LSU’s loss at Kentucky on Oct. 9, which Orgeron
agreed would be best.
Based on a statement from Woodward, he noted
that the football team’s last two seasons had not met
the standards the athletic program holds for it. Along
with this, based on on-field results and evaluation of
the potential for future immediate success, it was time
for LSU to move in a new direction.
“Ultimately, we have very high standards for all
of our sports programs at LSU,” Woodward said
via Twitter. “We will stand proudly behind our
expectations of competing for SEC and national
championships year in and year out.”
Orgeron’s departure saw LSU agree to roughly a $17
million buyout with him to finish out his contract. He
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received his guaranteed money upon his exit as he was
removed “without cause.” With two payments every
year, it will take until 2025 to fully repay Orgeron of his
contract.
The beloved coach finished his stint at LSU with an
overall record of 51-20. He won an SEC Championship
during his tenure and of course, the 2019 national title
that will go down in history as one of the best college
football teams of all-time. Though he is leaving LSU,
Orgeron has declared that he will take a break from
coaching for the time being. He expressed he will use
this time to step back and spend time with his kids.
“I want to take a little time off,” Orgeron said in a
press conference. “I’m 60 years old, I’ve coached for 37
years. I think I’m going to have enough money to buy
me a hamburger, and every once in a while, maybe a
double meat cheeseburger.”
Though the football team qualified to compete in
the Texas Bowl game against Kansas State on Jan. 4,
Orgeron did not lead the Tigers into battle that day. He
ended his coaching career at LSU after a thrilling lastminute victory over Texas A&M.
“I told the guys I wish them luck,” Orgeron said
according to USA Today. “I’m not going to sit here and
coach when there’s another guy coming in to be the
head coach this week or the week after that. I’m not
gonna do that.”
LSU Offensive Line Coach Brad Davis led the Tigers
during their game against Kansas State as he became
the first African American head coach in the school’s
storied history.
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LSU finally announced the hiring of its next head
football coach on Nov. 30 after months of searching for Ed
Orgeron’s successor. Former Notre Dame Head Coach Brian
Kelly was named the new leader of the Tigers as he put
pen to paper on a 10-year/$95 million base contract. Kelly,
who is originally from Massachusetts, has a record of 14561 as an FBS coach during his time at Central Michigan,
Cincinnati and Notre Dame. He joins LSU from Notre
Dame, where he led the Fighting Irish to an 11-1 overall
record and a No. 6 ranking during the 2021 regular season.
According to Notre Dame, Kelly has more seasons with
10-plus wins than any head coach in the university’s storied
history. He spent 12 seasons in South Bend, which included
a national championship appearance, along with two trips
to the College Football Playoff.
Kelly touched down in Baton Rouge shortly after the
announcement, while LSU invited fans to greet him at
the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport. He was met upon
touch down by not only fans, but members of the Tiger
Band, Golden Girls and the Color Guard too.
Following this, he was guided through rounds of media
sessions. Then, he took the next step to work on finalizing
his staff and getting to work on the 2022 recruiting class.
Recruiting was a huge talking point in his inaugural press
conference due to the fact it will ultimately set a foundation
for how Kelly’s first year coaching at LSU will turn out.
“I’m here because I wanted to coach the very best players
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in the country, that are afforded the best resources in the
country and play in the best conference in the country,”
Kelly said to reporters. “That is an incredible challenge to a
football coach.”
Kelly did not hesitate to get immediately to work. Less
than two weeks after declaring his switch to LSU, he took to
Twitter to congratulate many new recruits, including Will
Campbell, Walker Howard, Demario Tolan and Quency
Wiggins.
As for current LSU quarterback Myles Brennan—
who was expected to transfer following an in-season
announcement—he declared on Thursday, Dec. 16, that he
will play for Kelly in the 2022 season for the Tigers. While
this was not Brennan’s original plan, it became evident
that Kelly is capable of changing minds and making things
happen for LSU football, even though he’s only spent a
short time in Baton Rouge.
In LSU Sports’ Hey Fightin’ podcast on YouTube, digital
media reporter Cody Worsham was able to talk one-on-one
with Kelly about his transition. When Worsham asked what
Kelly’s selling point was to switch to LSU, Kelly said he
didn’t know if there was a need for sell.
“Places don’t sell me, people do,” Kelly said. “The
alignment needed to be with the athletic director, the
president, the board, the fan base, and so I wanted to be at a
place that had that alignment. That was clear.”

Kelly!
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It’s hard to think about the LSU men’s basketball
program’s storied history without thinking of the legendary
former coach Dale Brown, and on Friday, Sept. 10, Brown
finally got the recognition many believed he deserved.
The LSU Board of Supervisors approved plans to name
LSU’s basketball court after Dale Brown. This decision
came after a 12-3 vote and years of debate over whether
Brown was deserving of this honor. Despite years of
controversy over the proposed plans, many people showed
their support for him, and ultimately, the name change was
approved.
One of the most local supporters of the name change was
Board of Supervisors member and former LSU basketball
player Collis Temple. Temple was the first Black player of
the program, and said that Brown played a huge part in
supporting Black collegiate athletes during his coaching
career.
“He changed the trajectory of the state of Louisiana and
the mindset of all stereotypical negatives,” Temple said.
Brown had always been a coach who did what was best
for his players, resulting in many of his former players
vouching for him to have the court renamed in his honor.
Alongside Temple, Durand “Rudy” Macklin, Ricky Blanton
and Jordy Hultberg were all former players of Brown who
publicly advocated for the name change before the vote and
ultimately made a huge impact in getting the name change
approved.
There was some pushback, however, as there were
some who believed that legendary former LSU women’s
basketball coach Sue Gunter, who has a statue inside
the Pete Maravich Assembly center, deserved to share
the recognition with Brown. Gunter coached the team
from 1982-2004 and led them to 14 NCAA Tournament
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appearances and a Final Four appearance in 2004. Multiple
board members pushed for the court to be named “GunterBrown Court,” but that idea fell through after a 12-3 vote
against the name.
Over the years there had also been plenty of hesitation
for the naming due to Brown’s history with the NCAA.
Brown had often been critical of the NCAA, and in
1998 LSU basketball was placed on probation over a claim
that an LSU assistant coach offered then-player Lester
Earl $5,000 while he was attending LSU. The claim came
from Earl himself and was never proven, leading many to
believe that the NCAA came down hard on Brown due to
his history with the NCAA. In 2007 Earl publicly admitted
that he lied about the claim and apologized to Brown which
helped clean his reputation. It was a step in the long process
of the ruling to rename the basketball court that was
approved last week.
For many reasons, it feels fitting that now is the time that
the great Dale Brown finally got his recognition in the form
of having the court named after him.
In a year where student athletes are finally able to profit
off their name, image and likeness, and off the back of a
year filled with nationwide protests of racial injustice, it is
fitting that a man like Dale Brown got the recognition that
many believed he should’ve received a long time ago.
There will always be debates over whether the process
was handled the right way, or whether other ways to honor
Brown could’ve been considered.
One thing that is for certain now, however, is that every
time an LSU basketball player steps on the court at the Pete
Maravich Assembly Center, there is forever a reminder of
who paved the way for them to be in that position.

Dale Brown
Court
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While the LSU women’s basketball team may not have
succeeded in completing its goal of winning a national
championship this season, Kim Mulkey and her team’s hard
work in her first year at the helm did not go unnoticed.
Mulkey was named the Associated Press’ National Coach of
the Year for Division I Women’s Basketball.
It is the third Coach of the Year award in her coaching
career. She takes home the award despite losing out on SEC
Coach of the Year to South Carolina Head Coach Dawn
Staley.
When Mulkey arrived at LSU, many were expecting
change and big strides out of the women’s basketball
program, but few expected it to happen so quickly. The
turnaround brought a brand new energy to the program,
from the play on the court to support from the fans. The
PMAC drew huge crowds for games down the stretch,
creating an atmosphere around the program that had not
been seen in years.
Mulkey’s Tigers went 26-6 in her inaugural season,
finishing ninth in the last AP poll of the year and second
in the SEC. This comes off the heels of a 9-13 season last
year with much of the core remaining from Nikki Fargas’
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last team in star point guard Khayla Pointer, center Faustine
Aifuwa and shooting guard Jailin Cherry.
Mulkey was lauded throughout the season for her
ability to turn around the program while using many of the
current players already on the roster when she arrived.
Mulkey was also a finalist for the Naismith Coach of the
Year Award, though that award was also given to Staley of
South Carolina.
LSU was defeated by Ohio State in the second round of
the NCAA tournament in the PMAC, 79-64, after being
ranked a No. 3 seed by the committee. Pointer, Aifuwa
and Cherry have all entered their names in the upcoming
WNBA draft. A small rebuild may be on Mulkey’s hands
in the upcoming season, but that does not take away from
what she was able to accomplish in her first year. Mulkey
has even warned fans about a potential small rebuild,
noting the amount of production that is leaving the team
this offseason.
However, Mulkey established a foundation to build on
for LSU women’s basketball in the coming years, and that
was enough to earn her recognition from the Associated
Press.
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Coach of the Year
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There are always plenty of storylines going into any
opening day, but this year, one stood above them all; a new
era in Baton Rouge began as Jay Johnson coached his first
game for LSU.
The game started with legendary former LSU Coach
Paul Mainieri throwing out the first pitch to Johnson which
felt like a literal passing of the torch. Mainieri spent the
previous 15 years coaching the Tigers and led them to a
National Championship in the 2009 season. This would
leave big shoes to fill for any coach stepping into this
position, but Johnson from the day he was hired knew and
embraced the expectations and challenges that come with
being the head baseball coach at LSU.
The game itself went as many expected. LSU dominated;
the offense came alive late and Blake Money proved he
has what it takes to be the Friday night starter, pitching
seven shutout innings and striking out 10 batters. Johnson
was lauded by many for what he did with the roster in the
offseason, and that had a major effect on the offensive
performance tonight. JUCO transfer Brayden Jobert opened
the scoring with an absolue bomb of a solo home run in the
fourth inning and finished 2-2 with two RBIs on the night.
Jobert was one of many new faces expected to bolster LSU’s
offense and tonight was just a small taste of what may be to
come from the Sophomore out of Slidell.
“I was just glad to get an opportunity,” Jobert said, having
entered the game as a replacement for the injured Cade
Beloso. “Fortunately for me it ended up as a homerun, but
I’m very fortunate to have that opportunity and I’m very
glad we came out with a win.”
It is never a good idea to over-analyze a college baseball
team’s opening night performance, but when it’s the first
game under a new coach, fans are eager to have all their
questions answered on night one. There is not a whole lot
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that can be gathered from LSU beating up on an objectively
bad Maine team, but this game was the culmination of the
last eight months that Johsnon has spent shaping this team
and program in his image.
Ever since Skip Bertman took over in 1984 and turned
LSU into a powerhouse, the program has had the winning
DNA and mentality it takes to compete at the highest level.
From Bertman to Mainieri, LSU remained a powerhouse, so
an overhaul of the program was not what LSU was looking
for. However, finding a coach who can step into a situation
with immense pressure like LSU and keep things going
while running the program his own way is not easy to find
and Johnson’s work this offseason had fans excited that
LSU found that coach in Johnson.
From his work in the transfer portal, to signing the No. 1
recruiting class, Johnson proved his work ethic behind the
scenes early, and the only thing fans were still waiting to
see was the performance of his team. This in itself brings
pressure, and that could be felt as the game featured little
action going into the bottom of the fourth inning. In
the bottom of the fourth however, Jobert’s homerun got
the party started for the Tigers and the rest of the game
personified the excitement and promise that came from
Johnson’s first offseason in Baton Rouge.
“It was awesome,” Johnson said, talking about how it felt
to finally make his debut.
The next national championship is hardly built in one
game, but this game was the perfect opportunity for the big
ball of excitement created by the offseason to finally burst.
Bertman and Manieri both joined Johnson on the field
before the game and the result and performance from the
team was one that very much fit the standard set by those
two men.

A New Jay
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Jacob Berry had never been to Louisiana before. He knew a
few things about the state’s relationship with baseball, but he had
never experienced the passion and energy for himself.
So when there were nearly a dozen cameras filming his first
interview on LSU baseball’s Media Day, along with numerous
other recording devices, Berry looked overwhelmed. He had
never seen anything like this.
“I didn’t even see them in [Nebraska],” Berry commented on
the amount of media attention present. “So that’s a little bit new
to me.”
He gave a shaky smile and continued. “Just trying to do the
best I can right now.”
Berry grew up in a suburb of Phoenix, Arizona in a town
called Queen Creek. The oldest of four, the Berry family loved
baseball and softball. Arizona is a hotbed for the game, with
the Cactus League taking place all over the state for some
MLB spring training, and the Arizona Diamondbacks making
their home in Phoenix as well. Perry Berry, Jacob’s father, was a
massive influence on his children’s lives, and one of the easiest
ways was taking Jacob and his family to Diamondbacks games.
“I remember watching Paul Goldschmidt growing up,” Jacob
said. “Just the way he played the game was unbelievable. A great
character guy, plays the game and just did everything the right
way. That’s how I approach my game and how I want to play as a
player.”
When he wasn’t watching games at Chase Field, Jacob was
working with his seasoned veteran of a father. Perry played four
stellar seasons in UL-Lafayette as an infielder and was drafted by
the Houston Astros in the fourth round of the 1990 MLB draft.
He spent four years in the minor leagues but never made a major
league appearance.
Since then, he has served in the Arizona public school system
as the Queen Creek County School Superintendent, where he got
to be very involved in his son’s growth as a player and a person.
“He’s been my biggest supporter in everything: baseball,
school, and life,” Jacob said fondly of his father.
The strength of their relationship was palpable with his
words. One of the first things he taught his son on the field
was to switch hit, something most players don’t develop into a
legitimate skill until much later in their careers.
“I’ve been switch hitting as long as I can remember,” Jacob
said. “My dad had me switch hit because I couldn’t hit a breaking
ball. He was a pretty good player, I thought, and he taught
me both ways. I’ve just been doing it for so long, and it’s been
working out pretty good for me now.”
“Pretty good” might be an understatement. Berry led his
Arizona team in home runs (17), RBIs (70), slugging percentage
(.676) and OPS (1.115) and was second in batting average
(.352) as a freshman. He was awarded numerous All-American
accolades from multiple media outlets, as well as Collegiate
Baseball’s National Co-Freshman of the Year and a Dick Howser
Trophy semifinalist. Arizona made it to Omaha but lost in two
consecutive games in an early exit. With Goldschmidt-like
power and Chipper Jones-like versatility at the plate, Berry was
spectacular last season.
Jay Johnson saw it firsthand; as the Wildcats’ coach last season,
he was able to understand what made Berry so special as the
most prolific switch hitter in the college game. What he observed
played a large role in his effort to bring Berry to Baton Rouge.
“Hitting is hard, so to manage both sides is really hard,”
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Johnson said of Berry. “I think a couple things that helped him
with that is he started at a young age and is very simple and has
really sound fundamentals, and he’s incredibly strong. With an
aluminum bat in his hands and all of those qualities, he sees the
ball really well and has great plate discipline, so the pitches he
swings at are usually ones he can impact.”
“I’ve had such a great relationship (with Johnson) for about
five, six years,” Berry said. “He gave me the opportunity to finish
my college career here, and I was really thankful for it. I’ve just
had such a great relationship with him, and it’s the reason I’m
here now.”
Following Johnson to Baton Rouge has not been easy for
the 20 year old. Berry was an Arizona kid after all, and to pick
everything up and move 1,000 miles away at that age to pursue
as specific a goal as getting LSU back to Omaha and building a
strong scouting report as the MLB draft approaches is a difficult
thing to process. Berry mentioned how amazing it was to see
4,000 people show up for LSU’s fall scrimmage against ULLafayette.
Yet, despite all the cameras and growing popularity, Berry is
staying true to himself while meshing his interests with what
Louisiana has to offer. The humble sophomore must have
inherited some of his father’s love for the state. The result: A
young man who is confident in who he is in spite of the culture
shock.
“The food’s amazing, and one of the things that I love to do is
hunt and fish,” Berry smiled and said. “I’ve actually gotten to go
duck hunting a few times, and I went bass fishing.”
Berry’s relationships with his teammates have bloomed
quickly. Before even arriving on campus, he met the only player
on LSU’s team with a higher OPS (by 0.001) last season while
playing on Team USA—Dylan Crews. Together, the two built
their friendship and hitting prowess, putting the SEC on notice
before Berry even reached to Baton Rouge for the fall. Crews was
very impressed with Berry’s consistent dedication to his craft,
and the duo love to compete and push each other to get better.
“As soon as I saw him pull his name out of Arizona, I had a
good feeling that he was coming over here,” Crews said. “It was
awesome. Hitting in front of him, hitting behind him, it’s just
been great. Having a guy like that, it rarely happens.”
Cade Beloso has been at LSU for four years now. He has the
privilege to play with hit king Antoine Duplantis, dynamic hitter
Daniel Cabrera, and just last year the astounding season Dylan
Crews had. It takes a lot for him to see something new and
noteworthy—Jacob Berry fit the bill.
“I’ve never actually gotten to see a switch hitter before, so that
was pretty cool,” Beloso laughed. “He rakes from both sides. He’s
always just so focused on the moment.”
It is a perfect recipe for success when the best players are the
hard workers, and Berry is a key contributor to that. The switchhitting kid from Arizona, son of a Louisiana baseball father, who
works hard and hits the ball harder is going to be a player LSU
fans will fall in love with this year. There was no reason for Berry
to be overwhelmed on Friday; this is a perfect match.
Bryce Collins saw Berry play for a full season together at
Arizona as freshmen. His reaction to Berry’s abilities is probably
the most fitting conclusion on who Jacob Berry is: Watch what I
do, not what I say.
“You guys just need to see what he’s going to be able to do,”
Collins said with a knowing grin.
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Jacob Berry

Meet Matt
A new era began for LSU men’s basketball in the Bill
Lawton Room of Tiger Stadium on Wednesday, as Matt
McMahon was officially announced as LSU’s 25th men’s
basketball head coach.
McMahon comes to LSU off the back of a successful
tenure at Murray State, where he became widely regarded
as one of the best young coaches in the country. Now after
a 31-3 season and NCAA Tournament berth, his stock is
higher than ever.
Murray State is a mid-major school that has seen a
large amount of conference success over their decades in
the Ohio Valley Conference, appearing in over half of the
NCAA tournaments since they expanded the number of
teams to 64 in 1985 as the conference’s representative.
Other than Coach McMahon, Murray State has
produced other well-known coaches such as Billy Kennedy
and Steve Prohm, who had up-and-down tenures at Texas
A&M and Iowa State respectively. Most notably, Mick
Cronin, who had Cincinnati appear in nine straight NCAA
Tournaments and currently has UCLA in its second
straight Sweet 16.
Of the four Racer coaches since 2003, just two have
made the tournament more than once: Mick Cronin with
two out of three and Matt McMahon with three out of
seven.
Though Murray State won its division in McMahon’s
first year at the helm, that season was particularly shaky
compared to the Racers’ previous season with Prohm,
where they had finished the regular season undefeated in
conference play and narrowly missed the tournament.
Overall, McMahon finished with about a 70% winning
percentage at a record of 154-67, with the most recent
season being his best (31-3). He proved his ability to both
rebuild and maintain a program, which will be critical at
LSU.
Stepping into the mess that is LSU men’s basketball
right now, it is fair to say McMahon will have his work
cut out for him in the beginning. LSU will most likely get
some sort of sanctions from the NCAA, which will put
some serious limitations on recruiting.
For one, scholarship restrictions are the first penalties
LSU is expected to get and if the program gets a
postseason ban, that will make it even harder to attract
recruits.

60

The first step to this process is to wait and see who
from the current roster and recruiting class stays and goes.
LSU has now lost all four commits of its 2022 recruiting
class, but no one on the current roster has announced
any plans to leave the program so far. When asked about
re-recruiting the current players at his opening press
conference McMahon outlined his approach.
“That’s the most important thing here,” McMahon said.
“We’ve hit the ground running. We’re going to invest a lot
of time with our players. I want people who want to be
here.”
Under sanctions, recruiting is tough, but the argument
can be made that McMahon, an already established
recruiter, will have an even easier time at LSU. Looking
at his time at Murray State, McMahon recruited and
developed multiple NBA players, most notably Ja Morant.
Acquiring Morant was a pivotal point in McMahon’s
coaching progression, as the team’s transformation was
immediate. In his two seasons with the program, Murray
State made the tournament twice as a 12-seed and
advanced to the Round of 32 in one of those after an upset,
blowout victory over five-seed Marquette.
While Morant’s time with the Racers was important
in re-establishing Murray State’s success and getting
McMahon out of a potential hole, McMahon’s most recent
season is what prevented those seasons from being flukes.
Being able to produce players like that at a mid-major
school proves that McMahon is both great at evaluating
talent and developing players coming out of high school.
Pair that with an environment like LSU, where five-star
players have already been coming, this leads many to
believe that McMahon could be a great recruiter in Baton
Rouge.
In the first couple of years, it is no secret that McMahon
will have to rely heavily on the transfer portal. Anytime
a new coach comes in, transfers are common but they
will be especially frequent in this situation. The first place
McMahon will likely look is the Murray State roster he left
behind which featured tremendous young talent.
The first couple of years will be a transition period for
LSU men’s basketball, but McMahon has made it known
that he is ready for the challenge. This starts a new era in
Baton Rouge, and one that has fans hopeful for the future
of a program trying to get its momentum back.

McMahon
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LSU hurdler Alia Armstrong made history on Saturday
at the Randal Tyson Track Center as she became the
third-fastest hurdler in NCAA history with a time of 7.86
in the 60-meter hurdles to win the event as the Tigers
closed out competition at the 2-day Razorback Invitational.
Armstrong won her previous two events to start the 2022
season in the 60-meter hurdles and even cracked eight
seconds in her last race, a 7.96-second win at the Red Raider
Open last weekend.
She advanced to the finals after winning her preliminary
heat in a smooth qualifying time of 7.99 seconds. Running
out of lane four, Armstrong was flawless over the five
hurdles on her way to clocking a career-best time of 7.86
seconds. An elated reaction burst out of Armstrong once
she saw the finalized time of 7.86 on the scoreboard. That
matched LSU’s school record that Tonea Marshall set
back in 2020 and it moved her up into a three-way tie with
Marshall and Grace Stark of Florida for the third-fastest
time ever run in NCAA history. It’s also tied for the NCAA
lead this year and set a Razorback Invitational meet record.
John Meyer and Apalos Edwards notched podium
finishes in their respective events. Meyer tossed a season
best of 63’ 6.75” (19.37 meters) to finish second in the
men’s shot put. In his LSU debut, Edwards took third with
a triple jump of 51’ 5.50” (15.68 meters).
The LSU distance crew accomplished five additional
personal bests on the day as all three women in the mile –
Alicia Stamey (4:49.02), Addison Stevenson (4:50.36), Sara
Funderburk (4:53.55) – ran the best races of their life in
the event. On the men’s side, Jackson Martingayle (8:26.35)
and Will Dart (8:30.90) collected personal bests in the
3,000-meter run.
The Tigers had three finalists in the 60-meter dash.
Kenroy Higgins II placed fourth with a time of 6.69,
and Dorian Camel took fifth at 6.73, which equaled his
personal best. Tionna Beard-Brown placed sixth in the
women’s final of the 60 meters with a time of 7.38.
The women’s 4x400 meter relay of Garriel White,
Amber Anning, Michaela Rose, and Favour Ofili closed
out the meet with a season best of 3:34.40 to rank No. 7 in
the NCAA.
Davis Bove cracked the four-minute barrier in the mile
for the third time in his career on Saturday with a run of
3:57.88 to place third in the event. He covered the final 400
meters of the race with a split of 57.85 to dip below four
minutes. His other two sub-four-minute performances
came a year ago including his school record of 3:57.49 that
he clocked in Nashville, Tennessee.
Michaela Rose and Katy-Ann McDonald ran to fourth
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and fifth place finishes in the 800-meter run. Rose ran the
10th fastest time in LSU history in her debut in the event
for LSU with a readout of 2:04.80, and McDonald followed
closely with a time of 2:05.27.
In the 400-meter dash, Amber Anning was LSU’s
top woman finisher with a fifth place time of 52.78, and
Ashton Hicks ran his first open 400 meters in the Purple &
Gold with a time of 46.75 to place fourth.
On Friday, Abigail O’Donoghue and Favour Ofili won
events titles in the high jump and 200-meter dash. Abigail
O’Donoghue’s win was her first of the 2022 season, and it
came alongside a season best. O’Donoghue cleared heights
of 5’ 8.75” (1.75 meters), 5’ 10.75” (1.80 meters), 6’ (1.83
meters), and 6’ 1.25” (1.86 meters) without missing on
her way to victory. The clearance of 6’ 1.25” ranks as the
second-best in the NCAA this season. O’Donoghue tried
to clear what would have been a personal best and LSU
school record of 6’ 2.75” (1.90 meters) but ended the event
after one miss at the height.
Nyagoa Bayak leapt to a season’s best of 6’ (1.83 meters)
to place second in the women’s high jump with the eighth
best clearance in the NCAA this season, and Morgan
Smalls notched a mark of 5’ 10.75” (1.80 meters) to place
fourth. Smalls’ clearance of 5’ 10.75” enters her name
into the LSU record book at the No. 9 spot alongside
Hareldau Argyle. O’Donoghue (No. 1/6’ 2.25”) and Bayak
(No. 6/6’ 0.50”) also are in the LSU top 10 from previous
performances.
In the 200 meters, Ofili was the top finisher in a field
of 49 runners. Ofili circled the 200-meter track once in
a time of 22.80 seconds to win her heat and the event in
what ended up being the third-fastest time of the year this
season in the NCAA. Out of the 49, Ofili was the only
runner to crack 23 seconds. Alia Armstrong (23.76) and
Leah Phillips (23.99) both registered personal bests in
the 200-meter event to finish 12th and 17th, respectively.
Symone Mason placed 16th with a time of 23.90.
Serena Bolden earned a podium finish in the women’s
long jump with the best jump of her indoor career. She
leapt to a mark of 19’ 10.25” (6.05 meters) on her sixth and
final jump of the event to move up into third place. In the
men’s long jump, Ji’eem Bullock took eighth place with a
mark of 25’ 5.75” (7.46 meters).
Freshman Dyllon Nimmers ran a career-best time of
1:20.98 in the 600-meter run to place eighth in his event,
and throwers Jon Nerdal and Jake Norris finished seventh
and eighth with tosses of 65’ 7.50” (20.00 meters) and 65’
7” (19.99 meters).

Record Books
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Before the game, Chris Guillot made his rounds with everyone
he has spent so much time with over his years. He smiled, shook
hands, and chatted with so many of the loyal LSU fans he has
come to know so well.
Known by most as “The Sign Guy” or “The guy who yells”,
Guillot has been leading the iconic “Geaux…Tigers…” cheers
at Alex Box since 1986. He’s gotten to know hundreds of fans,
players, and even umpires. He’s seen four coaches come through
the university, an engagement to his wife in the Box, a newborn
son he is more proud of than anything, and thousands of Tiger
baseball games and moments both at home and on the road.
He has invested hours upon hours of time into this game that
he loves so much. For anyone familiar with the program, the sign,
with “GEAUX” spelled out in big purple capital letters on a gold
background, is as synonymous with the team and its fans as the
purple and gold colors themselves.
When LSU is making a rally at the plate, Guillot stands and
unleashes the sign and his trademark yell of the five letter word
LSU fans know how to respond to with only one correct answer.
The chant fills the stadium and breathes life into the park.
Pitchers start to feel the pressure, batters plug in to the energy,
and the fans relentlessly give everything they have to pull their
Tigers back into the game.
For Guillot, he just sees himself as a steward to the fanbase.
As a friend to all, he loves the fanbase and his part in it. When
I first asked him if he would be willing to talk to me, I told
him how much of an impact he’s had on my love for the game.
Immediately, he shook his head and smiled at me, assuring me
that it was about the fans, not him, that were making the impact.
“I hate the word ‘I’,” Guillot said. “I love the word ‘we’.”
That doesn’t mean he’s not aware of his responsibility as
one of the most invested fans at the games. He’s been around
the game long enough to understand when the right moment
is to infuse the team with the crowd’s energy. He often mixes
in chants of “L-S-U” and “Here we go, Tigers, here we go.” The
energy at the stadium will often go as he goes.
“Other people yell, and not everybody yells back,” Guillot said
with a humble look. “I yell, and everybody yells.”
Guillot grew up in Donaldsonville, LA, a 45-minute drive
from LSU’s campus, but right along the Mississippi River just
like the school he adores. With his brother and cousins, he grew
up playing baseball just like most American kids his age. Some
of his family went on to play professionally, but he just stayed
in Louisiana, using his charismatic personality to succeed as a
chemical salesman.
“It’s in my blood,” Guillot said. “My grandpa, he died when
my mom was a young kid. He was a big baseball fan. He glued
himself to the radio. It’s in my blood.”
Guillot didn’t always have his patented tickets down the third
base line where he sits for every LSU home game. It took his
passion for the game and a decent bit of luck while he was just
getting out of college.
“It was a DA out of St. Charles, and I was working behind the
counter in a bar in Donaldsonville, my family restaurant,” Guillot said.
The lawyer could see there was something different about
Guillot. He had a love for the game that was unrivaled by others
his age. That wasn’t something that just developed overnight. It
was a product of his environment.
“He goes ‘Hold one second,’” Guillot said. “He walked over to
his car, and he gave me the family package. It was four tickets,
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two parents and two children. I just used it for one ticket. I would
get there, and at the time, there were not reserved seats for the
gold section in the old Box. I’d get there early and sit in the first
row, because I didn’t want to aggravate him.”
And it sprouted from there. Guillot watched the LSU program
grow before his very eyes just a few feet in front of him. Skip
Bertman took the reins of the program in 1984, just in time for
Guillot to see him build the team up to the legendary status
it has today. Bertman rattled off five national championships
in 1990s, Smoke Laval took over the team shortly after, and
then Paul Mainieri got his turn and won LSU’s sixth national
championship following him in 2009.
And Guillot has been there to see it all, all the way into the
next heir to the college baseball throne in Jay Johnson. He told
me he’s learned something unique from each one of them.
“For Skip, it was ‘never give up’,” Guillot said. “For Smoke it
was ‘teach me, show me.’ For Paul, ‘be persistent.’ And for Jay, it’s
about attention to details and togetherness. ‘We.’”
As the team matured, so did Guillot. He got his career started,
got his roots established in the state he was raised in, and even
got engaged. In the old Box. His two favorite moments that
he’s seen in the hallowed stadium over the years? That day of
his engagement, and getting to carrying his newborn son into
the stadium for the first time with him. It speaks to Guillot the
person that at the end of the day, the memories of the baseball
itself, with the countless hours he has spent watching the game
he adores, get swept away when it comes to his family. That’s
what got him into the game in the first place, and it’s what’s
made those moments so special for him and millions of other
baseball fans who have dedicated so much energy into the game.
Guillot is incredibly proud of his son. He recently graduated
from high school and received commissions from the three
major service academies in Army, Navy, and Air Force. He’ll be
attending West Point, and he is the joy of Guillot’s life.
That’s the real beauty of Guillot’s story, a manifestation
of the pride he has in what he does and the people dear to
him in his life. He is a perfect example of what baseball, and
truthfully sports, have done for so many families: bring them
closer together through the shared experience of investing in
something that is bigger than themselves. The fanbase Guillot
is a part of is another family he’s honored to be a member of. I
asked him if there was one word he could use to describe LSU
baseball fans. “Passionate,” he said.
But LSU fans are not strictly passionate for winning. They are
rather fervent defenders of the game, so that they can preserve
what it does for them and more importantly, the individuals on
the field.
“The difference in me, the coaches, the fans, the friendships
made with the players,” Guillot said. “It’s just a game.”
Guillot speaks for everyone who visits the Box when he
states how appreciative the fans are to have these experiences,
relationships, and memories that the players give them every
season.
“What I love about our fans and our athletic director is that
they always put the players and the university first,” Guillot said.
This story isn’t really about Chris Guillot. Instead, it’s about
what baseball has done for people like Guillot all over the world,
not just Louisiana or this country. It’s no wonder he walks around
the stadium with a smile before each game.
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Who is
Chris Guillot?

Student Life

Tailgating
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After three years off campus, LSU’s fraternities returned
to the Parade Grounds on Saturdays to tailgate before
home football games. The weekend of Sept. 18 kicked off
the return of the rich tradition after a long hiatus before
the Tigers’ first home game of the season against Central
Michigan.
Since fall of 2018, LSU has limited tailgating to the fields
near University High and University Laboratory School.
Following the tragic death of Max Gruver at the hands
of senseless hazing, LSU banned Greek chapters from
tailgating on the Parade Grounds. This was also due to lack
of security that was willing to work the day-long event.
Students, especially in Greek life at LSU, were especially
eager to return to their known tailgating spot. With
16 fraternities posted with tents, the parade grounds
were filled. LSUPD officers were present and made sure
everything was always OK.
“I came to some parade ground tailgates before I was a

student,” junior Delta Chi member Campbell Owen said. “I
think it was a lot of fun, it was cool having everyone in one
spot.”
To keep campus clean, LSU’s Facility Services
Department distributes trash bags throughout campus on
game days.
“The Parade Ground is a central location that gives us
the best opportunity to offer adequate security and facilities
to all the student organizations holding tailgates on game
days.” LSU Media Relations Director Ernie Ballard said via
Twitter.
While the vaccine policy stood in place for entrance to
the stadium, the outdoor tailgating event did not have a
restriction on whether attendees were vaccinated or not.
Tailgating can begin as early as the Friday before game day
at 5 p.m. Even for games starting at 11 a.m., LSU students
did not fail to make it out and tailgate before cheering on
the Tigers.

Photos by Peter Nguyen
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There may be over 30,000 students that call Louisiana
State University home right now, but not every single one
can leave a lasting legacy. However, there is a small group of
six students that’s managed to do just that this year.
The Balcony Bengals—a collection of friends from
Baton Rouge—never expected to grow so big and have such
a strong social media presence. What initially started as
a Twitter account grew into something much bigger than
these friends could ever imagine. They started in football
season, tailgating only 15 minutes away from the stadium.
One day, they looked up from their usual spot and noticed
some people up on a balcony. Sooner than later, they ended
up on the balcony having a party, playing music, just how
you would do on any LSU gameday.
A couple weeks passed and the group started to gather a
liking. People would wave up to the balcony and the group
would even chant “GEAUX TIGERS” with fans. The group
is composed of six LSU students: Brandon Barrient, Eli
Coleman, Dean Compton, Myles Diez, Gant Gautreaux and
Jacob Hall, who is more commonly known as “Goatman.”
They decided they needed a name as their following
continued to grow, and Gautreaux came up with “Balcony
Bengals.” Compton got straight to work and made a Gmail
and Twitter account in the middle of Tiger Stadium during
the Central Michigan game. They got a sign made with
their name spray painted on and rolled from there.
“None of this was really planned,” Barrient said. “This
was all by chance and by passion and by sharing our
experiences.”
Not only did they have a strong energy in football
season, but they carried it straight into basketball season, as
well. Having a strong fan presence caught the eye of many

people, including Director of Basketball Operations Nelson
Hernandez, Associate AD of Marketing and Broadcast
Operations Dave Heskin and then-Men’s Basketball Head
Coach Will Wade.
These men were hoping they could lead the way to
revitalize the student section with the Balcony Bengals’
help. The group caught some traction and began to get
noticed by the student section. Its hype video on Twitter
also sent the Balcony Bengals into the public eye. This led
to partnerships with brands including The Jordy Culotta
Show, One Team One Podcast, Fred’s Bar and Modesto.
On a regular day at a basketball game, the first step is to
get there early. The group makes sure it gets a good spot in
the PMAC, and once the six are in, the hour clock seems
to pass fairly quickly. They describe it as pure chaos in the
student section and they like to have a good time. Diez
describes the experience as “electric” and he encourages
everyone to join him and his friends. Absolutely no sitting
down is allowed, and the Balcony Bengals are always found
on their feet.
“My favorite part is the connections we’ve made,”
Coleman said. “I never would have thought three months
ago I would have the contacts I have now. Once you
graduate college and move on, you’ll still have these great
connections.
At the end of the day, the Balcony Bengals are a great
group of friends who share the same passion. They plan
to continue their journey through the baseball season and
show support to women’s athletics, as well. Their biggest
thing is that they’re here with the students, rooting for the
same cause. If you’re here to yell for the Tigers, you’re a
friend of the Balcony Bengals.

Photos by Chynna McClinton
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Homecoming

LSU announced its 2021 homecoming royalty during
the football game against Florida on Saturday, Oct. 16. The
court and senior royalty members were introduced during
halftime and completed a walk across the stadium field.
Seniors Chandler Black and Claudia Henry were
crowned king and queen for the year. Black is a sports
administration major from Atlanta, Georgia, and Henry
is a mass communication major from Watson, Louisiana.
The position of king and queen gave them several
representation opportunities, including being emcees at the
LSU Holiday Spectacular.
Henry said that the game was such a fun day. She added
that it was awesome to walk down Victory Hill with the
band and she felt extremely grateful to be able to represent
a university she loves so much.
“Walking across the field and looking up at thousands
of people will be an experience I will never forget,” Henry
said. “I was completely shocked when I heard my name
announced.”
Homecoming Court starts with an application process.
Following applications, a number of students are selected
for an interview process where they are interviewed by
judges consisting of students, alumni and LSU faculty. This
then places students on the court itself. After this, a vote is

cast via TigerLink as the student body declares its king and
queen.
As court members, the court was responsible for
attending different homecoming events throughout the
week. This included meetings and photo opportunities.
They also attended the Swae Lee homecoming concert at
the Parade Grounds, where they were presented on stage.
LSU Homecoming Week is put on by LSU Campus Life
and the Homecoming Student Committee. Homecoming
Day was the biggest part of the week. They got up early to
have breakfast at the Faculty Club and took many pictures.
Then, they joined the Tiger Band for a parade. Before and
after the game, they got sideline access and were presented
at halftime to a massive crowd at Tiger Stadium.
Junior court member Miller Dickerson is from Hot
Springs, Arkansas. She said that as an out of state student,
this experience was extremely special to her.
“I didn’t have any connection to the university before
attending, but it has since become my home,” Dickerson
said. “I absolutely adore LSU and being able to serve on
homecoming court is an experience I am never going to
forget. I highly recommend everyone to take a chance and
apply!”

Photos by Georgia Jones
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Pool Volleyball

The UREC at LSU hosted its first ever pool intramural
volleyball tournament at the Outdoor Pool on Oct. 1st. The
tournament consisted of four teams and was played using a
single-elimination method.
The tournament was scored like any regular pick-up
game. The rules stated a team must reach 21 points in
each set and the leading squad had to win each set by two
points. A good, old-fashioned game of “rock, paper scissors”
decided which side began the match. The pre-match
decisive game and the entire tournament were monitored
by Coordinator for Intramural Sports and Camps at the
UREC, Shan Paracka, as well as other UREC employees.
“This is our first ever pool volleyball tournament,”
Paracka said. “We’re always looking for new ways to interact
with all students. The tournament was an opportunity to
start something new that we haven’t done in the past.”
Team A, which consisted of Sun Lee, Emily Vu, Kameron
Southichark, and Mia Hou, was not new to the concept of
being a team. They have played sports together in the past,
such as indoor and beach volleyball, but said they have
never competed with each other in the water.
“Mia and I were scrolling through IMLeauges and we

were like ‘Wait, there’s pool volleyball?’ and we said ‘Let’s
do it!’’’ Lee said.
Team A played its first round game against Team C and
came away with the victory. Team C’s consisted of Garrett
Acosta, Stephen Baudier, Jake Leger and Ty Priola. Team C
also said it found out about the tournament on the UREC
website.
“If they made a league out of this, that would be pretty
fun,” Baudier said. “We would get to play more than once,
even if we lose.”
Next in the bracket, Team B took on Team D. Team B’s
players include James Albano, Mark Albano, Bella Hommel
and Michael Martinez. Team B eventually moved on to the
final round to compete against Team A in the tournament’s
finale. The championship game was competitive, and
everyone was on the edge of their seats throughout.
Eliminated teams and close friends gathered around to
watch intently, but in the end, Team A took the title with a
21-15 win.
“There’s no I in team,” Southichark said. “It was
definitely a team effort to get this win.”

Photos by Georgia Jones
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With one deep breath in and one deep breath out, Janice
Goodloe is able to create a transcendental experience for a
room chock-full of LSU students in her Yoga for Relaxation
class at the UREC.
Goodloe, an administrative program specialist at LSU’s
Office of International Programs, is beloved by those who
take her class. As she guides students through each yoga
pose with her gentle voice, cooing words of peace and
encouragement, they can feel themselves let go of all the
stress and anxiety of their day.
“Just knowing that I can help someone else and be the
highlight of their day? That is priceless,” Goodloe said.
Goodloe started working at the university in 1985 and
began teaching fitness classes in 1988. Before the UREC
was built in the ‘90s, Goodloe taught dance and step
aerobics classes in the Carl Maddox and Huey P. Long field
houses with a boombox in tow. After a knee injury, a doctor
recommended trying yoga to relieve her pain.
The more yoga classes she took, the better her knee felt.
Goodloe was hooked and decided to start teaching yoga at
the UREC in 2005. Practicing yoga has helped her breathe
through the everyday movements she makes that would
usually strain someone’s body.
“At my age, I have very good flexibility, strength and
posture, and it’s all because of yoga,” Goodloe said.
The response to Goodloe’s class has been overwhelming,
with the 30 available spots in her Monday and Wednesday
5:30 p.m. sessions filling up within minutes of registration
opening. She often has an extensive waitlist of people
hoping someone cannot make the class so they can snag a
spot. People can’t wait to join her class and feel her loving
energy.
“She’s just an angel, honestly,” marketing junior Emily
Wesley said. “Every time I come to this class, I always walk
away feeling ten times less stressed than when I walked in.
It’s so good for kids our age to get into yoga right now so
you can build a lifelong habit from it.”
Students are overcome by a feeling of calmness upon
entering Goodloe’s class. Her passion for creating a
welcoming and tranquil atmosphere radiates throughout
the course, assuring all that they are in a safe space.
“I start my classes by saying, ‘Please remember that
there is no judgment, and there is no competition,’”
Goodloe said.
“If you’re a beginner, enjoy being a beginner. We all
began at one point some time. Listen to your body, listen
to your spirit. In yoga, pain is no game.”
Tye Tavaras, director of global partnerships at the

university’s Office of International Programs, is Goodloe’s
coworker who now frequents Goodloe’s classes.
“She just radiated such gentleness and positivity,”
Tavaras said. “When she told me she was teaching yoga, I
knew I had to come for the class.”
“I didn’t quite know what to expect the first time I came,
but she created an environment that was so welcoming and
comfortable that I was going to become a regular,” Tavaras
said.
When people tell Goodloe they are slightly nervous
about the class, she tells them that yoga is about listening
to your body and doing whatever is best for you. There
is no competition in her class, and no one is watching
anyone else. Everyone is on a private journey.”
“We’re all there for a common goal; to tap into each
other’s auras and bring positive energy to the class,”
Goodloe said.
Even Goodloe herself was once a beginner, unsure
of what to do and slightly apprehensive. It took time,
practice, and patience to get to the level she is today.
“When I took that first yoga class, and I did that warrior
pose? My arms were shaking, and my legs were shaking.”
Goodloe’s yoga class is a mixed bag of yoga newbies,
seasoned pros and even the occasional university
powerlifters and track runners looking to loosen their
rigid bodies. Regardless of who is in attendance, Goodloe
encourages students to go with their emotions.
If they are having fun, she loves to see smiles and hear
laughter. If they are overcome with emotion, she wants
them to let themselves cry. Goodloe said that allowing
yourself to let go and release your emotions is a part of the
yoga experience and her class at the UREC.
“I am truly honored to work at the LSU UREC, this
wonderful and beautiful facility, in my beautiful yoga
studio,” Goodloe said.
Goodloe thanked the facility services workers and the
entire UREC staff for helping her throughout her career.
At the end of every one of her yoga classes, Goodloe
has the class participate in what is called “Shavasana,”
when you lie flat down on your yoga mat, relax your body
and meditate. Goodloe softy coaxes the class into a state
of meditation in the silent room. Many students find that
they drift off to sleep during this time.
“When someone comes up to me after class and says,
‘Ms. Janice, your voice is so calming, and it makes me so
relaxed, I can fall asleep,’ there are just no words to express
how much that means to me,” said Goodloe.
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The UREC opened a new $200,000 outdoor fitness
space this year following a grand opening ceremony. The
2,500-square-foot space features pull-up bars, plyo boxes,
battle ropes and a small storage building with extra workout
equipment like kettlebells, weighted sandbags and mats.
The new space is located behind the pool in the grass
field near the tennis courts and will be open during regular
UREC hours.
“The space out there is roughly 2,500 square feet with
no ceiling height, so we were able to put things outside that
couldn’t conventionally be put inside because of height
constraints,” said Brad Wilson, associate director of UREC
facility and operations.
Construction of the space began two years ago and
was funded through student fees. Wilson said the space is
meant to be consistent with the UREC’s indoor space while
offering the benefits of being outside.
Students don’t have to wear masks while using the space,
but outdoor classes that will be hosted in the space will
require social distancing.
“We’re hopeful it’s attractive to anyone,” Wilson said.
“Fast forwarding to a time when masks aren’t required,
we still want this area to be as attractive as working out
indoors.”
Business junior John Trapp was among the first students
to use the new facility Wednesday. He said he’s looking
forward to not wearing a mask while exercising at the
UREC.
“If you’ve tried to do a squat with a mask on, it’s worse
than anything else,” Trapp said.

The new space will host at least eight classes Monday
through Saturday with about 30 students per class.
Assistant vice president for Student Health and
Wellbeing Dan Bureau oversees the implementation of
health and wellness programs across campus, including the
new space at the UREC.
“This is one more way to help people realize that they
can achieve their goals, their physical wellness goals,
through coming here,” Bureau said.
Bre’una Keeton, assistant director of fitness and wellness
at the UREC, emphasized the “open space” aspect of the
UREC’s outdoor facility.The intent was for students to be
able to create their own workout plan.
“They can pretty much create their own training
program and regime when they’re here,” Keeton said.
With so much open space, yoga classes can be hosted one
day, then calisthenics the next.
Representatives from the UREC, Student Government
and LSU Health and Wellbeing pulled apart a ribbon
during the opening ceremony.
Student Government Vice President Abbie Grace
Milligan says the UREC and Student Government worked
in collaboration during the project.
“We’re grateful that they’re willing to work with us and
listen to us and let us have a say,” Milligan said.
“At the end of the day, here at UREC, we want to foster
active, healthy lifestyles,” Keeton said. “It’s not just how you
feel in the moment but it’s how you feel when you leave
LSU.”

Photos by Dylan Borel
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Hurricane Ida, the second most damaging hurricane to
hit Louisiana on record, made landfall Aug. 29. The storm
left LSU students out of class for a few days on just the
second week back to school.
Hurricane Ida was a destructive category four hurricane
that affected Cuba, the Gulf Coast and parts of Northeast
America. It developed from a tropical wave into a major
hurricane in just three days, a seemingly unprecedented
evolution. Its wind speeds reached up to 150 miles per hour
at its peak. Some of the hardest hit areas were left without
power for weeks.
“On September 1st, Ida’s remnants delivered a regional
tornado outbreak to the northern Mid-Atlantic,” forecaster
and researcher Ian Livingston stated in a Washington Post
article. “Several tornadoes in this part of the event were
unusually strong for tropical remnants, probably in part
due to the storm transitioning to an extratropical system
featuring a warm front and a cold front.”
Over a million homes and businesses in Louisiana
were without power after the storm, including all of New
Orleans, where catastrophic damage occurred to the city’s
transformers. Although some hurricanes weaken when they
land, Ida remained a major hurricane for nine hours.
As the hurricane took out numerous telephone and
electrical lines in Louisiana, much of Southeast Louisiana
remained without 911 service. This is because a routing
facility that directed calls to each parish’s dispatch center
was out of service, according to Tyrell Morris, head of

emergency communications in New Orleans.
Millions of power outages took a toll on Louisiana,
leaving Entergy with numerous power lines to restore.
Some homes in Louisiana did not get power back until late
September.
“Ida’s historic intensity has brought a tremendous
amount of damage across Louisiana and Mississippi,”
Entergy’s home website stated in an update. “We have
made significant progress and in the coming days expect
this to continue. However, because of the extent of damage
and rebuilding required, we expect recovery to be difficult
and challenging, and customers in the hardest-hit areas in
Louisiana should expect extended power outages lasting for
weeks.”
Along with shortages in power, Louisiana also dealt with
a large shortage of gas. With people fueling their generators
with gas cans, it left the gas stations running extremely low.
Lines grew long and some people would wait almost two
hours to fill their car with gas.
With football season around the corner, the LSU football
team’s first game (scheduled for Sep. 4) against UCLA in
California was the light at the end of the tunnel to so many.
The hurricane unfortunately arrived over the weekend prior
and with the strongest winds expected to hit Baton Rouge
at the time. Therefore, with this knowledge in mind, LSU
moved its operations to Houston to avoid the storm and
continue preparation for the upcoming season.

Photos by Abby Kibler
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After week one of classes, out-of-state freshmen found
themselves experiencing a less-than-warm welcome to
Louisiana: the arrival of Hurricane Ida. For some who resided
outside the Gulf or Atlantic coasts, the storm – ranked as one of
the most powerful to ever hit the U.S. – was their first hurricane
they’d ever experienced.
With nowhere to evacuate, the students felt stranded, hours
from home.
Ida, a Category 4 hurricane, was the first to make landfall
in the 2021 season with sustained winds of up to 150 mph.
Though LSU was spared for the most part from weeks-long
power outages and building damages, the preparations took
many freshmen by surprise.
Mechanical engineering freshman Keleigh Knowles had
never experienced a hurricane in her home state of Michigan.
She stayed with another Michigan native and a student from
Illinois, so no one in her party had braced for hurricane winds
before.
“It was the three midwestern kids who had no clue what was
going on,” Knowles said.
The three students huddled in a small Taylor Hall dorm
room that afternoon on Aug. 29, supplied with food and cases
of water by the The Five dining hall. They decided to stick out
the hurricane together, so they weren’t alone.
Her friend shared that it was better to be on the west side
of a hurricane, so Knowles said she was hopeful the Pentagon
Community wouldn’t be hit too hard.
The wind blew weaker than expected, and she saw students
run to play basketball on the Pentagon Activity Center’s court
after losing power.
‘My first hurricane… is one category less than Katrina’
Biology freshman Tristan Norwood’s home state is
California. After hearing that Ida was upgraded from a tropical
storm to a Category 4 hurricane, Norwood remembered
thinking, “My first hurricane that I’m about to go through is
one category less than Katrina.”
What stuck out most for Norwood, though, didn’t happen
during the tour Ida took through campus -- it was the eerie,
quiet and familiar chill before the storm began.
“There was nothing wrong with [the weather]. If anything,
it was beautiful, but it was too beautiful,” Norwood said. “The
temperature and the air felt like what it was like in California
before I left. Out of the entire two weeks I had been here, I had
never felt this cool of air. That’s what threw me off.”
Staying in South Hall, Norwood felt fortunate to have not
lost power. Other students shared a different experience.
Mechanical engineering freshman and San Antonio, Texas
native Nicolas Frey stayed in Camellia Hall, where residents
lost power for two days.
“It was rough not having AC,” Frey said. “Definitely had to
change the sheets.”
During the second day without electricity, LSU gave him
and the rest of the dorm’s residents access to other dormitories
to charge their devices in lobbies and study rooms.
Frey’s only hurricane education came from television shows
and movies -- he was shocked to see the empty parking lots
considering the hassle of finding an empty spot only days
earlier.

“I didn’t really know it was going to be as bad as it was until
it was too late, and going home would’ve taken 20 hours,” Frey
said, mentioning that his parents constantly called him to
ensure he was okay. “My roommate wanted the blinds down. I
said ‘no, we’re watching it.’”
He passed the hours by checking anonymous chat app
YikYak and watching Netflix. Looking out of his window at
one point, he saw people outside playing football and spikeball
in the rain.
General business freshman Jacob DiPane, from Colorado,
said he had to evacuate to Oxford, Mississippi. His family was
“terrified” and wanted him to go further north to Tennessee.
He ended up staying in Mississippi and hoping for the best.
DiPane said the hurricane made his transition to college
more difficult as he’s had to learn new software programs
required by his courses while dealing with extended power
outages and sparse internet service.
“It’s been a little confusing,” DiPane said. “We went to the
first week of classes and started to get into a rhythm and then
we got a whole week off.”
General business freshman Avery Krautsack, an Illinois
native, shared the same sentiment, saying the workload after
the hurricane was also a challenge when transitioning to
college. He said after a whole week being off school, he had
two weeks worth of work when school resumed.
“It was hard managing time with everything else going on
in life,” Krautsack said.
Freshmen interested in pursuing Greek Life, like finance
freshmen Emma Woodruff, had to juggle the added course
load caused by the university’s weeklong closure along with an
extra week of Greek recruitment, which had been delayed by
Ida.
“[Adjusting to college] was kind of difficult,” finance
freshman Emma Woodruff said. “I thought I was getting the
hang of things then the hurricane hit and it threw things on a
loop.”
Woodruff said she thought the recruitment process would
be over by now and that she would be able to start getting
involved with her sorority at this point in the school year, but
the hurricane delayed sororities’ Bid Day until Sept. 12.
“My rush experience was good until the hurricane,”
Woodruff said. “It prolonged things more than I thought.”
Woodruff, who’s originally from Texas, said she was
better able to handle her academic transition because she
went to a big high school, which prepared her for the type of
environment she’s experiencing now at LSU.
Though the hurricane seemed to spare much of LSU and
the greater Baton Rouge area from damages after veering
toward Livingston Parish in the hours before landfall, areas
such as Grand Isle, Houma and Denham Springs bore the
brunt of Ida’s catastrophic winds and rainfall, with power
being out for weeks and homes being decimated during heat
indexes of over 100 degrees Fahrenheit.
Beyond Louisiana, Hurricane Ida caused flash flooding in
Northeastern states like New York and New Jersey that has
killed at least 44 people as of Sept. 2, according to Reuters,
with flooding ranging from a few inches to multiple feet
throughout the region.
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Floods in
Louisiana
The flash flooding events that many Louisiana cities
experienced on Monday, May 17, 2021, amidst a series of
severe storms added to the devastating effects of recent
natural disasters and highlighted the deep infrastructural
issues within the state.
Throughout Monday night and Tuesday morning, cities
around Louisiana experienced 10-15 inches of rain in less
than 12 hours. Lake Charles Mayor Nic Hunter estimated
that water damaged 400 to 500 buildings in his district.
At least five storm-related deaths occurred, with some
individuals still missing. East Baton Rouge Mayor Sharon
Weston Broome said the city’s emergency departments
received over 800 calls during the storm, and city-parish
responders rescued over 250 EBR residents.
LSU’s campus experienced low levels of flooding as
well, with numerous cars submerged in water and some
surrounding apartments experiencing damage. On campus,
most buildings with basements faced issues of water
intrusion, including Coates, Allen and Atkinson, Executive
Director for Facility and Property Oversight Tammy
Millican said. The intersection of Nicholson and Burbank
were hit pretty hard and Stanford Avenue was shut down
due to flooding.
Mass communication senior Ricky Bryant described
seeing several cars outside his Nicholson Gateway
apartment flooding, and residents’ feverishly moving their
vehicles to the third level of the parking garage to avoid
the rainfall.
“Some of the cars were getting so badly flooded out that
the horns were going off, the electronics were spazzing
out,” Bryant said.
Recent marketing analytics graduate Garrett Phillips
is living with his family in Lake Charles over the summer
and said the flood and storms set back much of the
progress the community was making after the hurricanes
and winter storms of the last year.
Phillips was at a friend’s house when the water levels
began rising, he said. There was no warning about how
severe the storms would be that night.
“We came to the realization, ‘this water is coming in
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the house,’” Phillips said. “We started moving everything
to higher shelves, started doing everything you do for a
flood. We were thinking ‘this can’t be real after everything
that’s happened.’ But you come to terms with it and go into
survival mode, doing all you can. We’ve all experienced it
before, so it’s almost natural, in a weird way.”
Phillips said they climbed onto the roof of his friend’s
house and saw that the whole neighborhood was flooding.
They eventually swam to a dry area so Phillip’s father could
bring them to a safe location.
The next day, a tornado ripped through Phillips’s
family’s backyard, tearing down a recently built fence and
nearly flipping the trailer he was living in. As soon as the
storm subsided, he made his way back to Baton Rouge.
“I’ve had enough of this,” he said.
Some say that natural disasters are becoming so
common and severe that it is driving people out of
Louisiana cities. Phillips said when his father retires in
three to four years, his parents plan to move. When asked
if Phillip would stay to develop his career in the state, he
said “absolutely not at this point.”
“I’m staying here for the summer, but there’s no way
I can live there anymore,” Phillips said. “It’s out of the
question.”
Construction management sophomore Esten Fuselier
said the rain affected his jobs at both the concrete
company he works for and at Mike’s in Tigerland. He said
the water delayed much of the work his company needed
to get done and the flooding around the ditch near Fred’s
affected business at all the bars in Tigerland.
“People don’t go out with bad rain,” Fuselier said, “so we
got less people than we already do since it’s summertime
and we don’t make as much profit.”
Assistant professor of environmental sciences Brian
Snyder said the reason Baton Rouge and surrounding
areas have experienced so many episodes of flooding is
due to two main causes: the building of houses and paving
of concrete, paired with the immense rainfall that occurs
in coastal regions.

“As you get a foot of rain, if you’ve paved over
thousands and thousands of square feet of land, that
rain is going to flood into people’s houses and roads
and overwhelm the drainage systems,” Snyder said. “It’s
not rocket science; we took a bunch of swamp and put
pavement over it. When we get a foot of rain, there’s going
to be flooding.”
Snyder said the amount of rainfall Louisiana
experiences is “not what happens anywhere else in the
country,” which is why the state experiences flooding more
often than other parts of the nation.
“It’s because the Gulf of Mexico sometimes just decides
to dump a huge amount of water on top of us,” Snyder said.
“We live in this already relatively wet area where we get 7080 inches of rain some years, and the way that’s distributed
is a lot of it falls at one time, often in the afternoons, often
in the summer, and it can lead to a lot of flash flooding.”
There are numerous possible solutions to Louisiana’s
flooding problems, but Snyder said a good first step would
be to put a moratorium on building for about a year until
those solutions are implemented, as the Ascension Parish
President suggested.
“If we continue to build, for sure [we can expect more
flooding],” Snyder said. “If you build another Walmart, and
another subdivision, there’s going to be an increased risk
of flooding. And on top of that you have climate change,
which throws in a big unknown.”
Snyder said one solution to decrease the risk of flooding
on LSU’s campus would be to implement permeable
parking lots, which are designed to allow water to seep
through them back into the soil below the surface, while
also filtering pollutants. Since parking lots take up a
large part of LSU’s campus, this could be one solution
to providing better drainage and reducing the chance of
flooding.
Millican said LSU Facility Services are considered
essential personnel, so custodial staff was present even
when campus was closed. She also said the university
has an emergency response vehicle with fans and water
extractors to remove water, and roofers are constantly
maintaining the roofs to prevent leakage.
“There are 539 buildings on campus, so the ability to
get all of them when something like this happens can be

difficult,” Millican said.
International studies sophomore Mary Jett McLarty,
who works at the UREC, said the flooding required the
UREC to completely shut down May 18. She also said
the following days the UREC couldn’t operate normally
and required a limited number of staff to cope with the
damage.
“I could not get my car out of the parking deck, and my
job shut down for the day,” McLarty said. “I lost about nine
hours of work because of the flooding.”
Phillips said when his family was hit by Hurricane
Laura, LSU didn’t reach out to check on him or his other
siblings at the university.
“No one really reaches out, you might see a tweet
here and there, you might get an emergency email, but it
doesn’t feel personal,” Phillips said. “After what we’ve been
through, an automated email means nothing to us. They
have plenty of call centers, maybe they could have people
call and check in to make sure everyone’s doing all right.”
Phillips said when his family lost their house after
Laura, many professors doubted him and were unwilling
to tailor the course to his needs. Phillips said LSU should
do more to inform professors of what students may be
going through and encourage them to be understanding.
“Some of these kids, they’ve lost everything,” Phillips
said. “They fix it with everything they have left and it
gets knocked down again. School’s the last thing they’re
worried about. These kids have seen it all at this point,
just give them a break. I don’t know how you can do that
academically and be fair, but that’s going to be something
they might have to discuss.”
Bryant said he believes LSU is doing the best they can
given the circumstances.
“I think that LSU doesn’t really have the resources to
fix the streets, and they’re going to have to have help from
the city and state and possibly federal dollars,” Bryant
said. “I think LSU is doing the best with what they can,
but it’s definitely something that should be addressed and
we should be working with the legislature working with
the metro council to make campus safer for students so
we don’t have to lose five vehicles every time there’s a
thunderstorm.”
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Two LSU professors collaborated to create more
accurate hurricane forecast models specific to the Gulf
of Mexico. Their findings will enable forecasters to
create more specific predictions of severe hurricane
seasons tailored to Louisiana and surrounding regions.
The study was published by professors Paul Miller
and Jill Trepanier. Miller conducted the study while
Trepanier double-checked the data to ensure his
interpretations were correct.
Miller analyzed various metrics used to help
forecast hurricanes in the Atlantic and applied them
specifically to the Gulf of Mexico. Miller felt that
hurricane forecasts needed to be tailored to the Gulf as
opposed to the entire Atlantic to help Southern states
better prepare for hurricane season.
“You can have a storm that forms out in the middle
of the Atlantic, that spins around for a few days and
then dissipates without ever touching land,” said
Miller. “The goal of our project, or what we attempted
to do, was say, ‘hey we’re concerned about the Gulf
of Mexico’, because if a storm gets into the Gulf of
Mexico, it’s really hard for there to be a tropical storm
or a hurricane in The Gulf that doesn’t hit land.”
Numerous variables contribute to accurately
predicting hurricane seasons, such as: sea surface
temperature, atmospheric humidity and wind shear.
Many of the variables that are used to forecast for the
Atlantic turned out to be relatively ineffective when
used to forecast for The Gulf. Miller and Trepanier’s
study found that the best variable for predicting

hurricanes was the temperature 20,000 feet above The
Gulf. The higher the temperature, the more likely it
is that there will be an active hurricane season in the
South.
The professors took this variable and applied it to
previous hurricane seasons to see how well it could
predict them and found that their model was highly
accurate.
“If you can get a model to accurately predict what’s
already happened, it makes you more comfortable
using it to predict what hasn’t happened yet,” said
Trepanier.
The model does have its limits. The professors
found that it wasn’t as good at predicting average or
below average hurricane seasons, but it was extremely
accurate at predicting above average seasons. Miller
argues that the forecasts would be most needed for
severe seasons, so the purpose of the study is still
fulfilled.
Forecasts specifically tailored to the Gulf Coast
will allow for earlier preparations to be made amongst
local and state officials and will likely be taken more
seriously than ones that predict an area as broad as the
Atlantic Ocean.
Hurricane forecasts across all metrics have
continued to grow in accuracy and precision as years go
on and knowledge increases.
“Our five-day forecasts are substantially better
than even a three-day forecast was in 1990,” National
Weather Service Meteorologist Danielle Manning said.

Photos by Matthew Perschall
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Morgan Schooler joined her Colorguard team of about
30 on the Parade Ground Friday for this year’s Fall Fest
to dance and wave her flag as the Golden Band from
Tigerland’s music echoed through the campus. The graphic
design freshman noticed the crowd was a little thin upon
entering the festival but she didn’t mind -- she had 50
kindergartners cheering her team on and clapping.
“Every time we play, I’m like, ‘that was me when I was a
kid,’” Schooler said. “It’s always been my dream. You can feel
the energy from the band, and it’s amazing. It’s a feeling
like no other.”
With LSU’s vaccine mandate leading to over 80% of
students being inoculated, the campus community was able
to continue its 27-year tradition of holding Fall Fest as it
moves away from the virtual environment caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Kinesiology sophomore McKenzie Ryan Briscoe was
among the performers for the 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. festival, with
a rig of over 10 feet and a piece of hanging fabric allowing
her to demonstrate her aerial silks abilities.
In celebration of Halloween, Briscoe and her fellow silks
performers dressed in spooky attire, something she had
been looking forward to ever since the lowering of COVID
cases allowed for public events to continue.
“I don’t want to speak too soon, but I hope the pandemic
will be coming to an end soon. To perform like this has
really opened a lot of doors for us,” Briscoe said.
While it’s scary performing at great heights, Briscoe is
passionate about the art form. She and her crew planned to
perform throughout the entire festival for the crowd that
accumulated around the silks structure.
Among her attendees included first-year law student
Foster Willie, who sat with friends in the grass nearby and
watched in awe. He didn’t know Fall Fest was happening
Friday until his friends called him with hopes of grabbing
free food. With a burger in hand and aerial silks in his view,
Willie said he couldn’t have been happier.
“If it weren’t for the burger, I wouldn’t be enjoying the
silks,” Willie said. “If it weren’t for the silks, I wouldn’t be
enjoying the burger.”
The festival featured over 80 student organizations, all
at individual tables lining the Parade Ground to promote
membership.
A ‘Squid Game’ poster and ddakji cards sat at one table.
Just like in the show, students could play a few rounds
of ddakji, where the objective of the game is to flip your
opponent’s card with a precise throw. Any winner could
get a prize like snacks, teas, candy and chopsticks.
Psychology and biology junior Chloe Hoang tabled that
booth for the Asian American Ambassadors (AAA) of
LSU. Aiming to represent the Asian-American and Pacific
Islander diaspora on campus, Hoang was hoping to attract
attention to the club and was happy ‘Squid Game’ could
bring mainstream recognition to the diversity and artistry
behind Asian culture.

“I love seeing people’s faces when they see the sign
and are like ‘Oh my god, we have to play.’” Hoang said.
“‘Squid Game’ was such a big hit. What better way to gain
members than by using something so mainstream and
popular?”
Hoang says LSU hasn’t done a good enough job at
speaking for their underrepresented community after
increased xenophobia due to COVID. She feels that
many important clubs like AAA are underpromoted and
overshadowed by Greek Life. Despite ‘Squid Game’ and
K-pop being popular in America, Hoang says AAA can
represent their diaspora beyond the popular artifacts by
embracing all Asian cultures.
“Asian people are more than just karaoke, ramen and
nail salons,” Hoang said. “We have awesome stuff. We’re
hosting an event soon that is just ‘Squid Game’ games. I
mean, we’re not gonna kill y’all though.”
Clubs like these flooded the festival, each one with
its own unique message and mission, like Model UN,
Robotics, Creative Writing and more. Whether students
came for the merch, the food, the entertainment or the
opportunity to meet like-minded people, 2021’s Fall Fest
was a hit for any students who caught it in the midst of
midterms.
General business sophomore Carson Dodd had just
stepped out of an exam when he heard the overwhelming
roar of the Tiger Band and followed the music until
he reached the festival and saw Mike the Tiger mascot
strolling around, who “dapped [him] up” for a photo. He
said the festival provided a nice reprieve from studying.
Chloe McGuckin, a mass communication freshman
and fellow Colorguard member, had to leave after about
20 minutes to take an exam. By the time she returned,
Fall Fest was closing down, and droves of students were
collecting leftover food and drink from vendors.
Vendors gestured for students to haul away the last of
the food and drinks as the festival neared an end. Students
walked around with cases of varied canned beverages in
their grasp, some gripping a case of Coke in one hand and
Java Monster in the other.
McGuckin left with an entire bag filled to the brim
with Monster Energy drinks, soda and Dasani water. She
wanted to get more, but her arms were full.
“This is probably about $30 worth of drinks,” McGuckin
said.
Business freshman Gabriel Hogan filled his backpack
with Java Monsters. Hogan had ran into the midst of
the chaos in the middle of the interview and returned
two minutes later, this time bearing a full case of oat
milk coffee Java Monsters like a hunter returning from a
successful chase.
He arrived at the festival 20 minutes before it ended,
around the time vendors began handing out bulks of food
and drinks.
“I caught the best part,” Hogan said.
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The Student Activities Board launched Geauxchella, a
new music festival for LSU students, on Nov. 3 featuring
live performances and free food.
The idea for Geauxchella stemmed from information
systems and decision sciences senior Jordan Joshua in the
fall of 2019.
“The organization process was challenging at first,” said
Joshua. “Hey, you have a music festival. What do you wanna
do? What do you wanna have at a music festival?”
Joshua is the president of the Student Activities Board
and was very excited to see students enjoying the bands he
scouted.
“I actually went on Instagram and started looking up
local Baton Rouge music venues and clubs seeing who was
performing,” Joshua said. “I would see a band or a DJ and
listen to more of their stuff to see if they would be a good fit
for Geauxchella. I’m a big music fan so I’m excited to hear
all the different music.”
Geauxchella featured six local performers: DJ DOC, DJ
Brushy, Kav, Paris Avenue, LVVRS and Wave Runner.
LVVRS bassist and communication disorders senior Arib
Qureshi was performing on campus for a third time and
had a much better experience at Gueaxchella compared to
his previous performances.
“They were prepared and ready for us to be there. It felt
like a regular show for the band,” Qureshi said. “A cloud
nine moment for me being an LSU student, playing in front
of friends meant so much more... I’d love it if they kept the

trend of doing original music, its the prefect scene for it.”
Plant and soil systems freshman Will Dubecq and
agricultural business freshmen Cooper Gower went to
Geauxchella together and soaked in the musical ambiance.
“Wave Runner was actually really good. They had lots of
good song choices,” said Gower.
“It’s a good time,” Dubecq added. “We were jamming to
that Lady Gaga song, ‘Bad Romance.’”
A long line stretched from a lone food truck on the
Parade Ground where students queued up for Cajun food
with red beans and rice, meat pies, catfish, chicken tenders
and bread pudding being offered.
“The food was good,” Dubecq said. “I got bread
pudding, and they put white chocolate on top. It made my
night.”
Despite attendees enjoying themselves, multiple
students noted how a large event like Geauxchella should
have been promoted more by LSU.
Psychology sophomore Simon Smith said, “It was
definitely not spread around much. They could’ve
advertised it more.”
However, as the night went on, a crowd of students
gathered near the stage to listen to the live bands perform.
“I’m happy with the turnout,” Joshua concluded. “It
seems like students are having a good time. They’re now
up at the stage rocking out so I’m happy with it.”

Photos by Peter Nguyen
91

Mike’s 85th
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LSU is widely known for being the only college in
America to house a live tiger on its grounds. Therefore,
it is only right to celebrate Mike the Tiger’s 85th
Anniversary of being on campus. Mike the Tiger
VII, the current version of LSU’s mascot, is not the
only tiger who has made an impact on LSU’s fanbase
throughout the years. There were seven tigers that
preceded Mike the Tiger VII in having that name, and
the first one came to campus on Oct. 21, 1936.
Mike’s habitat is located on North Stadium Drive in
Baton Rouge and sits between the Bernie Moore Track
Stadium and the Pete Maravich Assembly Center. LSU
students and fans take pride in visiting him before a
game day or even during a midweek stroll. Mike makes
his presence known on his social media daily, allowing
for everyone to get a look at him, regardless of location.
It is tradition for him to have a game day meal, which
consists of meat shaped like the opposing team’s
mascot, especially during football season.
As for the first live tiger on campus, he went
through a few name changes before he became widely
known as “Mike the Tiger.” Athletic Department
trainer Chellis “Mike” Chambers, Athletic Director
T.P. Heard, Intramural Swimming Coach William
G. “Hickey” Higginbotham and LSU law student Ed

Laborde made the executive decision to bring a real life
tiger on campus. After collecting 25 cents from each
student, they were able to purchase a two-hundred
pound, one-year-old tiger from the Little Rock Zoo
in Arkansas. The tradition of visiting this tiger in its
habitat right next to Tiger Stadium has continued for
decades.
Mike is a symbol of pride on LSU’s campus. This is
why it is necessary for him to have great care. He has
had over 60 students and three veterinarians care for
him over the course of 85 years. Originally, his care
was provided by the LSU Athletic Department. But,
in 1976, LSU’s School of Veterinary Medicine became
responsible for looking after the famous big cat. Mike
is not like other animals treated by the school. He has
his own personal veterinarian from the LSU School
of Veterinary Medicine, Dr. David Baker, who is
responsible for looking out his well-being on a daily
basis. He is also monitored by veterinary students and
numerous specialists.
While the average lifespan of a tiger in the wild is
eight to 10 years, a tiger in captivity can live 14 to 18
years. The longest living Mike was Mike the Tiger IV,
who lived 20 years, nine months and 18 days.

Photos by Matthew Perschall
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Paws for Finals, an event for students to detox
and relieve stress before finals, was held in the Union
Ballroom on Nov. 17. This included many activities
to take students’ minds off final exams. Some of
the many activities the event had to offer included
origami making, rock decorating, coloring pages and
making thank you cards for people who have made a
positive impact in one’s life. Organizations at the event
included LSU Olinde Career Center and LSU Center
for Academic Success.
Rachel Hoover, the wellness coordinator at the
Student Health Center, is the main coordinator of the
event. This format for a de-stress event is new to LSU’s
campus, and it is Hoover’s first year working with this
organization.
“We just wanted to provide students with a place to
de-stress before finals,” Hoover said. “We know it’s a
really rough time and we want to be able to help with
that.”
Hoover also noted that this event also adds an
opportunity for students to take a break and relax.
Finals week can be one of the most stressful times of
the year and the Student Health Center was glad to
host this event for those in need of a pick me up.
One section of the event was hosted by LSU Tiger
Human Animal Therapy Services, also known as Tiger
HATS. It is a community service partnered with the

LSU Vet School that promotes mental health through
service animals. Students at the event gathered around
to pet dogs named Greta, Rolex, Decker and Jo.
Diane Sylvester, the current director of the program,
has been working with Tiger HATS for over 15 years
and has seen the impact it makes first hand. She
said the program is a big de-stressor and provides
pet therapy for different organizations, facilities and
hospitalities.
“It gives you a thrill to see you can share something
you love with people in need,” Sylvester said. “It gives
people a little relief to whatever is going on in their
life.”
Another table was hosted by LSU Center for
Academic Success. Here, there was a spin wheel with
many rewards including highlighters, notepads, pens
and a final exam planner to help students lay the next
few weeks out.
Sophomore Emmi Lasseigne said the event had several
things to do that led to a calm start for her finals week.
She said though she was there for a short time, she
received gifts and packets she could use before she
took one of her big tests.
“I felt like I was a part of a community and I felt like
LSU did a great job of including me and caring about
me as a student,” Lasseigne said. “I would definitely go
again if they had another one of these events.”

Photos by Georgia Jones
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Complete with school marching bands, dance
krewes and adorably-decorated floats, the Mid City
Gras Parade was a perfect way to celebrate some
family-friendly Mardi Gras fun.
The parade took place Feb. 20 on North Boulevard,
and while it may have been a short, low-key affair, the
Baton Rouge community couldn’t have been happier
to be out and celebrating Mardi Gras with their friends
and families.
“It just feels great to see the community and see
people who I don’t get to see very often,” Baton Rouge
resident Jessica Stroope said.
The parade hosted performances by The Hillsdale
High Steppers, The Flamingeauxs, A Body of Royalty,
The Krewe of Circue Louisiana, The Baton Rouge
Beignyays and many other great troupes. These dance
krewes brought the sass to the festivities, delivering
on-point choreography with impeccably decadent
costumes topped off with wigs, glitter and Euphoriaesque eyeshadow looks.
An “Enchantment Under the Sea” float was featured
in the parade, boasting a great deal of tinsel and some
camp-looking faux prom outfits. While this float was

a knock-out, the biggest standout out of the whole
parade was an Amazon-themed float that showcased a
large replica of Jeff Bezos’ peculiar-shaped rocket ship.
The krewe even put together a throne made out of old
amazon packages to top off the whole ordeal.
The parade was an assemblage of fun-loving
oddballs on stilts, older folks sitting out in lawn
chairs, worried moms trying to keep their babies from
stepping into the middle of the procession and kids
screaming at the top of their lungs begging for some
beads. People were dancing, spinning, rollerblading,
stepping, singing, playing instruments, doing
acrobatics and chucking beads left and right.
After being unable to celebrate this momentous
holiday for nearly two years, the Baton Rouge
community was radiating energy of almost tangible
joy and bliss as they embraced their loved ones and
greeted old friends. Louisiana without Mardi Gras just
wasn’t the same, and residents took a sign of relief to
have Carnival back.
Once the parade came to an end and families and
friends started leaving together, a smile was plastered
on every person’s face.

Photos by Matthew Perschall
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Peter Allen, a native of England, has been infatuated
with American culture since his family visited New York
City in 2017.
“Visiting there for a week-long holiday was what really
kickstarted my whole interest in thinking ‘hey, maybe I can
study this country,’” Allen said.
When it was time for Allen to study abroad, he chose
LSU from a list of nearly 50 American universities offered
by the University of Sussex.
All Allen really knew about Louisiana and LSU
were its Cajun cuisine and famous athletic alumni like
Shaquille O’Neal and Pete Maravich. But in the end, it
was Louisiana’s culture and southern hospitality that
made Baton Rouge the place he wanted to call home for a
semester.
“I wanted a good cultural atmosphere regarding food,
music and sport, which Louisiana tops in my opinion,”
Allen said.
This semester, LSU is the temporary home to 1,520
international students, according to LSU spokesman Ernie
Ballard.
While Allen purposefully selected LSU, Mimi Baral
came to LSU by chance.
While Baral always wanted to come to America to study,
having grown up on a steady diet of American films and
television, she had no specific reason for choosing LSU
until she landed in Baton Rouge.
She began studying with the university’s IT department
and found a job working with the International Cultural
Center on campus as a student worker.
“That’s how I met people. I just made conversation with
them so it wasn’t particularly hard for me,” Baral said. “I’d
like to think I was lucky.”
The ICC exists on LSU’s campus to “promote
internationalization at LSU, foster friendships, and facilitate
greater interaction and understanding among international
students at LSU and the Capital Area community,” their
website reads.
“Part of our goal at the ICC is to bridge that cultural
divide between our domestic community and our
international one,” Laura Dean, Director of International
Student Engagement at the ICC, said. “A sense of
community is vital to their feeling like this is a place that
they can call their home away from home.”
Dean helps create programs to help international
students engage with the wider university community,
including activities for the upcoming International
Education Week starting Nov. 15. She called the family
that’s formed there in spite of cultural differences and

roadblocks “impressive.”
“It is such an amazing feat that they come to the U.S. to
pursue a higher education degree potentially in a language
that is not their native one and succeed to such a degree
that [rivals] a domestic student who’s been in the U.S. their
whole lives,” Dean said. “There’s a real humility to these
students that come here. They’re so open and happy to be
a part of campus. That open-mindedness that they come
with is so great to see.”
After the culture shock of studying so far away
from home, it’s the ICC and the international student
community at large that many students cite as instrumental
to their experience in Baton Rouge.
“I didn’t know much about Baton Rouge before I came
here,” Saachi Chugh, former president of the International
Student Association, said.
A neuroscience graduate student from Panjab, India,
Chugh describes how she felt like an outsider coming to an
American university. Despite diversity and inclusion being
encouraged on campus and within campus life, Chugh said
she still felt isolated when she didn’t understand the social
touchstones of American culture.
She was specifically confused by American football,
specifically the traditions surrounding it like tailgating.
Once she began interacting with members of the
ICC and ISA, Chugh felt more at home, despite COVID
preventing her from returning to her family in Panjab.
“I was able to find my people through the ICC,” Chugh
said. “It’s easier to find that connection because what we
feel is the same, being away from home. That feeling of
being able to connect with each other and understand what
others are feeling instantly makes you get attached. I was
kind of able to find my own family here through ICC.”
Banal feels more patriotic and in love with her own
culture after studying in America. Despite enjoying the
“freeing individualistic culture” in America, she still longs
for a taste of home, specifically a bowl of Laphing, a spicy
cold mung bean noodle dish native to Nepal.
Even after standing in awe at Tiger Stadium and
researching recipes of his “new favorite foods like gumbo
and jambalaya,” Allen said he misses the little things about
England like the culture of walking that is simply absent in
many American cities, especially Baton Rouge.
“You can compare things constantly but you fall in love
with your own culture even more when you get exposed to
different cultures. It’s a win-win: you get to learn someone
else’s culture and you start to like yours even more than you
did,” Allen said. “You realize, ‘Gosh, I really do miss a nice
rainy English day’.”
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LSU started its first College of Agriculture-backed
LGBTQ+ club, Tigers for Cultivating Change, which
serves as a safe space for members to come together,
network, and increase LGBTQ+ visibility within the
agricultural community.
TCC is part of the Cultivating Change Foundation,
which was founded in 2015 with the aim of starting a
conversation to acknowledge and value the presence
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender individuals in
the agricultural industry.
According to the foundation’s website, the mission is
“valuing and elevating LGBTQ+ agriculturists through
advocacy, education and community” and aims to do
so through several strategies taking place across the
nation.
Lindsey Kelly, director of alumni relations and
career development for the College of Agriculture,
was a leading factor in the start of TCC. She says it is
important for LGBTQ+ students to get the support
and acceptance necessary for their agricultural careers.
“I am excited to see the enthusiasm of members
who finally feel like they have found a home in this
organization, and I am thankful that our College
of Agriculture leadership have placed a priority on
promoting inclusion and diversity in agriculture,” Kelly
said.
The College of Agriculture sent a mass email to
agriculture students on Jan. 28 advertising a “Meet
& Greet Social” for students who are interested
in agricultural sciences and are in the LGBTQ+
community or are allies. Following the appointment of
three officers, the new LSU club entered its beginning
stages.
Animal Science and Technology sophomore Ash

Dalton is president of TCC and is excited about its
future and expansion. After a few tabling sessions
for the club in Free Speech Alley, he gathered 67
prospective members.
“With anything LGBT within the state, there’s no
advertising for it because of fear, so you can never find
anything,” Dalton said.
Dalton says he notices many LGBTQ+ clubs are
often advertised on the down-low out of fear of
discrimination or homophobia, especially in the South.
With the backing of the agriculture department and
support from the university, he is confident TCC won’t
back down from fear.
All of the club’s officers are completing training
from an LSU course that informs participants on how
to create a safe space for students in distress and how
to properly communicate with and help their peers.
Animal Science sophomore Zach Bonser is the vice
president of TCC and believes representation isn’t
where it should be. He wants there to be a safe space
on campus for people who identify with the LGBTQ+
community within the College of Agriculture.
“You see a lot of people just being blatantly
homophobic, not accepting or even disregarding
people’s sexuality and not celebrating it,” Bonser said.
“We just want to be a place where people can feel seen,
hang out and see people like them.”
Bonser feels the South is “not exactly a hub” for
those identifying with the queer community, which
adds to the significance of TCC and its mission to
provide a welcoming community for both those within
the community and their allies, he said.
“Expect big things in the future, because we have a
lot of things cooking,” Bonser said.
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LSU students, faculty, and staff wrapped up this year’s
commemorative celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. on
Jan. 18 with a guest speaker event and day of service.
The celebration ended early this year with multiple
event cancellations due to COVID-19 concerns.
Hundreds of Baton Rouge volunteers, LSU students, and
staff picked up trash, cleaned churches, and more on Jan.
17 as a part of volunteers’ and the Office of Multicultural
Affairs’ efforts to make the civil rights leader’s celebration a
“day on, not off.”
Members of LSU’s Black Male Leadership Initiative
and the Nu Iota chapter of the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity
shoveled gravel and painted the House of Refuge building
on Plank Road.
Students and faculty gathered in the Student Union
Theater on Jan. 18 to listen to a presentation from David
Dennis Sr., a civil rights activist best known for his
participation in the first Freedom Ride from Montgomery,
Alabama, to Jackson, Mississippi, in 1961.
As a freshman at Dillard University, Dennis stumbled
upon a rally organized by the Congress of Racial Equality
Corps, established in 1942, to protest segregation in public
settings.
Though he initially wasn’t interested, Dennis eventually
became infatuated with the movement, participating in sitins and most famously, the Freedom Rides— long bus rides
White and Black civil rights activists took across the South.
To prepare for the Freedom Rides, Dennis rode to
Montgomery, Alabama, where he met civil rights leaders,
including King. Arrested over 30 times for protesting for
equality, Dennis dedicated a lifetime to fighting for civil
rights in the South, especially in Louisiana and Mississippi.

“Young people—some of them your age sitting out
here—were saying ‘If we gotta die, this is worth dying for,
because we can’t stop now,’” Dennis said.
Michelle Carter, Executive Director of the Office of
Multicultural Affairs, also spoke.
“Today, we honor Dr. Martin Luther King, but also all
other freedom fighters whose names we will never know,”
Carter said. “He coupled faith and action to fight for those
who often felt voiceless.”
Jane Cassidy, Interim Vice President of Civil Rights &
Title IX, shared a quote from King and said she wants to
“change the narrative to create a culture of respect” at LSU.
“It’s foolish and dishonest to pretend that racism doesn’t
exist or that we do not judge others by the color of their
skin,” she said.
There was a performance of “Lift Every Voice and Sing,”
and the event wrapped up with Dennis answering questions
from the audience. Afterwards, five students from the
audience were chosen to have “fireside chat” with the civil
rights activist.
LSU also awarded performance studies graduate student
Johanna Middleton the Unsung Hero award for her work
toward social justice through art. Middleton’s efforts
were recognized through her work on “Resilient Body,”
a performance bringing awareness to the toxicity of rape
culture.
“I think it’s so important to remember that it’s not
just the folks we’re constantly hearing about like MLK,
who obviously did amazing work, but it’s the folks who,
like Dennis said, are behind the scenes, who are tirelessly
showing up day after day to organize and support these
movements,” Middleton said.
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LSU’s share of conservative-minded students is
much higher than other universities, but the political
divide on campus doesn’t fit into the traditional
Democrat-Republican divide, as a large percentage
of students identify as independents, democratic
socialists and libertarians, a new college survey finds.
In the latest college free speech rankings, the
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education, a
civil liberties organization, surveyed students at 154
universities on how they identify politically.
The results for LSU:

by providing a safe space for students to freely express
their opinions.
“We are always very disheartened whenever we see
political polarization spreading on campus,” Randall
said. “People just point fingers at each other, insult
each other and basically they just feel like the other
side has bad intent going after them.”
Randall, who leans conservative, said he’s changed
his mind on many issues after engaging with students
with differing opinions and that TCP is a perfect outlet
for opportunities like this.
Engineering junior Colin Raby is the executive
Party Affiliation
chairman of the club, and is passionate about the
Democrat: 38%
mission. He wanted to be part of a cause that fostered
Republican: 34%
civil discourse instead of promoting a competitive
Independent or other: 29%
atmosphere concerned about winning.
“As long as people are learning things that maybe
Ideology
they hadn’t considered and hearing other people’s
Liberal: 43%
point of views, I think that’s a win for everyone
Conservative: 30%
involved,” Raby said.
Moderate: 10%
Raby said the Feminists in Action protest last
Other: 10%
month was an example of an important issue students
came together on despite political beliefs. He believes
For students who didn’t identify as liberal,
it’s an important issue, especially to the students of
conservative or moderate, 69% identified as Democratic LSU, and noticed it brought both sides together.
Socialist, 23% as Libertarian and 7% as other.
“I know people that are kind of on the right side of
LSU’s share of conservative students is significantly the aisle and people on the left side of the aisle that
higher than the national average. Nationally, 55%
were both there protesting the same thing: We need to
of college students identify as Democrat, 21%
be safe on our campus,’” Raby said.
Conservative and 31% as independent or other.
Ben Smith, a history senior and former chair of the
The survey also tracked which political and social
Louisiana College Republicans, said that LSU needs
issues students found most challenging to discuss
to do a better job at fostering more open political
on campus. LSU students identified abortion, racial
discussion, specifically among the humanities and
inequality, sexual assault, the George Floyd protests,
social sciences.
transgender issues and gun control as the most difficult
“I think having greater ideological diversity in the
subjects.
humanities department will turn us into a top research
From free speech alley protests to anti-mask
school for the humanities, which I think is equally
marches, some students feel campus is becoming more important as being a top research school for STEM,”
politically polarized.
Smith said. “It can place LSU above our peers and
Political communication senior Bryant Randall is
it can turn us into a Mecca for political debate and
co-president for Tigers for Civilized Politics, a student- political discussion.”
led club on campus that aims to defeat polarization
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Tiger Prison
Project

Despite reforms in recent years, Louisiana continues to have
some of the highest incarceration rates in the world, having more
people in jail than any other democracy on Earth, according to a
2021 report conducted by the Prison Policy Initiative.
Those staggering rates are what motivates Tiger Prison
Project and Project Reformation’s work to educate the campus
community on the issue and volunteer with the Parole Project to
assist formerly incarcerated people in Baton Rouge.
“We’re trying to educate students on campus about prison
reform, mass incarceration and the prison industrial complex as
a whole,” said African American studies senior and president of
Tiger Prison Project Kaya Lewis.
The primary goal of Tiger Prison Project is to mobilize the
campus community and have them acknowledge the humanity
of those that are currently incarcerated or have been previously, as
well as the systematic and often overlooked struggles they endure.
The organization’s reach has extended past weekly meetings,
with volunteers from the group directly assisting formerly
incarcerated people in Baton Rouge.
Awareness of the problems presented by the criminal justice
system is the first step, Lewis said.
“I think that most students have a disillusionment to some
extent,” Lewis said. “I think everyone still has things to learn.
Even myself, having studied this my whole college career, I know
there’s still a lot I don’t know. There’s a lot going on.”
Lewis said that when Tiger Prison Project advocates at the
state capitol, they usually start with base-level information,
testing the waters of onlookers’ familiarity to their cause. She
said project members usually start by sharing information they’ve
never heard before.
Tiger Prison Project holds general meetings that typically
feature a professor, attorney or someone who has been through
the criminal justice system acting as a guest speaker.
They also regularly hold workshops in conjunction with
Parole Project where they interact and help incarcerated and
recently released individuals with specifically tailored projects,
like resume building or smartphone crash courses.
Project Reformation began as the capstone project for mass
communication senior Kate Wells, but has since become a
passion of her and her teammates.
Project Reformation is an outreach to the community--especially
the campus community. Wells said that many students are aware
of the problems associated with mass incarceration but lack
consciousness of the intricacies outside of the overarching problem.
They are currently focusing on educating the community
on Senate Bill No. 336, which would significantly raise the
requirements needed for incarcerated juveniles to seek parole.
“These are kids only a few years younger than us,” Wells said.
“They could be our peers in college one day. They’ve been given a
bad label entirely.”
Wells said that of the recidivism among juvenile lifers is
around 1%. She said that the minds of these offenders haven’t
fully developed; the system considers them irredeemable when
they’re still children.
Parole Project was co-founded by Andrew Hundley, the
first Louisiana “juvenile lifer” to be paroled after the U.S.
Supreme Court’s verdict in Miller v. Alabama and Montgomery
v. Louisiana. The conclusions of these cases meant that life
imprisonment of a minor was considered cruel and unusual
punishment, and therefore unconstitutional.

When Hundley was released in 2016, he emerged as a
far different person than when he was convicted in 1997.
He immersed himself in education courses while in prison,
completing numerous programs and serving as a leader in
multiple prisoner organizations.
Hundley is a graduate of Baton Rouge Community College,
LSU, and earned a master’s degree in Criminology and Justice from
Loyola. He serves as executive director for the Parole Project.
His story mirrors the goals of Parole Project--to successfully
integrate their clients—most having served 20 years or more
incarcerated—back into society.
According to Wells, only 60 of the 300 juvenile lifers have
actually been paroled despite the verdicts of Miller v. Alabama
and Montgomery v. Louisiana.
She adds that 93% of those children are Black. Louisiana is
three times more likely to to sentence juveniles to a life sentence.
Kelly Garrett is deputy director of client services at Parole
Project. She said that there’s always been a need for it, but the
need was magnified after the Supreme Court rulings.
“There’s always been a need for transitional services for
individuals transitioning back into society,” Garrett said. “2022
is very different from pre-COVID. It’s very different than what
2010 was or 2000.”
Grocery stores, for example, have changed a lot in the past 20
years. Garrett said that the Parole Project offers classes designed
to introduce participants to new stores that can otherwise seem
confusing and overwhelming.
Other classes focus on budgeting, interview skills,
employment skills, health care and interpersonal skills.
Reentry manager Christi Cheramie joined the Parole
Project after serving 25 years in prison and going through the
project herself. Even with help from her family, Cheramie felt
like she needed something more. She is a firm believer in the
organization and process.
“All of the tools that I was given as a client helped guide me to
this point in my life, I was able to turn around and give that back
to clients I encountered, just like myself,” Cheramie said. “We all
came from the same place and faced this same struggle so who
better to teach than someone who has that same experience.”
According to Garrett, the majority of the staff at Parole Project
is composed of formerly incarcerated individuals. She and
Cheramie also said that many activities operate thanks to the help
of volunteers, of which include Tiger Prison Project members.
“That’s when our volunteer work comes in,” Lewis said. “We
have workshops with incarcerated people, helping them readjust.”
Lewis said that sometimes making human connection is just
as important as the instructional courses of a workshop.
“We have to remember that these are people, the same as us,”
Lewis said.
Lewis said that the prison industrial complex is responsible
for systematically discouraging and dehumanizing those who
go through it. She said that it runs as deep as the language. The
words “prisoner” and “inmate” don’t carry the compassion that
she wants to share with the formerly incarcerated individuals.
More than anything, Lewis wants the community to remain
aware of the problems presented by the criminal justice system
and prison-industrial complex.
“When you stop viewing people as people, that’s when you
become complacent in your views, that’s when systematic abuse
gets excused,” Lewis said.
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Sick, disgusted, angry and exhausted. These are
all emotions expressed by audience members who
participated in an interactive performance art piece
discussing sexual assault, “Resilient Body”, on March
13, at LSU’s Hopkins Black Box Theater.
“Performance allows for there to be nuanced
dialogue,” said show director Johanna Middleton, a
second-year master’s student majoring in performance
studies.
“It allows folks to come to conclusions in their
own right. Instead of being told something, you can
determine something for yourself.”
Middleton believes that when artists use more
than just their words and begin to involve their
bodies in a piece, they are able to bring more power
to the performance. By making “Resilient Body”
an interactive experience, with audience members
moving their bodies and participating in group work,
participants are able to truly engage with the topic of
sexual violence and assault.
“I think just making sure that we remember that
there are many different ways to approach addressing
this issue is so important,” said Middleton. “For
some people, that’s going to be making sure that the
university itself is being held accountable. For other
people, that means making sure that survivors feel
like they’re supported and making sure that folks
know what resources are on campus. There are so
many different layers. You just have to know that you
can make a difference if you connect to one of those
things.”
“Resilient Body” explored many different aspects of
sexual assault, not only from the survivor’s perspective

but from the perpetrator’s as well. Some audience
members shared during the performance that feelings
of guilt arose within them.
Middleton wants people who find themselves in this
position of feeling that they have made mistakes or not
done enough to protect others that it’s okay to start
somewhere, rather than do nothing at all.
“Once you are able to address how you’re thinking,
then you can be an influence in your friend groups, the
clubs you’re in and in the spaces that you partake in.
That’s how change starts to slowly ripple out,” she said.
Middleton chose to emphasize that sexual assault
is an intersectional issue that needs to be treated as so.
She feels that ignoring different experiences of sexual
assault is to ignore the issue at large.
“We’re all affected by it, but we all experience it
differently. Race plays a big part in how we experience
sexual violence, and also in how seriously sexual
violence cases are taken. Also, gender and sexuality. All
of these things affect a survivor’s experience,” she said.
She hopes that by putting on interactive
performances discussing sexual assault through an
intersectional lens in a safe and open space, people will
feel more encouraged to acknowledge survivors and
their stories.
“We need to make sure that we are acknowledging
that it isn’t just one single story in terms of what a
survivor looks like or in terms of what someone who
commits sexual violence looks like because we all
are participating in that system,” Middleton said. “I
think that’s how we really start to change the thinking
around sexual violence.”
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The LSU West Indian Student Association
provides students from West Indian backgrounds and
nationalities with a place to socialize and embrace their
cultures.
According to the WISALSU Instagram, its mission
statement is “to bring together, expound on and
celebrate West Indian heritage and culture” and create
representation and promotion of Caribbean nations
through unification, campus-wide engagement and
education.
Business freshman Trinity Hunte-Angus and
International Studies and Global Diplomacy freshman
Sydney Whitfield created the organization because
they wanted to showcase their origins along with other
West Indian and Caribbean students’ backgrounds.
“Sydney and I were discussing the establishment of
an organization on campus for Caribbean students and
wondered if there was one already,” Hunte-Angus said.
“Sydney did some research and discovered that there
was an organization but was no longer active. So, we
decided to create our own organization.”
Hunte-Angus said she and Whitfield started the
West Indian Student Association to bring more
awareness to the Caribbean population on campus.
“The main reason why Sydney and I started this
association was that there is not a very high Caribbean
population on campus,” Hunte-Angus said. “Us LSU
students who are of West Indian and Caribbean
descent miss being around people of our culture. Also,
we want to bring those of us within the West Indian
and Caribbean diaspora a safe space to converse on
campus.”
Hunte-Angus believes the organization will provide
students of West Indian heritage with a feeling of
inclusivity, events, and a place to share ideas and create
bonds with one another.
Whitfield said she finds comfort in discussing
her culture with other Caribbean students, which
prompted her to establish the association. She believes
anyone interested in learning about West Indian
culture can join the WISA.
“WISA was created after a series of conversations
between several Caribbean students and myself
who felt like we didn’t have a space to celebrate and
discuss our cultures,” Whitfield said. “We had been

complaining about how we missed our cultures’ food
and couldn’t seem to find it anywhere within Baton
Rouge.”
Whitfield expressed her desire to form a campus
community for students with Caribbean heritage.
“My objective in starting this organization was
to give people whose heritage is the Caribbean an
opportunity to see more of their culture reflected on
campus and people to meet who understand their
experiences, their foods, their music and even the way
they speak,” Whitfield said.
Whitfield also said WISA plans to put on a variety
of events to increase student outreach.
“The events WISA intends to promote are anything
related to celebrating Caribbean culture; this could
be a fete — a type of party — a J’ouvert or even
Carnival,” Whitfield said. “We hope to bring attention
to celebrations native to our islands and countries.
We also hope this dismantles some of the negative
stereotypes associated with our traditions and culture.”
Whitfield said WISA has allowed her to connect
with students on campus.
“Creating WISA has given us the opportunity
to connect with a multitude of students who were
recently spread out across campus with no guidance as
to where to start looking for people that were also from
the West Indies,” Whitfield said.
Psychology freshman Khi Addison is of Jamaican
descent and expressed a desire to find a community
that expresses their love for West Indian heritage.
“While WISA is very new, we’ve already begun
learning about one another’s similarities and
differences through our GroupMe chat,” Addison
said. “We highly encourage students to discuss their
experiences, whether it be in the kitchen, at a festival
or within their own home. These types of moments
are valuable to the culture we’re hoping to build as we
expand the organization.”
Addison also believes that diversity is the crowning
jewel of WISA.
“Personally, I believe the best part of WISA is the
diversity,” Addison said. “Many students struggle
to find a community they identify with or feel
comfortable joining as an ‘outsider,’ so WISA creates a
new space to consider.”
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LSU’s African American Cultural Center hosted an array
of events during the month of February to celebrate Black
History Month.
The Clarence L. Barney Jr. African American Cultural
Center partnered with the Black History Month Student
Committee to create a calendar with activities catered to all
LSU students.
“The Black History Month calendar is the most
extensive it has ever been,” said Percy Jackson, director of
the Center. “It is exciting because there are a lot of events
for students to choose from.”
This year’s events included the following:
MLK Food Drive, UMOJA Block Party, ELEVATE: The
Chop hosted by the LSU Black Male Leadership Initiative,
BWEI Phenomenal Woman, Career Development of
Students who Identify as Black/African-American, Soul
Food Fest and speeches from Lorinda Sealy and Thyra
Buchanan.
The Center has collaborated with LSU organizations
such as Black Student Union, Black Graduate Professional
Student Association, Iota Tau Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma
Inc., LSU Student Health Center and others to plan the
events.
Jackson remembered the significance of Black History
Month celebrations during his collegiate experience and
said he wants students of color to feel empowered knowing
their history, one deeply rooted in a legacy of contributions
and achievements.
“Education on Black history and moments in Black
history that were very significant in the past as well as
events that are currently in the present will be shown

through the Black History Month events,” Jackson said.
“Participants should also get an opportunity to connect
with other students from all backgrounds and engage in a
setting that promotes community.”
Jackson believes that Black History Month events
contribute to the retention of minority students, as the
events allow students space to identify their culture and a
sense of belonging.
Byron Hansley, an LSU sophomore and AACC
ambassador helped plan the events in conjunction with the
Black History Month Committee.
“[Students] should be able to find a community that is
going to accept them for who they are during these events,”
Hansley said. “All races, backgrounds and beliefs should
participate. Even if you don’t classify as a person of color,
you should come to each event because they are very
informative.”
Previous events such as “Dear Black LSU” have allowed
Black and minority students to find communities within
a large university. Hansley believes that having a space
where students feel comfortable speaking about difficult
experiences is crucial in a primarily white institution.
Codee Jones, an LSU senior, has been a member of the
Black Student Union, an organization within the AACC.
She is proud of the work that the Black Student Union has
put toward sponsoring Black History Month events on
campus.
“I think the AACC and Black History Month add
value to Black students’ college experience,” Jones said.
“I’ve gained friends and engaged in business for the Black
Student Union. These events allow students to volunteer
and connect with the Black Student Union events after
Black History Month comes to an end.”
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Remembrance
LSU is mourning the death of mechanical
engineering senior Justin Fields after a fatal car
accident on Jan. 30 at the intersection of Burbank
Drive and Ben Hur Road. He turned 22 the day of the
incident.
Fields was born and raised in Baton Rouge, where
he graduated from Parkview Baptist High School.
Throughout high school, Fields was in the jazz band
and robotics team. He played in the Tiger Marching
band during his freshman year at LSU and knew how
to play the saxophone, clarinet and piano.
Mechanical engineering senior Kevin Cruz was
best friends with Fields since their freshman year of
high school where they served on the robotics team
together. Cruz remembers Fields’ selflessness, joy and
energy.
“We were really brothers. He was essentially part of
my day-to-day life,” Cruz said.
Fields was heavily active on the LSU campus. He
served as the lead power train engineer on the LSU
Tiger Racing Formula Team, an honorable leadership
position. Each year, the team builds a race car to
outperform other universities’ race cars in worldwide
competitions.
“Justin was definitely one of the most
knowledgeable people [on the team], if not the most
knowledgeable,” Cruz said.
Once a person got to know Fields, they could
see him blossom, Cruz said. Cruz appreciates the
many memories and mini-adventures he and Fields
completed over their eight-year friendship.
Biological engineering senior Carley Bajon was
Fields’ and said he was good at everything, and there
wasn’t anything he couldn’t do.
“He was so calm with everybody,” Bajon said. “He
never got mad. He was just so sweet and caring and just
wanted to see everyone do well in life.”
Bajon remembers how Fields would always
encourage her when she needed the motivation to
finish homework assignments and class projects. She
was impacted by how proud he would be of her when

they studied together.
“When it comes down to him as a person, no one
dislikes Justin, and he didn’t dislike anyone,” Bajon
said.
Physics freshman Adrianne Bajon, Carley’s little
sister, was a friend to Justin. Adrianne described how
well Fields fit in with the Bajon family. Fields often
attended vacations with the family, which allowed him
to bond even more with them.
“LSU definitely lost one of the smartest, most driven
and one of the most successful people that would come
from LSU,” Adrianne said.
Adrianne described his love for space and aerospace
engineering. A huge fan of SpaceX and Elon Musk,
Fields’ passion fueled him toward landing an
internship with a NASA contracting company in the
summer of 2021.
“His main love was space,” Adrianne said. “He loved
it so much. All he wanted to do was go to space.”
Adrianne bought a star and named it “Boy and Girl”
to honor the relationship between her sister, Carley,
and Justin. She described the star on an Instagram post
as:
“Girl and Boy always together in space, just where
Justin always wished he could go.”
Biological engineering senior Victoria Byrd was
a friend of Fields and said he was “over the moon”
when he got his NASA internship. Even with his
achievements, he was never one to brag, Byrd said.
“Justin had a beautiful mind,” said Byrd. “He really
had the ability to just look at a problem and know how
to answer it in minutes.”
Bickering like true brother and sister, Byrd recalls
the many bittersweet days when Fields stole her
lunchtime snacks during high school. They fought like
siblings, but looking back, she cherished the memories.
“He was a snacky person, but he’s a boy so you know
how boys just always forget to bring snacks? Anytime
he would see me, ‘What’s in your lunchbox?’ like every
time,” Byrd said.
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Norimoto Murai, an accomplished LSU professor and
researcher of 37 years who instilled in his students a strong
work ethic and love for science, died Nov. 20 in the hospital
after he was struck by a vehicle while biking near LSU’s
campus. He was 77.
Murai was biking on Stanford Avenue around 11 a.m. on
a Saturday morning when he was struck by a vehicle half of
a block away from his home. The driver stayed on the scene
while Murai was transported to the hospital, where he died,
according to The Advocate.
Murai was a successful professor and researcher in
LSU’s College of Agriculture, where he was awarded a total
of $2,012,342 in competitive grants, including from the
United States Department of Agriculture.
Murai was very active. At 77, he biked and worked out
at the UREC at least three times a week, and walked and
ran around the LSU Lakes six days a week since 1985, his
wife, Andreana Lisca, said.
The couple married in 1977 after meeting in Madison,
Wisconsin, where Murai attended graduate school at the
University of Wisconsin.
He completed the Boston Marathon three times, ran the
110 meter hurdle and specialized in the hammer throw on
his college’s track and field team. He was also a good skier
and graceful ice skater, skills he learned from his father in
northern Japan’s alps, Lisca said.
Murai and his wife recently became grandparents
in August and were looking forward to watching their
grandson grow.
“I joked that we would be so old or maybe not around
anymore to see him graduate high school and college,”
Lisca said. “Norimoto said that now things could be done
and we could live longer, and when I said ‘yeah right, don’t
think so,’ he said ‘you never know.’”
Murai was born on March 4, 1944, in Sapporo, Japan,
to Nobuo and Hideko Murai. He received his Bachelor of
Science and Master of Science from Hokkaido University
in 1966 and 1968, respectively.
When Murai moved to the United States, he received
a Ph.D. in botany and biochemistry at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in 1973. As a Ph.D. candidate under
the supervision of Professor Folke Karl Skoog, Murai
studied the RNA of tobacco.
Murai shared his passion for science with his students
at LSU, incorporating them into his research as he became
one of the first biologists to genetically modify plants in
this manner. In 1998, Murai filed a patent that encoded
mutated genes within crop plants which allowed resistance
to Imidazolinone, a class of powerful herbicides that
inhibit certain enzyme production.
“Dr. Murai was a brilliant and passionate scientist,” K.
Sata Sathasivan, one of Murai’s Ph.D. students, said. “He

has been a caring advisor to his graduate students, postdoctoral fellows and staff members. He wanted the best
out of his graduate students, and he offered his best to
make them succeed.”
Sathasivan, currently an associate professor at the
University of Texas-Austin’s Department of Molecular
Biosciences, studied under Murai from 1987 to 1990 at
LSU as the professor’s second graduate student.
Sathasivan recalls that Murai helped guide his career as
a positive role model, instilling a “passion to teach” that
would follow him even 30 years after graduating.
“Seeing the students’ success as your success was a
very important lesson I learned from him,” Sathasivan
explained. “He treated his students like tough parents who
love their children. Every semester, he would have the
students clean the lab thoroughly, and then take them all
for a delicious pizza party.”
Murai was also committed to seeing projects through to
completion, Sathasivan said. He recalls a time when Murai
took a second project away from him and didn’t let him
work on it again until he completed his first one.
“He was a role model for being disciplined and
organized, working hard with laser-sharp focus, bringing
projects to completion, conducting research with rigor,
and getting the research findings published on time,”
Sathasivan said.
Jeffery Hoy, a senior professor of agriculture and
natural resource management, did not work with Murai
professionally, but were close friends outside of work. Hoy
recalled Murai’s frequent bike rides around the LSU lakes,
a low stakes poker group the two were a part of and his
contributions to work functions.
“He liked to cook,” Hoy said. “We’d have these social
events and he would always cook something and bring it
when all our families got together.”
Following postdoctoral work at the University of
Wisconsin, Murai returned to Japan as a tenured faculty
appointment in plant molecular biology at the National
Institute of Agrobiological Resources in Tsukuba for two
years.
From 1985 to 1991, Murai was a tenured associate
professor in the Department of Plant Pathology and Crop
Physiology at LSU, where he held a full position as a
professor starting in 1991 until his death.
Murai held membership in multiple professional
organizations throughout his tenure studying the
molecular biology of plants, including the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, the American
Society Plant Physiologists and the International Society
Plant Molecular Biology.
Murai is survived by his wife, son, Naoki, and a
grandchild born in August.
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LSU celebrated the establishment of the new
Department of African and African American Studies
on Sunday during a launch party.
Initially just an LSU program, the AAAS was
founded in 1994 and was voted to become a
department on Feb. 24, 2021 by the LSU Board of
Regents. A previous director of the program and
currently the new inaugural chair of the department,
Stephen C. Finley, said there is lots of work to do and
money to raise, and that the future of the department
will be what they make it.
“What we put into AAAS, the new department,
what the college and university invest in it, and the
work we give to it will be what the department will be
and will determine its greatness,” Finley said.
The significance of LSU having AAAS as a
department instead of a program means the potential
for new resources and new vision, Finley said. He
believes a department can do more than a program
through expanding faculty, endless possibility and
meeting the needs of students and the university.
“My goal is to be a part of building a department
that has a high profile in the university and the college
and the region and in the nation and we have great
scholars who can participate in making that a reality,”
Finley said.
The celebration’s guests were entertained with a live
jazz band, food and multiple performances from the
LSU Gospel Choir.
Matt Lee, interim executive vice president and
provost, made an appearance, emphasizing that LSU is
“finally” witnessing the establishment of AAAS as an
actual department.

“Although we are a hub of innovation and
experimentation and transformational thought, we
are for whatever reason also extraordinarily resistant
to change in terms of the structures and processes by
which we carry out our mission,” Lee said.
Currently, 5,485 African American students are
enrolled in LSU, which is greater than any another
point in the school’s history, Lee said. The four-year
graduation rate of African American students has
increased by 8% in the last three years and is predicted
to continue increasing within the next few years.
“This department makes us a more well-rounded
university. It makes us more inviting, more welcoming
and frankly, it makes us a more human institution,” Lee
said.
Troy Blanchard, dean of the college of humanities
and social sciences, was also a guest speaker, and he
was proud to announce the launch of the department,
also giving recognition to past program directors and
staff that contributed to the establishment of AAAS.
“Our newly founded department of African and
African American studies promises to bring together
intellectual traditions that will make extraordinary an
contribution to the LSU campus through both stellar
research transformative teaching,” Blanchard said.
The celebration featured keynote speaker Victor
Anderson, a professor at Vanderbilt University, and
he presented an inaugural address called “Mimetic
Fire and the Making of Black Studies,” after which he
answered questions from the audience.
At the end of the night, awards were given out to
special figures who helped evolve the program to what
it is today.
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Creating a space in which dialogue is encouraged and
participants are free from victim-blaming, “What I Wore”
is a new exhibit on campus that seeks to give survivors of
sexual assault a place to express themselves openly and
raise awareness.
The exhibit, open in the Student Union Art Gallery on
the second floor of the LSU Library until April 29, has been
in the works since December. The pandemic stalled its
official launch to earlier this month, which is Sexual Assault
Awareness Month. Women’s Center Director Summer Steib
collaborated on the exhibit with the Lighthouse Program to
teach about the widespread impact of sexual violence.
“We always knew we wanted to revisit this,” Steib said.
“We felt this was something really powerful and that it
was an opportunity for our campus community to engage
in meaningful, challenging and change-worthy dialogue
around sexual violence and how it impacts all of us.”
The Lighthouse Program sent solicitations to the
Baton Rouge community at large, allowing anyone to
anonymously submit a description of the clothes they wore
at the time of their abuse, assault, or rape. The exhibit
features a total of 16 submissions.
In addition to showcasing the clothes of survivors, the
exhibit also features the Women’s Center Clothesline
Project, a sign from the student-lead interactive
performance “Resilient Body” and other interactive
opportunities for students to come and learn about sexual
assault.
“We really want people to be reflective about how this
impacted them, what changes they’re willing to make and
maybe how this challenged a belief that they had about
sexual violence,” Steib said.
Steib hopes that during people’s viewings of the exhibit,
they see how sexual assault is not an issue of the past. It is
ever-present, especially on LSU’s campus.
“I think each and every one of us plays a part in
upholding rape culture in some way,” she said. “A lot of
people think of these as issues that don’t impact them if
they’re not personally a survivor or if they don’t know one. I
think that the thing that’s really powerful for me is that the
majority of the outfits, whenever you look at them, you can
go home and you could find the same exact outfit in your
closet.”
In addition to exploring the commonality and
community of survivors, the exhibit also highlights the
intersectional nature of sexual assault, which was stressed
by Lighthouse Program Coordinator Victoria Polk.
“I think this exhibit especially has shed a light on
different ages and genders who tend to be affected, either
directly or indirectly, by sexual violence and assault,” Polk
said. “We want to highlight the fact that we can tend to
believe that a certain group tends to experience this type

of violence. Really, it is anybody who can be a victim and
survivor.”
Kinesiology and Spanish senior Paola Colmenares said
she stayed in the exhibit for about 30 minutes, reading the
story of each victim and staring at the street clothes hung
on display. To her, the most poignant outfit on display was a
boy’s summer camp uniform.
“I thought the exhibit was really gut-wrenching,”
Colmenares said. “It just goes to show you the range of
situations that these people were in.”
Colmenares believes there is a stigma against sexual
assault survivors and that there still exists a lot of blame for
survivors based on what they wear. She said what makes the
exhibit so powerful is how much it invalidates this belief.
“It just made me feel really sad to read about this
person whose innocence was stripped away from them,”
Colmenares said. “It just really put things into perspective
that this could happen to anyone, anywhere, no matter
what they’re wearing.”
Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Training and
Prevention, Miranda Brown, was present at the launch of
the exhibit and spoke about her future plans and initiatives
to help create more intersectional conversation on campus
about sexual assault.
“The Women’s Center has been a huge help,” said Brown.
“Summer Steib and I work really well together, and we’ve
worked on serval projects together at this point.”
Sexual assault awareness has been at the forefront of
LSU’s controversies since November 2020, when USA
Today published an investigative report exposing the
university’s widespread mishandling of sexual assault cases
within the Title IX Office and LSU Athletics.
Since then, a 148-page investigation by law firm Husch
Blackwell has been released, which included a list of 18
recommendations for the University to restructure its
Title IX investigations. Only one has not been officially
completed, though it is scheduled to be finished next
spring.
By increasing awareness on campus for sexual assault,
educating the campus population on consent, and
showcasing the intersectionality of the issue, organizations
like the Women’s Center and The Lighthouse Program are
helping to create a safer LSU.
“What I Wore” is just one of the steps this campus is
taking on a grassroots level to create awareness.
“We know survivors are going to come to the exhibit,”
Steib said. “There were survivors who had pieces displayed
on the wall that were here for the opening. We just hope
that they see themselves reflected and that they see they’re
not alone. Others have had similar experiences and what
happened to them didn’t happen in isolation.”
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About 100 students marched on LSU’s campus in protest of
the university’s handling of a former French graduate student
accused of raping multiple women, fleeing to France and
avoiding trial for the third degree rape of a former UL Lafayette
student.
The “March in Action” was organized by student
organizations Feminists in Action with Le Cercle Français, where
students chanted and hoisted signs in anger.
Among the speakers included Le Cercle Français president
Miranda Albarez, who recounted to the crowd her years of work
in student organizations with the 31-year-old graduate student
Edouard d’Espalungue d’Arros. She said she felt threatened by
him, calling him a “manipulative monster” in an Instagram post
earlier this month.
“That is the culture that LSU has created—a rape culture
where predators are victimized and survivors are villainized,”
Albarez, a music, French and digital art senior, said at the march.
Students demanded the university do a better job of
prioritizing safety on campus following an Oct. 5 article by The
Advocate detailing d’Espalungue’s alleged crimes.
The article recounts d’Espalungue’s prominent participation
at the university as he awaited trial for the third degree rape of
a woman after an arrest in 2018. The French graduate student
participated in Student Government and started a French journal
funded by the university. He was no longer allowed to teach
freshman-level courses, but he stayed in touch with students.
LSU gave him little to no punishments until he was given
a one-year suspension in 2020 for allegedly raping another
student. Eventually a Rapides Parish judge granted him
permission last year to return to France for Christmas—and
he hasn’t returned since. Since his indictment, six women have
accused d’Espalungue of rape.
Flyers distributed at the Parade Ground prior to the protestors’
march read “We want to feel #SafeNotSilenced.”
As the protest began in front of Memorial Tower at the Parade
Ground, professor of history and women’s gender and sexuality
studies Catherine Jacquet expressed her support for the students
organizing the protest. She has participated in similar protests
herself for decades, she said
“It’s hard to be surprised because this has happened so
often at LSU. We expect this but it’s still every time absolutely
infuriating,” Jacquet said. “It makes my head want to explode.”
Protestors wielded a sea of colorful signs displaying messages
like “protect survivors, not rapists” and “Blanchard knew, Russo
knew,” referring to administrators in the French Department.
When the marching started, students roared chants throughout
the trek to Hodges Hall and turned the heads of bypassers.
“Hey hey, ho, ho, Dr. Russo has got to go,” protestors chanted.
“Shame on you LSU, victims we believe you.”
French Department Chair Adelaide Russo was removed from
her position Oct. 13 after six women filed a lawsuit accusing LSU
of failing to conduct a proper investigation into d’Espalungue.
Russo reportedly defended d’Espalungue on several occasions
following his multiple rape accusations.
Students unaffiliated with the protest stopped dead in their
tracks on their way to class to watch the stream of protestors as
they chanted.
“Stop the violence. We want to be safe, not silent,” they
repeated.
Kayla Meyers, political science and psychology senior and FIA

secretary, came with a list of demands. Chief among these was to
support and believe survivors.
“I was at the [Title IX] protest last year in 2020, and we
are having these issues still,” Meyers said. “Nothing has really
changed.”
Upon hearing of the protest, Civil Rights and Title IX Interim
Vice President Jane Cassidy expressed her support for the
protestors and their mission.
“This protest is a reminder of our accountability to the
students and employees at LSU and provides yet another
opportunity for us to reflect and improve upon past practices,”
Cassidy said.
However, students still feel LSU has not lived up to its
promise of a safer campus, even after the recent reorganization of
the Title IX office.
Political science senior and FIA Planned Parenthood chair
Isabel Sauviac wants more transparency on top of student
outreach from the LSU Title IX office.
“They should actually listen to their students,” Sauviac said.
“They re-did Title IX, sure, but they didn’t talk to anyone. I feel
like they should actually talk to the students and see what we
want because it’s about us.”
International trade finance sophomore and political director
of LSU College Democrats Cooper Ferguson not only believes
the Title IX office isn’t properly funded but that it hasn’t
accomplished its promise of hiring 18 new Title IX investigators.
“They’re more concerned about protecting their pocketbooks
than actually protecting LSU students,” Ferguson said.
Even though President William Tate IV has only served at
LSU for three months, Ferguson was furious at his response to
the allegations against d’Espalungue.
He said the president attempted to abdicate himself in an
email sent to the LSU community by saying he was not serving
when the allegations occurred. Ferguson believes Tate and the
Title IX office are directly responsible for the continued sexual
assaults on campus.
“[LSU’s Title IX office] needs to hire more staff, and they need
to be serious about addressing allegations against the university,
not just covering their asses,” Ferguson said.
Social work senior and FIA vice president Gabriella Turner
repeatedly announced her irritation for having to protest
something that should not be happening in the first place.
“When we make our voices heard, that’s when we get change
done,” Turner said.
Upon reaching Hodges Hall, the final destination of the
march, the floor was opened up to protesters who wanted to
share their thoughts and feelings.
Emotional students echoed Ferguson’s frustrations that LSU
has not done enough. One speaker directly addressed Tate,
saying his efforts of creating advocacy groups is not enough.
“None of that matters if you don’t do the hard work of actually
enacting the legislation that is there to protect us,” one protestor
said.
Student after student came up to the microphone and
announced their experiences with sexual assault as busses
whizzed by on the street and protestors freed space on the
sidewalk for people walking past.
of silence.
“LSU, you need to look in the mirror, find the problems and
fix them. We are done asking,” Albarez said. “Changes start now.”
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Black Business
Exposition

The LSU Black Student Union hosted their
Black Business Expo event last night to showcase
up-and-coming student-run businesses and provide
networking opportunities.
The expo featured a Black-owned business panel of
LSU alumni and Baton Rouge natives, student vendors
and booths and a Shark Tank competition.
The event, which took place in the Magnolia Room
in the Student Union, was intended to encourage LSU
students with entrepreneurial aspirations and provide
exposure for those who are already small-business
owners.
The list of panelists included Cam Jackson,
Millennial Park CEO, David Facey, entrepreneur
and CEO of Dead Poet, ReAzalia Allen, attorney at
SouthernBelle and Charles Daniel, owner of Geaux
Ride.
Jackson, whose outdoor food court features eateries
housed in re-purposed shipping containers, said that
the inspiration for Millennial Park developed during
one of the most challenging times in his life — the
COVID-19 pandemic.
He hopes that sharing his entrepreneurial journey
will uplift Black students and inspire them to start and
believe in their own businesses.
“I was a student once, so it’s great to give my
knowledge and insight,” Jackson said. “Being young
myself makes it easier to connect with them.”
LSU student vendors at the event varied in major,
classification and hobbies, but they all shared one
common goal: Becoming successful Black business
owners.

Venus Lashes, the 7-month-old lash company
owned by LSU animal science junior Nya Lewis grew
so much in such a short time that she now wants to
expand her business.
“I started doing lashes over the summer and by
August, I was already in a shop,” Lewis said. “This
definitely helped my clientele grow. I get bored pretty
easily, so now I want to try something new – I just
launched my lash line two days ago and I’m thinking of
starting a lip gloss line.”
Event organizer and BSU secretary Jada Lee said
the surge in support for Black-owned businesses,
that erupted after the COVID-19 pandemic
disproportionately affected them, is what inspired the
event.
Between February and April of 2020, Black business
ownership declined more than 40%, the largest drop
across any racial group, according to a report by the
House Committee on Small Business Committee.
Black Student Union, on the other hand, has increased
exponentially since the pandemic.
“BSU has grown in the last year from 100 members
to over 300, and numbers continue to increase
steadily,” Lee said. “Because of this, reaching out to
panelists and vendors was much easier.”
The BSU event hosted 22 vendors and booths, and
seven panelists.
“BSU has a wide connection base now, and we can’t
wait to continue to grow and put on more events like
this where we can positively impact the community,”
she said.
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LSU NAACP and the Black Law Students
Association gave back to the youth of Baton Rouge
through a book drive from Feb. 15-28.
The donations were distributed to the Baton Rouge
Detention Center and the Baton Rouge Advocacy
Center for children and teens.
LSU NAACP juvenile justice chair Jordan Williams,
an LSU psychology junior, was interested in starting
a donation drive for children in juvenile detention
centers.
Tiger Prison Project held a prison book drive in
previous years. The NAACP was inspired by the Tiger
Prison Project and started a book drive during Black
History Month.
Williams, who gained the juvenile justice
chair position this semester, has been exposed
to various opportunities within the NAACP to
help underresourced people in the Baton Rouge
community. She wanted the book drive to be able to
give children a physical item that they can keep and
cherish throughout the years.
“I knew the joy of receiving a new book and falling
in love with it. I believe that every child should
experience that,” Williams said.
The Baton Rouge Children’s Advocacy Center is
a resource where children who have been abused or
have witnessed malicious acts can be assisted. Williams
believes that giving books to the advocacy center
can allow children to calm their emotions and speak
openly to the counselors within the advocacy center.
“Books can help these children with whatever they
are going through,” Williams said. “These donations
could help a child who normally does not open up to
others find a safe space to share their past experiences.”
Williams has created a barcode on each of the
donation boxes for donors to scan. A website pops up
that gives facts and statistics on youth in the Baton
Rouge community. The barcode also provides a link
to delve deeper into the raw statistics of what children
face in detention centers.
One of the facts listed on the website is the

following: Youths who are detained or incarcerated
may be subject to overcrowding, physical and sexual
violence, trauma, suicide and even death.
LSU NAACP chair of committee on education
Justin Martin, an African and American studies junior
is making sure that each child in Baton Rouge has
the opportunity to receive a better education. Martin
notices the stigma that comes with detention centers
and advocates for juveniles to have access to learning
materials.
“One of the things that makes this book drive really
special is getting rid of people’s negative mindset about
children in detention centers,” Martin said. “Most
think that these underprivileged children don’t need
educational items that a child regularly needs, but they
really do.”
He believes that children in detention centers
need a chance to find an interest that increases their
learning and grows from their past mistakes.
“Books are like a portable world, you can take them
anywhere you go,” Martin said. “For these children that
are physically at the detention center, these books will
have a positive outlet to involve themselves in during
their challenging situations.”
Angel Puder, a junior majoring in political science
and African and African American studies, is the vice
president of the LSU NAACP. She assisted the NAACP
in planning this drive and believes that books will
positively influence children.
“These books should help them have a space to
escape from their daily challenges. That’s what I love
about reading,” Puder said. “You can go into a different
world and live in the characters’ lives if you don’t like
how your life is a the moment.”
Puder wants donors to realize that the smallest
donation of a book can make a positive impact on the
receivers.
“If you had a certain book that impacted you as
a child and donate it, the child can receive the same
experience you received,” Puder said. “The book may
help them just like it did for you.”
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The LSU African American Cultural Center is hosting
its 2022 Martin Luther King Food Drive and is inviting
students, faculty, and campus organizations to donate.
The AACC Center is accepting donations until
Monday, and the campus organization that donates the
most food will win the Food Drive Award.
Donations will go to the LSU Food Pantry, which
assists financially insecure students with getting
the food and nourishment they need. Items needed
include snack foods, candy, drinks, seasonings, pasta,
granola bars, and cooking supplies.
Some campus organizations participating in the
food drive include the Latin American Student
Organization Collective and the Office of Civil Rights
and Title IX.
Jennie Stewart, American Disabilities Act
Coordinator for the Office of Civil Rights and Title
IX, says the idea of a campus food pantry started 10
years ago when she was working in the Office of the
Dean of Students and the Office of Student Advocacy
and Accountability, where she met a representative
from Florida State University who mentioned the food
pantry they had on their campus.
“That would be a dream for LSU,” Stewart said.
“[LSU] could never do that. The representative told
me that the food pantry was just a bookshelf with a file
cabinet in a closet. I said, ‘That we could do.’”
With the support of former LSU Dean Casey White,
and former associate dean of students Matt Gregory, a
proposal was made, and the LSU Food Pantry became
a reality.
“It started in a filing room with some scrap
bookcases from surplus,” Stewart said. “People just
started donating. The Food Pantry grew beyond what
it occupied. I and others were just checking Tiger
Cards to make sure people were students. We saved
Walmart bags for students to use. The food pantry was
homegrown.”
Since its beginning, the LSU Food Pantry has
continually expanded with help from partnerships and
donations from people in the LSU community.
“We then realized that the need was growing,
donations were growing, partnerships needed to grow.
It was transferred over from the Office of the Dean of
Students to the Department of Campus Life,” Stewart
said.

The LSU Food Pantry gives out around 1000
pounds of food per day and provides many benefits for
students.
“Some students’ ability to concentrate decreases
when [they are] food insecure,” Stewart said. “Some
students are waiting for a financial aid check or are
victims of natural disaster, to which they become food
insecure. The food pantry’s purpose was not just to
make people smile and be happy. It was more so of
meeting a very basic need.”
Interdisciplinary Studies senior, Cornel Sims Jr.,
is helping with the food drive and is grateful for any
support offered to the event.
“People who are just down on their luck are
benefiting from this food drive,” Sims said. “Some
students have been affected during this pandemic.
These people may need some food donations to lift
their spirits up.”
Sims said he has been in a situation where he didn’t
have items he needed and that a helping hand goes a
long way.
Although the food drive is held during Black
History Month, Sims encourages organizations and
students of all backgrounds to donate food.
“It doesn’t matter what race or ethnicity you are, just
give,” Sims said. “We want to have the Martin Luther
King spirit, giving back to people just as he did.”
International Management freshman, Emily Demps,
volunteers with the LSU Food Pantry. She assists
with civic engagement, youth disconnect and food
insecurity within the Food Pantry.
Demps encourages all students, food-insecure or
not, to take advantage of what the pantry has to offer.
Faculty and staff are also welcomed to use the pantry.
“The LSU Food Pantry is a good resource for
individuals on campus,” Demps said. “When you
hear the words ‘food pantry,’ you think someone is
struggling financially. However, in college, we are all
struggling financially. Students, faculty, and staff can
come into the pantry and pick out whatever they want
without having a financial burden.”
“People who come in are always grateful,” Demps
said. “When volunteers bring pizza, it puts a smile on
people’s faces. The students that are dependent on
the food pantry for weekly nourishment are the most
impacted.”
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The LSU chapter of the Global Water Brigades
traveled to Panama from March 13 to March 19 to
repair a water system for a rural indigenous community
in Embera Puru in the Darjen region. This trip was part
of a larger effort the Global Brigades is making to assist
this impoverished area.
This community’s primary water system wasn’t
working, and their secondary system was unclean and
in disrepair. The unclean secondary system was their
only source of water besides water shipments from the
Panamanian government, but these shipments were
sporadic and unreliable.
The Water Brigades is a part of the Global Brigades,
a national organization that seeks to alleviate poverty
in underdeveloped regions of the world and afford
them more opportunities. The Water Brigades is a
part of their effort to improve access to clean water in
impoverished communities.
The LSU chapter of the Water Brigades was
founded in fall of 2019 by chemical engineering senior
Sarah Glass and biochemistry senior Blaire Peterson.
Glass and Peterson are graduating, so they’re stepping
down as president and vice-president.
The club was not able to make a trip in 2020 or 2021
due to COVID-19, making this year’s trip their first.
“It’s definitely a super welcoming club,” Glass said.
“We want to help the community; we want to help
other people, definitely with that core mindset of water
sustainability. That’s what I’m super passionate about.”
The Water Brigades helped get Embera Puru’s
secondary water system repaired. A Panamanian
engineer coordinated the project to get the system
running.
Glass said they focused on cleaning it out and
reenforcing it. The water system was contaminated so
it was providing dirty water.
Max Scheurich, president of the Water Brigades,
said they cleared out the space around the groundwater
sources to connect them with each other so the
pumping system would be able to funnel it out during
the wet season.

“When we had arrived, they had not had freshwater
for 15 days; there was a problem with the plumbing and
stuff like that,” Scheurich said.
Glass said the community’s primary water system
still isn’t operational but other Brigades will be
heading there soon to get it running again. Their
primary system is supposed to be able to bring the
water directly into their homes; the secondary system
requires them to walk through the jungle to get the
water.
“It was probably like an 8-minute walk, but it’s
through jungle terrain,” Glass said. “We saw snakes,
monkeys; we saw a tarantula that was super huge —
just things you would not see in Louisiana.”
Glass said most of the community —about 400
people— spoke an indigenous language, so they had to
travel with translators.
Scheurich said that the tribe they helped is one of
five different native groups there that were originally
from Columbia.
The vice president of the club, astronomy junior
Ashley Patron, said that during the rest of the
year when the club is not on a trip, they help local
communities in Louisiana in the wake of hurricanes
and flooding, repairing houses and other damaged
areas.
Patron said they go on “Mini-Brigades” where they
travel to an area in Louisiana and stay for several days
to assist in repair and clean-up work. She said this
helps the group bond in preparation for their bigger
overseas trips.
The organization also works with other local service
groups throughout the state in this work, including
churches, Habitat for Humanity and the St. Bernard
Project.
“We went to Lake Charles, we’ve reached out and
worked in Port Sulfur, we’ve stayed in Houma for a few
days and usually there’s some local volunteer initiative
already and our club tries to connect with those
people,” Patron said.
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LSU Professor Robert Twilley is conducting aerial
research of Louisiana’s river delta system in partnership
with NASA that will be used to help NASA begin
monitoring delta growth worldwide.
“River deltas are the primary mechanism, at least in
this part of the world, that coastal land is built with and
sustained,” LSU professor Mathew Hiatt said. “Sediment
is delivered to the coast via the river channels and the
deposition basically forms the delta.”
River deltas are important for a host of reasons. Over
the course of thousands of years, deltas have formed fertile
farmland, oil and gas reserves, major fisheries, and the
rivers where deltas take shape often become major areas
of commerce. Some of the first cradles of civilization were
formed around river deltas, and now some of the biggest
cities in the world are located around them.
“Deltas are big economic engines,” Twilley said.
Understanding river deltas could help produce solutions
to Louisiana’s wetland loss, since they are the primary
engine by which coastlines replenish the land.
“The rivers have to continually add new sediment
because as sea levels rise if the land doesn’t rise with the sea
level, then all of a sudden that land becomes water again,”
says Twilley.
Twilley has been conducting research around the Wax
Lake River Delta system for around 16 years, looking at it
as an analog for how river systems grow. Wax Lake is a large
body of water in St. Mary Parish that was converted to an
outlet channel to divert water away from the Atchafalaya
River and into the Gulf of Mexico. After many years
of conducting this research on the ground, Twilley was
contacted by NASA.
“NASA said ‘hey, we know about the research y’all are
doing over by Wax Lake and we’ve got some new satellite
sensors that we’re testing that we think can monitor the

growth of deltas around the world. Would you be interested
in helping us calibrate the sensors?’ and I said yes,” Twilley
explained.
NASA is currently testing the sensors, flying them up
to about 30,000 feet above river deltas to analyze them.
Twilley and members of the field teams analyze the river
deltas on the ground and then compare them to the
information that the sensors pick up in order to test their
accuracy.
“The sheer complexity of the project is amazing,” the
forecaster for the project, Professor Paul Miller, said. “Just
the amount of moving pieces and the field teams that
they have just collecting data all coordinated at the same
time, it’s just incredible. Some of those planes can only fly
when it’s completely clear sky conditions, any clouds are a
problem. Some can handle clouds but no precipitation. If
it’s too windy then the field teams can’t be on the surface
when the airplanes fly over so all the stars have to align on
the weather side of things in order for them to execute the
field campaign as planned.”
The sensors that NASA is using to monitor river deltas
are highly sophisticated and must be tested thoroughly
before they are attached to a satellite, which is why they
reached out to LSU.
The research that Twilley and NASA are conducting
will lay the foundation for a deeper understanding of river
deltas across the globe.
“It’s pretty cool to do all of this work on the ground for
years looking at little plots, now all of a sudden with NASA
to think that you can expand that to the whole globe,” said
Twilley. “That gives you a real sense of impact because it’s
not just Louisiana. What we’re learning here in Louisiana
on our delta can be used to understand deltas around the
world. That’s a researcher’s dream.”
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Baton Rouge has a trash problem.
Researchers from the Mississippi River Cities and Towns
Initiative found in September that the amount of trash
detected along the Mississippi River in Baton Rouge during
a month-long survey would be equivalent to about 61 pieces
of trash if placed along one city block.
Raising Canes and Sonic food wrappings, foam Smoothie
King cups, and plastic cups were among the most common
sources of pollution along the river.
In collaboration with the MRCTI, LSU College of Coast
and Environment professor Mark Benfield is researching
the flow of plastic waste down the Mississippi River into
the Gulf of Mexico using GPS trackers, trash accumulation
data, and testing the water for microplastics.
Microplastics are tiny pieces of plastic. They can range
from the size of a grain of rice to microscopic. This makes
them ingestible to a variety of animals and humans.
Scientists’ understanding of the effects of microplastics
on human health is still developing, but research on the
ecological impacts so far are jarring.
A 2008 study in the journal of Environmental Science
and Technology was one of the first to find that these tiny
pieces of plastic don’t harmlessly pass through the body.
“The high concentration of plastic pollution along the
Mississippi is leading to a number of ecological issues,”
Benfield said.
Microplastics can bind with other pollutants, becoming a
sponge of organic pollutants, which attract microbes giving
the taste and smell of natural food, leading to small marine
life consuming them.
This can disrupt reproductive systems, stunt growth, and
cause liver or tissue damage.
Much of the plastic pollution in Baton Rouge found is
single-use plastics, like water bottles and bags. These larger
plastics can degrade over time and leave microplastics in
the water and air, eventually making their way to the Gulf
of Mexico.
Benfield’s research began in 2015 when he took
measurements of the amount of microplastics in the Gulf of
Mexico.
“We found just tons of microplastics,” Benfield said.
“That part of the coast doesn’t have a high population
density, so the likelihood they were originating from
Louisiana was pretty remote. We realized we were in the
plume of the Mississippi River, and so that was the logical
candidate.”
Benfield published a paper based on this research and
received funding from Louisiana Sea Grant to do a oneyear study looking at microplastics in the Mississippi river

between Baton Rouge and New Orleans.
The results? Very high concentrations of plastics, which
increased the further downriver they went.
“We have to reduce our utilization of plastics,” said
Benfield. “The majority of plastics that we interact with are
used for very transient activities. So, a water bottle that is
gonna last 1,000 years potentially we use for five minutes or
10 minutes.”
Since 2018, MRCTI has been partnered with cities along
the Mississippi River to reduce waste accumulation along
the river. Baton Rouge is one of three cities that are piloting
a new initiative that involves data collection. The other
cities are St. Louis, Missouri and St. Paul, Minnesota.
Baton Rouge Mayor-President, Sharon Weston Broome,
announced in April that Baton Rouge would be one of the
first cities to partner with MRCTI to investigate pollution
flow along the river.
“[Benfield] took me around Baton Rouge and showed
me some canals where booms were set up and all the plastic
that was collecting there,” said Jenny Wendt, Plastic Waste
Reduction Campaign Manager for MRCTI. “I had never
seen anything like it before.”
Using GPS devices inside water bottles, researchers were
able to gauge how trash entered local watersheds.
Community members also participated in collecting
data by standing on the bank of the river and using Debris
Tracker, an online application developed for the MRCTI
initiative by experts with the United Nations Environment
Programme, National Geographic Society and University of
Georgia.
Stormwater surges bring this plastic waste into the areas
around the river too, a problem that led city-parish leaders
to promote a $15-million stormwater division that would
work to manage this issue.
Around LSU, these surges result in plastic waste ending
up in the LSU Campus Lakes.
LSU AgCenter professor Jeff Kuehny, who leads the
Burden Museum and Gardens program, is working with the
coalition to raise awareness. He has placed booms in three
different water systems around Baton Rouge.
These booms act as nets, collecting any plastics that float
into them. By collecting this plastic, he is able to measure
the amount brought in by stormwater.
“This is a problem that can be solved but it’s going to
take everybody working together – public and private
sectors to remediate the litter and the flooding and
especially through stormwater management programs,”
Kuehny said.
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President Tate’s
Vision
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LSU President William Tate laid out his plans for LSU’s
future at his Presidential Investiture speech Friday, which
included investing in cancer research and upholding the
university’s military roots. Tate hopes to put scholarship
first at the university by seeking truth, demonstrating
empathy and operating with courage.
Tate said he is looking to the future but wants to
remember the history that formed the modern LSU. He
said LSU’s historical connection allows him to focus on
aspirations for the future.
“The great force of history is what we carry in us,” Tate
said. “It is history that we owe our frames of references,
identities and aspirations.”
Tate said he learned from the leadership of Bishop John
Fisher and Thomas Jefferson to create top-tier educational
institutions. He said their approach to classical education
and pursuit of truth is how LSU operated when it was first
established in Pineville, La.
“Jefferson believed in the pursuit of truth and so do I,”
Tate said. “LSU is a foundational institution that will help
us reach aspirations.”
Tate also said he wants to prioritize cancer research

at the Pennington Biomedical Research Facility. He said
Louisiana is 10th in the U.S. for cancer deaths, with 183 of
every 100,000 people dying from cancer. He said it is “our
duty as a flagship” to eradicate that number.
LSU garnered $160 million in research funds this past
year, which had a $490 million economic impact on the
state of Louisiana. Tate said he wants to invest in several
fields, including mental health services and coastal
sustainability, among others, during his presidency.
“We must build on and recommit to our investment in
agriculture,” Tate said. “We need better infrastructure in
science, engineering and technology.”
He also said energy and alternative forms of energy
“remains a target we must double down on.”
Tate said he wants to continue the university’s military
traditions and make LSU a premier ROTC university.
Tate concluded his speech by saying the institutions he’s
been at in the past have always had a comparative view to
other universities. He said he wants LSU to focus on LSU
and its future.
“We are outstanding at what we do,” Tate said. “We are a
great institution.”

Photos by Savanna Orgeron & Matthew Perschall
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New Way to Learn
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For better or for worse, most LSU students are no longer
attending classes from the comfort of their homes.
While some are glad to be back to in-person classes,
others grew accustomed to hybrid courses and watching
lectures on their own time and now even prefer them.
Most classes on LSU’s campus have returned to inperson learning, with students wearing masks and installing
HEPA filters.
For some students or faculty, this is not enough
to comfortably return to campus. Some still prefer
the convenience of remote learning. Others, like
communications professor Ginger Guttner, enjoy being
back face to face.
“I think if it’s a class that’s lecture based, going hybrid
is probably not going to be a problem,” Guttner said. “I’m
someone who likes to run around campus, so I feel bad for
the people on zoom. And my personal teaching style just
does not work over zoom. All that being said, if someone
is more comfortable doing it completely hybrid, I am
completely fine with that.”
Some professors that have larger class sizes have
creatively adapted how they operate their classes.
Business professor Douglas Weimer has a class with 100
students in it. Half of his students come to class in person
Tuesday, and the other half attend in person on Thursday.
On the days the students do not have his class in person,
they attend online via zoom.
Online learning is not an option for some classes, as
some professors have found that it allows students to
take advantage of the attendance policies. For example,
communications professor Lyman Hunt no longer allows
his students to attend class via zoom unless the excuse is

COVID-related.
“I found streaming/recording lectures to be an
attendance killer,” Hunt said. “Once folks realized that
everything was available online, class attendance dropped
to about 25% of the roster.”
Weimer said in-person attendance often depends on the
class size.
“In smaller classes, my experience is that more students
attend in-person class versus attending with Zoom, even
when they can pick the option,” Weimer said. “In the larger
classes, the numbers are about equal when they get to pick.”
Pre-recorded lectures may be around for good, even with
the return to in-person learning. Many professors who don’t
make attendance mandatory are still uploading their class
recordings to Moodle, a relatively rare practice prior to the
pandemic.
Regardless, many students are glad to be back on campus
and go to class in person regardless of the option to attend
remotely or watch lectures on their own time.
Only one of the sophomore David Wadle’s five classes
make class attendance mandatory. It’s also his only online
class.
Wadle, like most students, said that he prefers in-person
classes because it forces him to be more engaged in the class
and helps him focus. No longer surrounded by distractions
in his room and without the ability to turn his camera
off, Wadle is glad to get the traditional college experience
finally.
“Having now seen both LSU online and LSU in person,
I can say without a doubt that I am thankful to finally be
getting the full, in-person, college experience,” Wadle said.

Photos by Francis Dinh
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AI & COVID-19
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A team of LSU scientists and computer science students
helped develop a new treatment that could ease symptoms
and shorten the duration of the COVID-19 virus in people,
especially the vaccinated.
The treatment, known as SM-19, is a product of LSU’s
DeepDrug team that uses artificial intelligence to develop
drugs and test their effectiveness. The team worked in
collaboration with Skymount Medical, a Canadian biotech
company.
The drug, consisting of a combination of anti-cancer
and anti-parasitic drugs, underwent testing at the Illinois
Institute of Technology late last year and was shown to be
97% effective in reducing the viral load and transmission of
COVID-19 in animal cells. The treatment, delivered orally,
also reduces the duration of severe symptoms.
Skymount Medical began human testing of the
treatment on Aug. 11. Human clinical trials are currently
underway in Ukraine and California’s Riverside University
Health System.
“This would be especially useful for people who are
vaccinated who don’t get sick enough to go into the
ICU but could still get pretty sick and need to mitigate
their symptoms,” said Adam Bess, LSU computer science
graduate student and member of the DeepDrug team.
Helping to ease the suffering of those infected
and making life easier for those infected at home is
critical to ending the pandemic, associate professor of
computer science and DeepDrug team leader Supratik
Mukhopadhyay said.
DeepDrug’s artificial intelligence predicts how molecules
combine together and determine what drugs they’ll create,
Mukhopadhyay said. The team’s initial plan was to use the
artificial intelligence to condense the timeline and reduce
the costs of developing antibiotics to work against drugresistant bacteria, known as superbugs.
A typical antibiotic would take almost a decade and
close to $3 billion to develop. DeepDrug could reduce
development time to a month or less at a fraction of the
cost, Mukhopadhyay said.
“Suppose a patient is dying from a drug-resistant
bacteria, you can’t do anything; it will take years to get the
drug. By that time the patient is already dead,” he said. “We
thought if we could bring [the creation of drugs] down to
months or to days it could actually save lives.”
When COVID-19 hit, the DeepDrug team, consisting
of Mukhopadhyay, Bess, PhD student Frej Berglind and
associate professor of biological sciences Michal Brylinski,
shifted its focus to developing treatments for the virus.
“As COVID hit, we thought that we could repurpose
our DeepDrug engine for COVID, to discover drugs for

[the virus],” he said. “So far we have [discovered drugs] for
bacteria and now here is this new beast.”
Mukhopadhyay and Bess were at the world headquarters
of TED giving a talk about the applications of DeepDrug
when the pandemic began. When they arrived back in
Baton Rouge, they began reconfiguring the team’s machines
to repurpose drugs and compounds into viable treatments
for COVID-19, Mukhopadhyay said.
By July, the artificial intelligence housed in Patrick
F. Taylor Hall was ready to research how to “repurpose
existing FDA approved drugs that are today used for other
purposes towards [treating] COVID,” Mukhopadhyay said.
The DeepDrug is producing results that are “more
comprehensive than a lot of the other players in the biotech
start-up space,” Bess said. “We are getting results no one else
has found.”
Skymount has been involved with DeepDrug as
early as 2016 and have “always supported the work of
Dr. Mukhopadhyay,” Chris Galliano, Skymount’s Chief
Technology Officer, said. It wasn’t until the pandemic that
their partnership reached its apex.
“When COVID devastated the state of Louisiana after
Mardi Gras of 2020 we fully committed to expanding
the research of DeepDrug with a sole focus to end the
pandemic,” Galliano said.
Skymount’s role in the collaboration was to provide
funding and manufacturing to the LSU team.
The biotech company provided all of the funds required
to conduct pre-clinical research on over 60 of the drug
candidates that DeepDrug developed, Galliano said.
They also contracted other pharmaceutical companies
to get access to approved drugs as they were needed as trials
began, Bess explained.
DeepDrug has applications beyond COVID-19.
As vaccines and treatments like SV-19 become more
available to the public, DeepDrug will be used to solve
issues neglected by traditional pharmaceutical players,
Mukhopadhyay said. The team currently hopes to work at
developing drugs for cancer, anti-aging and neurobiological
diseases.
By reducing the development time and using generic
drugs to reduce costs, Skymount and DeepDrug are able to
make medicine available to those that would typically be
priced out of life-saving medical treatments, Galliano said.
“The possibilities are endless, but our main focus is to
improve the state of global health and use our talents to
make the world a better place for children to not suffer no
matter their geographic location or economic situation,” he
said. “Poverty and disease should not be synonymous. That
was the old way – we are the new way.”
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SG Sit Down
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Student Government President Javin Bowman
and Vice President Abbie Grace Milligan sat down
with President William Tate IV and Interim Provost
Matt Lee for a meeting packed with an array of topics
ranging from sexual assault awareness to COVID-19
protocols on Oct. 11.
The purpose of the meeting was for Tate and Lee to
receive updates on the status of campus while ensuring
student concerns are being met.
Milligan said she is looking forward to working
with Tate and hopes his administration enacts change
on LSU’s campus. She said she expects to see more
leadership from Tate than prior administrations.
“My biggest issue has always been addressing sexual
assault,” Milligan said. “We are still having protests
about this issue and seeing the repercussions of the
things that happened before Tate’s administration. So
I would like to see his administration address this issue
and I plan to hold members accountable if problems
go unaddressed.”
The sexual assault allegations against former French
graduate student Edouard d’Esalungue d’Arros were
not discussed during the meeting, Milligan said. Tate
previously said in a statement that he cannot comment
on the situation due to the ongoing lawsuit involving
the university.
Milligan said she hopes the new administration
won’t make the same mistakes that were made in the
past regarding Title IX.
“All of this neglect from so many different levels
of this university is just really unacceptable,” Milligan
said. “A lot of people, in my opinion, were not given
the repercussions that they deserved. What we really
need to be addressing is the culture that was allowed to
continue by those who were in power.”
Next steps for the Building Renaming Committee
were also discussed in the meeting.
The 16-member committee, made up of faculty,
staff, students and alumni, is in the process of
evaluating the buildings on campus names after racist
historical leaders and deciding whether any need to be
changed.
The committee, which was formed before Tate took
office, singled out all the buildings that might have a
controversial background.

“Members of the committee started brainstorming
ideas and they were making a lot of progress,” Milligan
said. “But since [former LSU president Thomas
Galligan] left, there hasn’t been a chair for the
committee which has limited further progress.”
Because there was so much pushback from
Middleton Library’s renaming, some university officials
fear that state legislators could cut funding, according
to Milligan.
In order to circumvent these issues, Tate suggested
that each building that was singled out by the
renaming committee should have a sign or plaque
which would acknowledge the history behind the
name.
“Instead of going through the process that we
went through with the library, the university can do
something that a lot of other schools did and add an
acknowledgement to highlight the history,” Milligan
said.
The group also talked about Tate’s “Scholarship
First” initiative and what it means for LSU in the
future. Milligan said it’s a five-to-10 year plan which
aims to boost the university’s academic standing.
“I’m so excited about this,” Milligan said.
“Everybody is well aware that LSU academically
doesn’t really compare to most other SEC schools. So,
I think it’s a really great way to rebrand our campus,
because it will create a new goal that everyone works
toward.”
Colin Raby, an SG senator representing the College
of Engineering, said that he is looking forward to Tate’s
“Scholarship First” approach.
“I think it is a great initiative,” Raby said. “I think
it is often misinterpreted because people say, ‘Oh
scholarship first, so we are not going to have football
or anything’ but it is pretty much saying that there is
room for improvement academically so we should try
to improve.”
He added that he is glad that Tate is willing to put
more focus on academics over other aspects of the
university.
“We come to LSU to be students first,” Raby said.
“I’m happy with Tate’s initiative to help raise the
university in the national rankings.”
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LSU needs ASL
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After taking American Sign Language at his Texas high
school and becoming fascinated with the language and culture
of the deaf community, Miles McLendon was told his credits did
not transfer over as a foreign language at LSU, unlike at public
universities in his home state.
“I had to start over with Spanish and I was so surprised LSU
didn’t have an ASL program,” McLendon said.
By his junior year, the political science and economics student
had an idea: to use his position as a Student Government
senator, specifically as the vice chairman of Academic Affairs,
to introduce legislation that would urge the university to create
an ASL program to teach the language and deaf culture to LSU
students as part of the Department of World Languages.
The legislation passed on Nov. 3 with unanimous support.
The proposal is now being sent to the Department of World
Languages, the College of Humanities and Social Sciences and
the Faculty Senate’s Courses and Curricula committee.
Before the legislation was introduced and eventually passed,
McLendon drafted a petition to gauge interest in creating such a
program at LSU. The petition received 690 signatures in favor of
allowing ASL to fulfill world language requirements.
“In Louisiana, ASL is recognized by the state Legislature as a
language, and ASL classes can be implemented into any public
school to meet foreign language requirements,” McLendon
explained in the petition.
When McLendon’s fellow student senator, mechanical
engineering sophomore Julius Pallotta, introduced similar
legislation last semester, it didn’t gain much traction.
Unlike last semester, however, McLendon’s legislation was
supported by Baton Rouge Community College, who just
launched their own ASL program and hopes their credits can
transfer over to LSU’s once established, and the Chair of the
Department of World Languages, Rafael Orozco.
Orozco, a professor of Linguistics and Spanish, supports
McLendon’s efforts to introduce the language to LSU’s campus,
saying that “all languages deserve the same importance.”
“There is no language that is more powerful than any other,”
Orozco said. “All languages, scientifically, are the same because
there is no way to accurately determine whether a language is
better or more beautiful.”
Orozco is working with McLendon to develop the ASL
program. Orozco’s role will be to put together a curriculum to
teach ASL under the Department of World Languages, including
scheduling the courses, putting together a course proposal and
hiring the faculty needed to teach the courses.
In developing the ASL program, Orozco has been in contact
with the Dean of the College of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Tony Blanchard.
Orozco said that Blanchard has worked with him to develop
proposals for an entry level course in ASL teaching basic
communication including the alphabet, grammar and vocabulary
taught by a certified ASL professor.
“This foundational class would be followed up by other
classes building on the foundation the students learned in the
basic class,” Orozco said. “Depending on student enrollment and
demand, then we could do more advanced conversational courses
in ASL.”
Orozco hopes that ASL becomes a permanent fixture to
the World Languages Department’s curriculum that will
help increase awareness and understanding of the often

misunderstood language.
“People think that people are just signing randomly and that’s
not what they’re doing,” Orozco said. “They’re actually following
a systematic communication pattern that involves signs that are
connected in ways that sense the same way as sentences when we
speak English or any other language.”
Organizations like Hands That Hear have been advocating for
and teaching ASL since spring 2020.
“We strive to bring together deaf, hard of hearing and hearing
students on campus,” Sara Toal, Hands That Hear’s founder,
said. “We have our deaf officers and leaders that teach ASL to
our members so that we are better able to communicate and
understand the deaf community.”
The club, which meets bi-weekly, has about 120 members,
according to Toal, a nutritional science senior who also acts as
the club’s president.
Toal takes pride in Hands That Hear’s work within the deaf
community of Baton Rouge, including the Louisiana School for
the Deaf.
“We have a service team that goes to local elementary schools
twice a week and teach elementary students basic ASL,” Toal said.
Hands That Hear supports McLendon’s legislation to create
an ASL program, with Toal calling it “a great first step” to an
inclusive campus.
“We have been advocating for an addition of ASL courses to
LSU ever since we started a year and a half ago,” Toal said.
Hands That Hear has been in close contact with those
in student government creating the proposal, with Pallotta
presenting at a recent meeting, Toal said.
“We give 110% of our support to the initiative,” she said.
“Getting to know not only the deaf community at LSU but the
local community in Baton Rouge and Louisiana makes it clear
there is a huge demand to have ASL classes.”
After coming up with the idea of learning ASL on a whim
during her freshman year after seeing people signing, Toal said
her perspective of the deaf community changed entirely once she
began learning ASL.
“It wasn’t a disability,” she said. “It was just a different way of
living life.”
Like most any culture, the deaf community is vibrant,
McLendon said. Part of the proposal he put together with
Orozco is to create a course on deaf culture and the importance
of representing it properly.
There is deaf cinema and even a subgenre of deaf music,
McLendon said.
“There’s more than enough substance within the deaf
community to create a course,” McLendon said. “Deaf cinema is
very special. There’s even a whole range of music within the deaf
community that surprises some people because they like to feel
the vibrations. Often times, deaf people like to go to concerts
because, even if they can’t hear the music the same as we do, they
enjoy feeling the vibrations.”
Both McLendon and Toal stressed the importance of strong
representation of the deaf community.
“Whenever you open those doors and have representation of a
deaf person that is successful and doing what they love, it starts
that conversation,” Toal said. “And that’s always going to be a
great first step to acceptance.”
“Being deaf isn’t a disability in life that’s going to hold you
back in life; it will help you do amazing things,” McLendon said.
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Professor
Honored
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Herman Kelly stood on the 10-yard line of the
Caesars Superdome this past week in total awe. He
looked around the dome and admired the pageantry
of the atmosphere around him. He watched the
cheerleaders and then the New Orleans Saints as they
began to warm up.
Kelly looked up and asked, “God, how did I get
here?”
And as time seemed to stand still, he heard a
response.
“You’ve gotten here because of my blessings and
grace to you.”
Kelly realized that there was a much bigger purpose
to his pain that he could have ever imagined.
Kelly, LSU African and African American
Studies (AAAS) adjunct instructor, was honored on
Thanksgiving night during the Bills vs. Saints game
as a Peoples Health Champion, an award given in
collaboration with Peoples Health insurance and the
Saints to recognize the exceptional achievements of
Louisiana residents aged 65 and older.
Kelly was nominated and chosen for the award in
recognition of his outstanding achievements in both
swimming and fundraising for cancer patients. He
holds the swimming title of state champion in seven
events, and placed in the top 25 for three separate
events at the National Senior Games in 2019.
The pastor and professor of more than 20 years fell
in love with swimming at a very young age, but his
pool time dwindled after he became a pastor and was
eventually assigned to lead Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Baton Rouge, a place he now
considers home. Health concerns in 2015 are what
forced him to find the pool again.
“In 2015, I was overweight,” Kelly said. “I had
medical issues and my doctor told me that if I didn’t
straighten my life out, I would have serious problems.
He told me that I would need to be put on medication.
Now obviously I didn’t want that, so he gave me six
weeks to try to get my life together, or else I would
have to be put on medication.”
Six weeks was all Kelly needed to prove his doctor
wrong. He swam at LSU’s natatorium twice a day for
those six weeks and saw his health drastically improve.
After the six week period, Kelly’s doctor decided that
medication was no longer needed
But Kelly kept swimming.
His next goal was to begin swimming competitively,

and with the help of two former LSU swimmers, Kit
Hanley and Miranda Nichols, he made that dream a
reality.
One of his biggest motivators, his late wife Linda
Kelly, was fighting breast cancer when Kelly was
training.
“There were times when my wife was ill and I didn’t
want to leave her home by herself,” Kelly said. “But she
would tell me, ‘No, you go swimming. I’ll be alright.’”
After she passed on Aug. 7, 2021, Kelly made
it his mission to continue her legacy through the
achievements that accompanied his passion. Kelly
sought to raise awareness as well as money for cancer
patients through his swimming. He partnered with
Crawfish Aquatics and Coach Nan Fontenot this past
summer to host Swim for Life, a fundraiser where
participants gave flat donations to swim laps around
the pool. Over $5,800 was raised, and Kelly is excited
to raise even more during future events.
After the passing of Linda, the fundraiser was newly
dubbed Swim for Linda, and people have continued
to donate. A scholarship that is awarded to a cancer
survivor was also created in her name, which will
continue each year moving forward.
“Her legacy as a person may have physically ended,
but it is my job to carry on the legacy that we built
together as a family,” Kelly said.
Kelly knows that his wife would be proud of
everything he has been able to accomplish. Having
this in mind only made receiving the Peoples Health
Champion Award that much more special.
“I know that she would say, ‘I’m proud of you,’” he
said. “‘I’m so glad that you didn’t give up. Even in my
sickness, you kept it up.’”
There’s no sign of slowing down for Dr. Kelly
anytime soon. He is currently training for the Senior
Olympic Games that will be held in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida this coming May.
“My goal is to be at the top,” he explained. “I want
to push to be in the top-12 of each event and then next
time, I want to be in the top five.”
After retiring, Kelly hopes to start swimming
internationally.
It can only be assumed that Kelly will continue to
pursue his dreams and succeed at them, all in the name
of his late wife, Linda, and the blessings that he credits
God for bestowing onto him.
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LSU has been awarded the host-leadership position in a
statewide network that aims to aid small business activity
and promote a healthy state economy.
The network, called the Louisiana Small Business
Development Center, has locations all around Louisiana.
Small businesses across the state can seek consultation
by contacting their regional office and getting help. The
organization’s 10 offices will now take direction and report
to LSU’s Innovation Park—the host seat of the LSBDC.
Andrew Maas is the associate vice president for Research
for Innovation and Ecosystem Development at Innovation
Park.
“We can help them. We can help them look at market
opportunities, market size and the demographics of a
location,” Mass said.
Business consultation services provided by the LSBDC
are completely free.
Historically, the sub-centers have worked with a smaller
institution; Maas said it hasn’t been as easy to contract with
the smaller institutions compared to a larger one like LSU.
Maas believes LSU is well equipped for the job. The
university handles $165 million in research and contracts
annually and has the infrastructure in place to carry out
these operations.
Still, he doesn’t want to make this an “LSU-centric”
network.
“As the flagship institution, we have a job to educate the
community and state,” Maas said.
Maas wants to see “true collaboration” across the regional
offices and the host and wants to take a new approach to
the management of the organization. While employees
of the other offices won’t be the employees of LSU and
therefore won’t report directly to Innovation Park, he says
that they’ll enter contracts ensuring LSU’s oversight so that
the offices can reach their full regional potential.
The regional offices will meet on a quarterly basis to
discuss initiatives and the direction of LSBDC.
“Small business is the life blood of the U.S. economy,”
Maas said.
Smalls Sliders, a casual burger restaurant on Nicholson
Drive, used the services of the LSBDC and have now grown
to a second location, employing more people and further
stimulating the economy.
“The federal definition of a small business, depending on
industry but almost universally, is under 500 employees,”
Maas said, “So you could have a pretty big business and still
be defined as a small business, with regards to the federal
government.”
Because of the federal definition of a small business,
many businesses that wouldn’t be thought of as small still

qualify for the free services of the LSBDC.
Funding for the LSBDC comes from three levels:
federal, state and local. The Small Business Administration,
through tax dollars, funds around $1.8 million. The state
affords $1 million via Louisiana Economic Development.
The remaining money surfaces through local means and
LSU itself. All three levels total around $4.5 million.
Most of this is tax-generated money and goes into
paying the employees of the LSBDC so that they can
provide their free services.
Innovation Park manager Hutch McClendon says that
the LSBDC can be of great benefit to LSU students.
“Students need to know they can come to us to get
advice,” McClendon said.
There can be a stream of mutual benefit between
students and the organization, where students can use
the services of LSBDC and the state can push forward
economic innovation.
This would create more jobs for students joining the
Louisiana workforce. Maas speculates that a more vibrant
economy might encourage something like a bigger night
life and give more graduates a reason to stay in the state
after completing their degree.
Small business growth is easier to instigate than a larger
company.
Maas uses the example of a start-up that’s two people
compared to a company of 1,000 employees. The start-up
can grow by 600% if it hires only 12 new people, whereas
the larger company hiring 50 new employees only grows by
5%.
Pat Witty is the director of small business and
community service at Louisiana Economic Development, a
state office that works in partnership with the LSBDC.
He’s glad LSU is using its leverage outwardly and not
“living in its walls.”
“To say it is one thing, to do it is another; I think because
they have a strong small business program, a small business
development center, they already have an incubator, a
strong business school, a strong public administration
school,” Witty said “I think they have a great opportunity
to leverage all of that and put it into place throughout their
own small business development center.”
Witty looks forward to sitting at a table with the other
organizations— LSU, SBDC, SBA, and LED— and
ensuring the most effective use of their resources.
“If we can’t figure out how to support small businesses
in this economy, we’re going to be losing from the get-go,”
Maas said. “LSU brings a robustness to the ecosystem, the
network, that is more valuable to the small businesses that
are being serviced here.”
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Tiger Family
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Students spend an average of six years in college,
a short period of time in the grand scheme of life. As
students approach graduation, many look back on
college and wonder where all the time went. But even
when students leave the university, they will always
remain a part of the Tiger family.
This fact has become clear to me in my last semester
of college. I have recently begun my job search,
as I will graduate with a bachelor’s degree in mass
communication in just a few months.
I am moving to the Big Apple in May, but I have
only ever been to New York City once when I was 14. I
loved the city, but I don’t remember much about it. My
family is from Georgia, and I’m the only person I know
who wants to live in New York.
Two months ago, I was completely lost on how to
make my dream of moving to New York City a reality.
Searching for guidance, I posted on a Facebook
group for LSU alumni living in New York City,
explaining that I am graduating in May and would
appreciate any advice for moving to the big city and
launching my career.
The amount of help that alumni offered was
excitingly overwhelming.
I had multiple alumni who went out of their way to

reach out to me and connect me with different career
opportunities. Fifteen to 20 alumni in New York City
alone have contacted me and tried to help.
I have continued to speak to several of them—some
recent graduates, some who graduated over 30 years
ago. I have yet to run into alumni from the university
who are unwilling to help.
Many alumni who helped me said they also had
alumni help them as they began their lives postgraduation. It is a beautiful cycle of those from the
university community investing in one another’s
success.
New York-based alumni have offered me an
enormous amount of help, but they are still only a
tiny portion of the alumni assistance I have received
throughout my time at the university. Without the
generosity of alumni donations toward student
scholarships, I would not even be graduating this May.
Throughout it all, I have learned how grateful I am
to be a Tiger. Being an LSU Tiger provides another
family, with members all over the country and world.
As I graduate and continue with my career, I am
determined to someday impact future LSU students
the way alumni have impacted me.

Photos by Savanna Orgeron & Chynna McClinton
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The EVOLVE ticket, headed by presidential
candidate Lizzie Shaw and vice presidential candidate
Nick St. Mary, won the 2022 spring student-body
presidential election.
“I’m so excited to put into place the plans we’ve
dreaming for a year,” Shaw said.
The election brought in 7,196 votes.
Student Government hasn’t had a female president
since 2007, and only about 8% of past presidents have
been female, something Shaw said motivated her to
run.
The election results were announced Monday in the
Live Oak Lounge of the Union. They were originally
set to announce on Friday but the university’s closure
due to severe weather on Wednesday pushed the
election days back to Thursday and Friday.

SG candidates campaigned all last week, handing
out fliers, food and drinks to promote their campaigns.
The Inauguration date has yet to be announced.
Shaw, a political communication junior, announced
her campaign for student body president alongside
her running mate, St. Mary, a psychology junior, in an
Instagram post on Nov. 7. They were the first ticket to
announce their candidacy this election season.
Shaw said in the post that she and St. Mary believe
in “being a voice of the student body, not just for the
student body.”
“I wanted to run because I think that my leadership
skills align well with this position,” Shaw said. “I’m
used to the leadership style that being student body
president requires.”

Photos by Dylan Borel
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Students petted baby goats, ate vegan foods and
listened to music in celebration of sustainability at the
recent sustainability event.
LSU dining hosted Grateful for Spring, an event
meant to celebrate and promote plant-based,
sustainable foods for students to eat during Earth
Month. The event attracted crowds of students to the
various vendors.
The event was put on by Chartwells Higher
Education Dining, the company that handles all of
LSU’s dining needs. They partnered with Campus Life
and Facility Services.
The event had several vendors serving plant-based
foods, including pizza, meatballs, pasta and churros.
There was also a petting zoo with baby animals, a
photobooth, face-painting and a flowerpot creation
station.
The event also had a “Thankful Wall” for students
to write what they are grateful for and what they can
do to be more environmentally sustainable in their
daily lives. Chartwells CEO Lisa McEuen said that they
include the wall at each of the Joyful Series events.
The recent event was the fourth installment in a
series of events Chartwells has been hosting across
hundreds of college campuses called the Joyful Series.
McEuen said the Joyful Series was created to celebrate
community in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic
harming student’s ability to interact socially.
Senior marketing director Eric Rouse said that the
Grateful for Spring event was organized to educate
students on ways to reduce food waste and to provide
students with a greater sense of community. He said

that overall, plant-based foods are better for the
environment.
“Basically, our mission today is to celebrate Stop
Food Waste Day. That’s why we offered a vegan, plantbased menu today for students just to introduce them
to that cuisine,” Rouse said.
Senior executive chef Jon Jackson said all of the
items offered at the event are offered in the LSU
dining halls. He also said that they plan to continue
hosting events from the Joyful Series in the future.
“Basically, it’s a post-COVID, kind of, ‘get back to
normalcy’ kind of event,” Jackson said. “This event is
a celebration of Earth Day. Basically, we’re trying to
feature sustainable products, sustainable zero-waste
containers, plant-based foods that we’re serving out
here today, things that go with our company mission.”
Jackson said that although plant-based foods are a
little expensive, the price is going down as demand for
them increases.
McEuen said that Chartwells hosted similar events
across the roughly 300 universities that they service
across the country. She said that each of the events
had some sort of a giveback associated with it. For the
Grateful for Spring Event, they gave the leftover food
to a local homeless shelter.
“Students are a lot more...not so much in groups
anymore and they spent a lot of alone time in COVID,
so I think this is a way to bring people back together
through food,” McEuen said.
McEuen said they are planning four more events,
two in the fall and two next spring.

Photos by Dylan Borel
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Memorial Tower

LSU reopened Memorial Tower after a ceremony
conducted by the LSU Ole War Skule and ROTC.
Visitors can now visit the William A. Brookshire
military museum within the tower.
Memorial Tower closed in 2018 to begin a
complete remodeling of the interior and the creation
of a museum meant to display a history of LSU’s
relationship to the military. The museum contains
memorabilia dating back to 1860, when the university
was founded as a military academy.
The ceremony included speeches from Gov. John
Bel Edwards and LSU President William F. Tate IV, as
well as live military music and videos. People involved
in the museum’s financing and construction were
recognized and military veterans were honored.
“This university has always been a special place
for the military,” Edwards said. “LSU remains deeply
rooted in the tradition of other great military schools,
building off the foundation of strong academic
emphasis and a rich military program.”
The ceremony opened with a helicopter flyover and
the Pershing Rifles Color Guard and the singing of the
National Anthem by the LSU wind ensemble.
Corey Bates, national vice commander of the
American Legion, spoke on the significance of
Memorial Tower to the legion, which raised the funds
for its initial construction in 1923.
“Memorial tower is a shining example of the
American Legion’s and LSU’s shared and sacred
commitment to honor and remember the men and

women who gave up all of their tomorrows so that we
may have this day together,” Bates said.
Memorial Tower was built after World War I to
honor Louisianans who died in the war.
Tate spoke about the significance of Memorial
Tower and thanked the donors and construction team
who helped make the museum possible.
“This exciting moment marks the re-opening of
an iconic part of our campus, Memorial Tower, and
an opportunity to honor LSU’s rich military history,
heritage and legacy today and for many years to come,”
Tate said.
He honored the legacy of the late William
Brookshire, for whom the museum is named.
Brookshire earned a P.h.D at LSU and founded S&B
Engineers and Constructors. Brookshire provided a
great deal of philanthropic support over the course of
his life. The Brookshire family was in attendance and
his daughter gave a short speech.
Actors portraying William Tecumseh Sherman,
David and Thomas Boyd, and Governor Huey P.
Long provided a history of LSU, beginning with its
formation and leading up to Long’s support for the
school in the 1930s.
The ceremony concluded with live music by
LSU’s marching band, followed by a ribbon cutting,
formally opening the museum to the public. Those
in attendance were allowed to go inside and tour the
exhibits afterward.

Photos by Matthew Perschall
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For 70 years, Wyatt Houston Day – who, modestly,
considers himself “top of the heap” for his craft – has been
collecting books. Before the new year, he sold his beloved
collection of African American poetry to Louisiana State
University.
The Day collection, now available for public viewing at
the Hill Memorial Library Special Collections, is one of the
most important collections of African American poetry in
the country, appraised at $612,940.
“Building this collection was like a challenge with a huge
pot of gold at the end,” Day said. “I owed it to the collection
to find it a good home.”
The breadth of the materials is extensive. Spanning
the early 18th century, the Harlem Renaissance, postRenaissance poetry and the 1960s and 1970s Black Arts
movement, the collection features first editions and original
manuscripts from hundreds of poets, including Gwendolyn
Brooks, Langston Hughes and Sonia Sanchez.
John Miles, the curator of books at LSU Special
Collections, said he initially reached out to Day searching
for one particular book. But when one conversation led to
another, and the two literature-enthusiasts formed a bond,
Miles was surprised when Day offered him and LSU an
entire collection.
Several other private buyers and institutions, including
Duke University, showed interest in the collection, but Day
“took a liking” toward Miles.
“John showed such interest and enthusiasm, and I knew
the collection would be in good hands with him,” Day said.
LSU Library paid $380,000 for the collection, and Day
gifted the rest.
Stanley Wilder, dean of LSU Libraries, said that the
purchase was not a difficult decision. It is part of LSU
Library’s effort to acquire collections that reflect underrepresented communities.
“This was a special opportunity that presented itself,”
Wilder said. “It’s given us a basis, and we can now continue
building on this collection systematically.”
Day, now 81 years old, recalls collecting his first book
when he was only nine. Raised on the lower east side of
Manhattan, New York, he spent his younger years “book
hunting” with his father at local book stores on and around
8th Street. He said the search is what he still loves the most
about book collecting.
“A lot of the time, a great Black writer who worked in
isolation often died in isolation,” Day said. “Those poets
could have made some of the best work but had no one to
read it. I wanted to read it.”
Day keeps his book collections in his home in the small,
artistic town of Nyack, New York, where he and his wife
moved to 27 years ago. When I asked Day why he decided
to sell this remarkable collection, he said it was partially
financial reasons, but more so to find them a good home as
he got older.
The collection includes over 800 books by hundreds
of authors, some prestigious and others more obscure.

Narcissa Haskins, African American Studies librarian, was
amazed, but not surprised by the diversity of poets that
made up the collection.
“There was a lot of self-promotion during the Black
Arts Movement; so there will be diversity and a lot of
collaboration happening,” Haskins said. “It’s pretty typical to
see diverse materials in collections such as this.”
Day confirms that this range was no fluke and is a
reflection of African American poetry being inextricably
linked to the experiences of Black people. Because of this,
he said, the collection includes both highly sought-after
materials and rare books with “no words on the spine.”
“Black poets were a part of what was going on politically
and socially, not isolated in some special room in the house.
Everything and everyone was connected.” Day said. “This
collection is a voice of the community. It’s a lot of voices that
came together as one voice.”
Miles hopes that current and prospective LSU poets and
creative writers will find inspiration in these voices of the
past. He emphasizes the importance of archival collections
like this to narrate the experiences of enslaved people,
specifically in their own voices.
Kalvin Marquis-Morris, dual communication studies and
English senior, said that his favorite part of the collection
was the original manuscript of the music cues for Langston
Hughes’ 12-part poem, “Ask Your Mama,” inscribed by
Hughes to poet Amiri Baraka.
Like Miles, he values this collection as more than just a
symbolic win for diversity.
“This a crucial step toward the safety of Black students on
campus and making them feel wanted, not just pulling them
to the school for diversity numbers or to claim some DEI
victory,” Marquis-Morris said. “The collection gives black
students an opportunity to spark so much black innovation,
genius, creativity and radicality.”
According to Marcela Reyes Ayalas, the LSU Library
director of communications, LSU Library is entering
the second phase of acquiring this new collection. Phase
one was the initial announcement. Next, Ayalas wants to
integrate the works into the curriculum and the community
by hosting workshops, speaker series and group readings.
“We are planning to have a poetry reading event walkthrough of the collection,” Haskins said. “It’s not going to be
modern poetry slam or spoken word. It’s going to be a bit
more traditional.”
Miles emphasizes his commitment to expanding this
historical collection while embracing the contemporary
poetry scene. Even though poetry is not what it was during
the Harlem Renaissance, it still responds to similar political
implications.
He also sees this collection as a prospective pull factor
for potential LSU graduate students and professors.
“One thing I want, that I think is a possibility, is that this
collection will attract students, particularly creative writing
MFA students, but also professors,” Miles said. “This is us
signaling a commitment to the university.”
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LSU will unveil a new Studio Arts Building, which
will house the College of Art and Design, in the fall of
2022 after historic renovations are complete.
For the first time since 1924, the Studio Arts
Building is undergoing major renovations, according to
the LSU College of Art and Design website.
The building is 41,500 square feet and will cater to
students and faculty within the studio art program.
The project will cost a little over $18 million and is
being funded by the state and private donors.
Formerly called the Old Engineering Shops, the
Studio Arts Building was built in 1924 with nine other
buildings for LSU’s original master plan.
Because the existing building is placed on the
National Register of Historic Places, a complete
historic renovation will take place to comply with
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the
Rehabilitation of Historic Structures.
Once renovated, the building will contain
modernized facilities for the College of Art and Design,
including ceramics and printmaking and sculpture
programs, as well as office spaces. In addition to
interior organization to meet the needs of the school,
the new Studio Arts Building will have upgraded air
conditioning and ventilation systems as well as an
interior finish upgrade.
Dean of the College of Art and Design, Alcibiades
Tsolakis, is proud of the contributions made by donors
and the state of Louisiana to provide LSU students
with a renovated Studio Arts Building.
“This building will bring together all students
and faculty who are currently dispersed in different
facilities around campus,” Tsolakis said. “It will be a
state-of-the-art facility.”
Tsolakis wants this renovation to expand the
appreciation of art, its expansive culture and its
impactful history to the mass public.
“I want students within the College of Art
and Design to have a creative and collaborative
environment that will promote the arts to the
university community as well as to the Louisiana
community at large,” Tsolakis said.
Scott Andresen, an associate professor at the College
of Art and Design, says the newly renovated building
will allow him to reach out to a broad spectrum of
students within the College of Art and Design.
“For many years, the School of Art has been split

between multiple buildings across campus, and that
has made it hard to create a real identity within the
School of Art,” Andresen said. “This building will
create a central hub for students and faculty alike, a
place where that creative spark will be shared with
each other.”
Andresen also expressed excitement about the new
facilities and how they will impact the school.
“Also, from a logistical standpoint, the newly
renovated facilities will be a game-changer for many
areas in the school: new fabrication facilities, a foundry
and welding facilities, a kiln yard for ceramics, painting
studios, gallery spaces and large open workspaces for
incoming students,” Andresen said.
The added space from the renovations will provide
students with the opportunity to work on their projects
with ample room. Prior to the renovations, students
could only work in the building if it was below
capacity, Andresen said.
“I oversee the freshman art program, and students
have had to work on art projects in their dorms or at
mom and dad’s house,” Andresen said. “The new spaces
for incoming students are enormous, can house 100
students, and will be open all the time. This change
will help create a real studio culture from the first
semester, a place where students work side by side at
all hours of the day.”
Andresen says the most important aspect of the
new Studio Arts Building is that it will be a place for
students, staff and faculty to bond and share their love
and passion for art.
“More than anything, the new Studio Arts Building
provides a home for the School of Art,” Andresen said.
“It is a strange feeling to know other art students but
never actually see what they do because the facilities
are dispersed all around campus. To be able to share
one roof is the most basic but the most important
change that could happen for the School of Art.”
Matthew Jones, a graduate student in the ceramics
department, will be one of the first graduate students
to graduate from the newly renovated Studio Arts
Building.
“It feels strangely opportunistic to be amongst
the first MFA [Major in Fine Arts] students who will
graduate from the new studio arts building,” Jones said.
“It is mighty rare to have the chance to find yourself
creating in such an untainted space.”
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The production technology that helped bring the Star
Wars universe to life on Disney+ with “The Mandalorian”
is coming to Baton Rouge courtesy of a $1.25 million grant
LSU received from Louisiana Economic Development.
The grant comes as a part of Louisiana Economic
Development’s new Entertainment Development Fund
designed to improve the productivity of Louisiana’s
residents in the ever-changing entertainment landscape.
Distributed in five $250,000 annual increments, the
grant will be used to develop the university’s Virtual
Production & Emerging Media Filmmaking program.
Included is the development of a virtual production stage
in the university’s Digital Media Center in the coming
months.
This virtual production stage, also known as the XR
studio, will feature a full LED wall and motion capture
technology. Similar technology is used in Disney’s Volume
technology—the virtual production tool used to create the
worlds of “The Mandalorian” and the upcoming “Thor:
Love and Thunder.”
“They can transport locations to the state of Louisiana
and not have to shoot some of these things on location,”
said Chris Stelly, Louisiana Economic Developments’
executive group director of entertainment and digital
media.
Work is already underway to implement the technology
required for the program, including the LED screen in the
XR studio.
A portion of the screen should be in place by January,
according to Jason Buch, the LSU Screen Arts program’s
representative on the virtual production program.
Stelly feels that this technology allows the state to be at
the forefront of education and application of this emerging
technology. He said that technology has changed the face
of filmmaking and this grant and the programs developed
from it “will provide a lot of opportunities to train people
on the most current technology with the most current
programing and filmmaking techniques.”
The proposal and development of the first-of-its-kind
program that is “geared towards the future of filmmaking”
will allow both LSU and Louisiana to stay competitive in
the film industry, Stelly said.
A key portion of LSU’s virtual production program
proposal is the connection with and integration of multiple
colleges across the university’s campus. The virtual
production program intends to connect programs in seven
of the university’s 14 colleges, ranging from the College
of Engineering to the Colleges of Music & Dramatic Arts
and Humanities & Social Sciences—where Screen Arts is
located.
“Having access to something like this on campus is

going to open up possibilities for projects students want
to work on,” Buch said “And also hopefully cross-program
interactions with the students where the filmmakers from
the Screen Arts program can work with and enlist help
from students in [Music & Dramatic Arts].”
The virtual production program and the host of different
disciplines it brings together will more adequately prepare
students across the university to thrive on film sets, and the
world beyond entertainment.
The convergence of these technologies allow students
to be prepared for more than just film, with applications
ranging from the military and training for jobs on oil
refineries, Stelly said.
One student part of the university’s Screen Arts program
is confident the technology the grant provides will help
train him for the future, but feels state-of-the-art facilities
are only as good as the staff within them.
Screen Arts senior Ben Caplan feels that the current state
of the program is more geared towards film studies and
documentary filmmaking. Both of which are important,
Caplan said, but that’s not why he came to LSU to study
film.
He wants to be involved in feature length productions
but doesn’t know where to start. Compared to other states
like Georgia, Louisiana’s film industry is not as easy to find
work in.
While Caplan is aware of a number of productions like
Apple’s “Greyhound” and Disney’s “Crater” being filmed in
Louisiana, he has no idea how to find work on these sets.
“Louisiana doesn’t really have a universal database of
productions that’s up to date. I know Celtic [Studios in
Baton Rouge] still has one of their latest productions as
‘Fantastic Four’ which came out in 2015,” Caplan said. “And
if we’re gonna base Louisiana production off ‘Fantastic
Four,’ I don’t think that’s a very good idea.”
He said there are changes beyond a virtual production
facility that are needed to reinvigorate the Screen Arts
program. He feels that hiring the right people and getting
the right equipment is vital if Louisiana Economic
Development’s dream of making Baton Rouge a hub for
cinematic productions is to come to fruition.
“Hire people that have worked in the industry today,
people who are actually in the industry love to teach and
develop the new wave of art,” Caplan said.
If the goal is to keep talent and attract productions to
Louisiana, Caplan feels there’s no better way to do that than
investing in young, aspiring filmmakers.
“If LSU wants to do this they really need to find the
people that are passionate about this and continue to
influence that passion in the right direction,” he said.
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The LSU AgCenter invited children in Baton Rouge
and surrounding areas to experience AgMagic, a
Louisiana agricultural-focused event, after a two-year
hiatus.
According to the AgCenter website, AgMagic is
the AgCenter’s signature annual educational event for
children and was put on hold for two years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The event was held for registered school groups
from March 28 to April 1, and opened to the public on
April 2 and April 3.
Hannah Devall, an instructor in the AgCenter 4-H
Youth Development unit, worked on the opening of
AgMagic to the public. She says AgMagic provides
children with interactive activities that teach them
about Louisiana agriculture.
“AgMagic is an interactive tour that showcases
Louisiana agriculture,” Devall said. “When touring
the event, youth have the opportunity to play games,
complete crafts, pet different animals and witness top
agriculture commodities from across the state.”
Devall said her favorite part of the event is watching
children get excited about learning Louisiana
agriculture.
“For me, the most exciting part of this event is
to witness youth learn more about the agriculture
industry in Louisiana,” Devall said.
Devall also said the event showcases other displays,
like 4-H youth development, “World of Wonder–
Forestry,” “Aquaculture,” “Plants Produce for You,”
“Bugs Rule,” “Animals Produce for You” and Farm
Gate to Dinner Plate. Each of these displays showcase
different agricultural commodities while making a
connection to everyday items that derive from those
same commodities.
She said the children’s favorite part of the event is
typically petting chicks in the “Animals Produce for
You” session.
Sammie Parks, a civil engineering graduate student
with a focus in environmental studies, heard about
the AgMagic event from her renewable and natural

resources professor and decided to volunteer.
“I think that this event is great for teaching
children hands-on activities pertaining to Louisiana
agriculture,” Parks said. “Agriculture is very important
as how food is produced, how homes are built and how
daily resources are made, such as paper and oxygen.”
Parks also said she believes it is important to be
aware of all the agricultural resources Louisiana has to
offer.
Agricultural and extension education and
evaluation sophomore Emma Vines believes that LSU’s
contribution to agriculture education for children does
a great job with community outreach.
“I think this event is a great way for children to be
exposed to agriculture through hands-on activities and
other learning experiences,” Vines said. “Many people
don’t know where their food comes from and the
importance of agriculture in everyday life.”
Vines said events like AgMagic sparked her interest
in agriculture.
“It was events like AgMagic that made me really
enjoy learning about agriculture,” Vines said. “I had
such a great learning experience from my teachers and
agriculture events that I wanted to give future students
similar opportunities.”
Vines said she would volunteer at AgMagic again
and wants to encourage other LSU agricultural majors
to get involved with community outreach.
“I would love to help children experience
agriculture, and it’s what I want to do for a career,”
Vines said. “Having the opportunity to see a young
student light up when they hold a bunny for the first
time or look so proud of themselves after learning
something new is something I really enjoy.”
Veterinary sciences sophomore Isabella Matysil said
AgMagic could help children better understand what it
is like to be a veterinarian.
“I and other veterinarian science majors all agree
that we had an innate sense of wanting to work with
animals, and this event can persuade children to fully
understand the tasks of a veterinarian,” Matysil said.
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Layers

All students come to this university in search of a higher
education, but a select few stumble upon their higher
purpose in the form of art. The new “Layers” exhibition in
the Student Union has helped those students express their
newfound or existing love for art, regardless of their majors.
Featuring pieces ranging from a dress made entirely
of soda tabs to a more traditional oil painting on wood,
the exhibition is an impressive and eclectic display of the
talents possessed by LSU artists.
Since the Union Art Gallery has been unable to feature
new exhibitions due to COVID-19, “Layers” is the very
first student exhibition of the year. The exhibition was
made possible by the leadership of Exhibition Curator and
Juror Cecelia Moseley, president of the LSU Society of
Sculptures, who organized an opening reception on Feb. 23.
“This has been a really awesome opportunity to bring
community and artists together,” Moseley said. “Every
student in this exhibition, it’s actually the first exhibition
that they’ve been a part of. That’s been really awesome to
hear them get super excited.”
The Society of Sculptors, The Painters League, and The
Printmaking Guild all put together the exhibition in only
21 days. Exhibition Jurors Moseley, Amanda Farris and
Paul Gomez chose from 68 submissions and narrowed the
selection down to an exclusive 32 pieces to be displayed.
For Moseley it has been extremely rewarding to be able
to create a space for young artists who are still looking to
prove to themselves and their loved ones how hard they
will work to pursue their passions.
“For a lot of these students, it’s hard to become an artist
because it’s hard to talk to your families about becoming an
artist and changing from a biochem major or an accounting
major and really pursuing art,” she said. “So, them being
proud of what they made and being able to tell their
parents is a really exciting thing.”
Mark Muguga, a sports administration sophomore, has
his artwork featured in the exhibition entitled “In Black,”
which is a charcoal drawing on paper piece. Muguga worked
on his piece for over a semester, completing nearly 14
sketches along the way.
“In darkness, sometimes things seem to be more still,”
he said. “What I wanted to create in this piece was that
stillness. That was my aim, just to try and create a balance.”
Muguga uses his artistic abilities to reflect on his culture
and identity. Art grants him the ability to expand his
voice and reach other people like him who feel like their
identities are being repressed.
“If I’m working on my pieces, I am able to create things
that I feel are not being expressed: my moods, my feelings
and what I feel society needs to know about,” he said.
For Muguga, art is an extremely powerful form of selfadvocacy and empowerment. It can bring representation to
individuals and their cultures, bolstering communities with
pride and celebration. He said it is essential that someone

speak out and advocate for themself, rather than have
someone else speak on their behalf. By finding their voice
and using it to speak out for their community, a person will
be able to grow more as an artist and have a greater impact.
Studio Art major Sophia Morstead had her oil-on-canvas
piece, entitled “Shadow Self,” on display, to showcase the
edgier side of human fragility.
“Your shadow self is someone that has faults, like a
darker side,” she said.
For Morstead, art has always been her primary outlet of
expression. Like many of the other artists at the exhibit, she
turns to it when looking to make sense of her emotions and
conflicts.
“I’ve always grown up doing art; it’s just a way for me to
escape any struggles. It’s almost like therapy for me,” she said.
Graphic Design major Jaden Degeyter created one of the
most stand-out pieces in the exhibit. Degeyter’s free-form
sculpture is also a wearable dress made with 2,789 soda tabs,
weighing nearly four pounds.
“The inspiration behind it is kinda just taking trash and
elevating it to an artistic standard,” Degeyter said. “I was
inspired by pop art with a twist of a 1920s flapper girl dress.
I just wanted to elevate the idea of reusing and recycling, so
it’s kind of bringing awareness to environmental issues.”
Degeyter worked on the dress over a seven-day period,
putting in eight hours of work each day. To help push
through the pain she listened to two audiobooks in their
entirety.
“I wanted to give up so many times. My fingers would
hurt and bleed and I was like, ‘It’s not going to come
together,’” she said. “But I knew that in the end, it would
be beautiful. It was in my head and I wanted it to be out in
public so other people could experience it.”
Although the payoff of creating this dress has been
immensely rewarding, Degeyter’s journey on the way to
making the piece was no straight shot. Like many of the
other students featured in the exhibit, a passion for art is
something she didn’t initially lean into.
“I was originally in nursing and I rediscovered my love
for art,” she said. “My second year into nursing, I dropped
it and went to art school and totally immersed myself in
everything art. I took sculpture classes and digital design
classes, just to figure out what I wanted to do.”
Once she decided to commit to pursuing art, she was
able to fully appreciate it as an extension of herself. While
wearing a gorgeous wide-brimmed black hat complemented
by a pair of earrings mimicking cigarettes, Degeyter
explained that she utilizes art in every aspect of the way
she presents herself. With every accessory and every bold
eyeliner look, she is artistically expressing herself on an
everyday basis.
“I just think that to express yourself is the way to live.
You’re not actually living if you’re not expressing yourself,”
Degeyter said.
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Cybersecurity

The LSU computer science program is in the
process of adding new courses to encourage students to
pursue careers in cybersecurity.
The initiative, called the Forensic and Incident
Response Environment, or FIREStarter, will develop
a cyber range in the LSU Digital Media Center, where
computer science students can gain experience in
cybersecurity, according to an LSU press release.
“About 100 students per semester will gain handson experience analyzing and defending against
cyberattacks and emergent malware, including
ransomware,” the release says.
The classes will begin next spring semester.
The cyber range technology will be taught through
a partnership with the Cyber Crime Unit of the
Louisiana State Police and funded by a $185,911
investment from the Louisiana Board of Regents
through its Cybersecurity Talent Initiative Fund.
Computer science professor and associate director
for cybersecurity Golden Richard is leading the
FIREStarter initiative to attract more students to
cybersecurity. Richard said it’s important to get
students interested in cybersecurity early to make up
for a gap in the workforce.
“Workforce gap is problematic in federal and
state-level institutions,” Richard said. “We’re trying
to get students interested in jobs in state and federal
institutions.”
Richard said the establishment of a cyber range is
a crucial tool for students. He said it creates a realistic,
large-scale scenario for students that incorporates
cybersecurity offense and defense.
“The cool thing about this is it essentially lets you
do things that are scaled,” Richard said. “You’re not
harming real infrastructure or attacking infrastructure.
It’s all contained.”
Associate professor of computer science Anas
“Nash” Mahmoud said the FIREStarter initiative is
intended to change the culture of LSU’s computer
science department. His job as a software engineer
requires him to build the system from scratch, and he
wants students from all concentrations to be thinking
about security from the beginning.
“You think about security and safety before [a]
house is even built,” Mahmoud said. “Now, we’re going

to make it something all computer science students
[think about].”
Mahmoud said the courses included in FIREStarter
will be challenging. He said there’s a lot of theory
behind cybersecurity that can be hard to comprehend,
but that the initiative has been in the works for months
and the courses will be helpful for students.
“What we’re bringing to the table is new software
and a new framework so students can get hands-on
experience in class,” Mahmoud said. “It’s not your
traditional textbook class.”
Mahmoud said he’s already seeing a high demand
for FIREStarter programs within the department.
He said the majority of his 110-student class showed
interest and he expects that trend to follow among all
the other classes within the department.
Richard said the National Security Agency chose
LSU to pilot their new designation for their Centers of
Academic Excellence in Cyber Operations (CAECO).
He said LSU is the only university in the U.S. to be a
part of the pilot program, which will help the NSA test
new tools for CAECO.
Richard also said it opens opportunities for students
to pursue internships in CAECO. He said 96% of
students that take that internship started working for
the NSA after college.
“This should help LSU students compete in terms
of getting slots with that internship for the summer,”
Richard said.
Cybersecurity education doesn’t start in college;
it’s even more important in middle and high school,
Juana Moreno, professor in the physics and astronomy
department, said. They’ve been training teachers to
offer computer science classes in 24 parishes across
the state to follow Richard’s emphasis to “get students
interested early.”
“There are over 2,000 students in courses. This year
it’s going to double,” Moreno said. “Our goal was to
offer those courses and not only in the more affluent
schools.”
Richard said there’s a lot of value in getting students
interested early, and he wants more young people to
know they can pursue cybersecurity for their careers
because of the workforce gap in the cybersecurity
industry.
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More than 100 million pounds of crawfish are
harvested in Louisiana between March and June of
every year. The unique flavor, non-demanding growing
conditions and sustainability of crawfish caused the
expansion of aquaculture across the country. The
harvesting and sale of crawfish is now a multi-billion
dollar industry which requires technological evolution
to cope with the ever-increasing demand.
Spotting the need for new harvesting equipment,
six engineering students worked together to build a
robotic arm to automatically harvest crawfish from
their traps.
The robotic arm prototype can be stationed on the
side of the boat to grab the trap from the water, empty
the crawfish onto the boat, re-bait the trap and place it
back in the water.
“The arm is controlled remotely by a PlayStation
controller,” engineering senior David Vercher said.
“The operator must use the sticks on the controller to
position the claw. Once positioned the operator hits
the right trigger to close the claw and grip the trap,
then the operator only needs to press triangle. Triangle
triggers an automated sequence that lifts the trap out
of the water, dumps the crawfish, re-baits the trap, and
sets it back down into the water.”
The project was pitched and designed by LSU
Professor Chandra Theegala, who said the idea was
brought to his attention by J.B. Hanks, chairman of the
Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation’s Crawfish Advisory
Committee. The harvesting and baiting of crawfish

accounts for 50% of the total costs in the crawfish
industry. This huge cost also accounts for the intensive
labor and labor shortages within the industry.
“Unless we address the labor scenario, the crawfish
industry couldn’t expand further,” said Theegala. “That
is when I saw the similarities with the garbage trucks
with side-loader arms and how they addressed a similar
labor problem.”
This realization is how the idea of the robotic arm
crawfish harvester was born.
“We were then tasked with making it happen,”
Vercher said. “Each of us had individual attributes that
were essential to the design and building of the robotic
arm.”
With the successful invention of this mini
prototype, the creators hope for the development of
a field-ready robotic arm. The long-term goal is to
make a fully autonomous harvesting boat, according
to Theegala. If the plan is brought to fruition, the
autonomous harvesting boat would revolutionize the
crawfish industry.
“For this project, if we had not been limited by
COVID-19, I think it could have been improved,”
engineering senior Bryan Tassin said. “I believe that
being online for the first semester of senior design
really set us back and limited my group on what our
finished product would be, but overall I’m happy with
the outcome of the project and with how our team was
able to come together through this tough time and
create such an amazing product.”
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Creative minds that reside on LSU’s campus have a new
organization dedicated to promoting and celebrating their
work.
While LSU is constantly focused on athletic and
agricultural achievements, a group of LSU students eager
to highlight the creative talent on campus formed the
art collective, Project Innovate Studios. Founded and
directed by construction management sophomore, Zahir
Muhammad, the team is determined to make a creative
impact on LSU’s campus that will remain long after they
graduate.
“I feel like we have a lot of creativity at LSU, but we don’t
have an organization that binds it all together,” Muhammad
said.
“LSU has done a good job at housing creatives, giving us
a space to meet and connect, which is essential to be able
to develop ideas into something tangible. But I think it
can do a bit better in terms of giving a platform to portray
creativity on a wider scale.”
Muhammad and four other initial committee members
formed Project Innovate Studios to become the space and
blueprint that inspires creatives at LSU.
“We want them to see Project Innovate Studios as a
tangible option that students can be a part of for years to
come,” Muhammad expressed.
On Friday, the committee held a photoshoot that will
serve as the face of Project Innovate Studios. The shoot will
be released as a magazine during the first week of February,
in preparation for the Project Innovate Fashion Experience
that will take place on March 27.
“The Fashion Experience is really going to be the big
boom of this all,” Muhammad said. “The point of it being
called an experience and not a show is because art can
be portrayed in a variety of ways. Whether that’s through

music, clothes or poetry, we want to make it an experience
and not necessarily a traditional fashion show.”
There are currently 14 committee members, 12 of which
are current or past LSU students.
“Our committee members come from different
backgrounds,” Muhammad said. “We all have individual
styles, but we are one community. We wanted to portray
that in today’s shoot.”
Kennedy Cook, a nursing major, was one of the
founding members of Project Innovate Studios.
“Zahir and I are both sophomores, so it’s really
empowering being younger than others and taking on this
incredible task,” Cook said.
“It’s been amazing learning from everyone on the
committee and seeing all the creativity LSU students have
to offer.”
Ugo Njoku, a psychology and sociology senior, and
Project Innovate committee member, is also ready to
inspire younger LSU students—something he feels he
missed out on.
“When I first got to LSU, the creative bubble that there
is now didn’t exist,” he reflected. “Which is why I’m so
delighted to have Project Innovate Studios and The Social
Boot. I always say we are on this earth for two reasons: To
create and To experience. So it’s great to see my motivation
in life come to fruition.”
The first set of limited tickets for the Project Innovate
Fashion Experience will be released at the end of next
week at a discounted price. The large-ticket drop will
coincide with the magazine release date during the
first week of February. VIP tickets will be available for
purchase.
Follow Project Innovate Studios on Instagram:
@projectinnovatestudios

Photos by Matthew Perschall
171

Page by Gabe Henderson
Story by Gabby Jimenez
Photo courtesy of
Nexus Louisiana

ParkZen App

LSU professor Manos Chatzopoulos developed an app to
help students find parking on campus.
As an assistant professor of computational astrophysics,
Chatzopoulos has experience working with machine
learning, software engineering and data analysis. He
decided to use these skills to solve the ultimate problem:
campus parking.
“I’ve always been bothered by the time I spend driving
around the loop to find parking,” Chatzopoulos said.
“Bringing my data analysis and software background
into this, I thought it would be a good idea to create an
innovative solution that would help the community.”
The idea for a parking app came to fruition over the past
few years during the pandemic, when Chatzopoulos had
more free time at home. With this extra time, he was able
to refine the algorithm of the app, known as ParkZen, and
teach himself iOS development.
Chatzopoulos teamed up with computer science junior
Haron Temam, who helped with the app’s development
and optimization.
“It was two years of a lot of work,” Chatzopoulos said.
“To be able to calculate when parking becomes available
without having to bother the user… [we] spent hours and
days and miles driving around campus [to find] parking.”
When users enter campus, ParkZen processes motion
activity data. With its algorithm, the app can tell when
users are driving and when they are parked. ParkZen uses
this data to mark parking spots in real time and provide
turn-by-turn directions to available spots.
Chatzopoulos and Temam put measures in place to
maintain user privacy. ParkZen users have to have their
location always on for the app to work so the app knows
when people are approaching and leaving campus. ParkZen
does not track user identity or their cars.
Chatzopoulos hopes his app provides a more effective
solution not just for students, but for LSU Parking and
Transportation Services as well. With ParkZen, LSU can
better allocate their resources to improve parking.
With LSU Parking and Transportation Services and the
dean of the LSU Law Center, ParkZen did a soft launch in
January with the four parking lots around the Law Center.
The only advertising for the app was a promotional email
from the dean and app QR codes in the lots.
Chatzopoulos noticed a “spillover effect” when collecting
data from students. He says that students outside the law
school were beginning to take notice of the app, which
increased downloads.
Because ParkZen is based on smart crowd sourcing,
Chatzopoulos says the more people who use it, the better.
With more data, the app can more accurately show where

parking is available.
ParkZen did a full-scale launch on campus last Monday.
According to ParkZen’s Twitter page, they have already
surpassed 3,000 downloads in their first week.
Chatzopoulos says the app’s success wouldn’t be possible
without the help he received from LSU.
“It’s an effort LSU Parking and Transportation was
committed to — improving mobility and parking
experiences for students,” Chatzopoulos said. “I do want to
thank [LSU Parking and Transportation] for having trust
in homegrown technology built at LSU to try and help the
problem.”
ParkZen recently won a $100,000 investment from
Nexus Louisiana at Baton Rouge Entrepreneur week to
help improve the app.
Chatzopoulos hopes the app doesn’t just help with
parking, but with the environment too.
“People spend an average of 30% of their time in traffic
circling around the block… This 30% of time translates
to an added footprint in carbon dioxide emissions in the
atmosphere,” Chatzopoulos said. “Looking for parking
contributes to global warming.”
By minimizing the time people are searching for a
parking spot, Chatzopoulos believes the app can help
decrease these carbon dioxide emissions.
Despite living on campus, biology freshman Ella
Cochran has experienced problems finding parking.
“Parking on campus is the worst nightmare,” Cochran
said. “It’s so stressful — especially in the morning when
there’s commuter students on campus. An app like this was
definitely needed.”
Cochran initially found that the app was confusing.
“While I do like the interface, the lack of a guide makes
it difficult to drive around and use right away,” she said.
Cochran suggested the app could have a tutorial upon
download to make it more user-friendly. She also feels it
would be better if more people were also on the app so
more data would be available.
“It did direct me to where there was an open spot, but I
ended up choosing another spot that wasn’t documented on
the app,” Cochran said. “It’s a good starting point, and I do
think it’ll get better over time with more downloads.”
Chatzopoulos believes that ParkZen is a “team effort”
that he hopes to keep improving on over the years. He
hopes to expand to more universities in Louisiana and the
South and other organizations that have parking issues, like
sports stadiums and hospitals.
“This is going to be an ongoing effort, and we’re always
going to keep refining and adding more and more features,”
Chatzopoulos said.
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LSU Engineering is working on several research
projects involving 3D construction printing, one of
which is in partnership with NASA to help build bases
on the moon.
“We are working with a few NASA scientists to use
the material which is already available on the Moon
and Mars to turn these into printable construction
materials,” said Ali Kazemian, of LSU Bert S. Turner
Department of Construction Management who is
leading LSU’s 3D construction projects.
Kazemian’s projects are funded by the Louisiana
Space Grant Consortium and the Transportation
Consortium of South-Central States (U.S. Department
of Transportation).
By using a construction robot to harvest the
material already present on the moon and Mars,
NASA will be able to build infrastructure necessary for
sustaining life on the red planet and the moon more
efficiently and at a cheaper cost, such as landing pads,
habitats and research labs.
“Other proposals were basically about the idea of
shipping material from the Earth or shipping smaller
structures from the Earth and assembling them
together on the moon which is super expensive,”
Kazemian said. “It is estimated that shipping one
kilogram of material from the Earth would at least cost
$100,000.”
NASA hopes to use 3D printers to build structures
for their upcoming mission in 2024, “The Artemis
Mission,” which will aim to set up a permanent base on
the moon. The technology that Kazemian is working

on will assist in building these moon bases by lowering
costs substantially.
The prospects for 3D printing technology doesn’t
stop there. 3D printing can significantly reduce the
time and money required to build various structures
here on Earth.
“On average, it takes five to six months to build a
house, but with this technology we’re talking about a
few days,” Kazemian said.
This technology has numerous applications, such
as in disaster relief where 3D printed shelters can be
manufactured within hours and days for people who
have lost their homes. This technology can also be
used to build low-income housing at even cheaper
rates and with dramatically reduced construction
times.
There are still certain challenges that still need to be
overcome to see this technology used more widely in
construction, on Earth and beyond.
One of the largest barriers to the broader adoption
of concrete [3D printing] of civil infrastructure is the
difficulty of providing printed structural components
with reinforcement to achieve sound structural
performance, explained construction management
professor Gabriel Arce, who is working with Kazemian
and Professor Marwa Hassan to develop materials
and reinforcement techniques tailored to 3D printed
infrastructure.
Further research will still be required to see this
technology used in construction on Earth or in the
building of bases on the moon and Mars.
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A typical day in Semin Lee’s classroom looks quite
different from that of the average chemistry class.
Students aren’t examining models of molecules in a
textbook – they’re holding molecules in their hands,
expanding them to the size of a house, allowing them
to walk inside and examine its components, all with
the flick of a controller.
Lee, an assistant professor in LSU’s Department
of Chemistry, uses virtual reality in his upper-level
chemistry class to help students understand the
structure of molecules.
“In organic chemistry, the three-dimensional
structure of the molecule is very important,” Lee said.
“[Students] seem to like it a lot – it’s a totally new
experience. You look around, there’s a huge gigantic
molecule over there and you have the freedom to bring
it close to you, peek your head inside.”
Each of Lee’s PhD students in his CHEM 4561
class is given a VR headset to take home with them,
allowing them to interact with molecules on their own
time.
Students watch Lee’s virtual reality lectures in small
groups. Lee teaches the material while he manipulates
molecules, showing students what he’s talking about.
Students can pause the lecture at any time and
manipulate the molecules themselves, then hit play
and continue where he left off.
“It’s easier to see the interactions between molecules
if you’re able to touch and move them and put them
together, like Legos,” said Victoria Rittell, a chemistry
PhD student and one of Lee’s students.
Lee delivered lectures in VR when the university

went online due to the pandemic, allowing for more
of an in-person experience than Zoom was able to
provide. Lee has been using VR at LSU since 2017,
when he began teaching at the university.
In September 2020, Lee and his lab, the Lee Group,
received a three-year research grant from the National
Science foundation to explore better catalysts for
alkyne metathesis and explore virtual reality teaching
methods.
To arrange his VR simulations, Lee uses Nanome,
a software originally used for drug research, allowing
scientists to walk around inside molecules and see how
drug molecules would bind to different proteins.
Lee first became interested in using VR for teaching
purposes when he was completing a post-doctorate
at the University of Illinois. He attended an outreach
event that was using VR technology to get people
interested in chemistry.
“The demo they did was quite astonishing,” Lee
said. “They were able to walk inside proteins. Young
children came along, you can crawl inside molecules
and they seemed to have a lot of fun.”
Biochemistry senior and one of Lee’s students,
Caleb Lee said that learning chemistry in VR provides
all sorts of advantages, allowing students to see where
and how different molecules can bind with other
molecules.
“I think it’s a breakthrough because it’s fun and
it helps people who just can’t visualize as well to
visualize, and maybe they can use that to enhance their
visualization outside of VR,” Caleb Lee said.
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LSU on the Moon

LSU may be the first university in the world to land
technology on the moon next year as the U.S. returns
to the lunar surface again after 50 years.
The research mission, called Tiger Eye 1, aims to
take measurements of radiation in space and on the
moon. The technology will be onboard the IM-1
mission in early 2022, one of several commercial space
flights to bring technology to the moon ahead of the
Artemis mission scheduled for 2024, which aims to be
the first crewed lunar landing mission since Apollo 17
in 1972.
The Houston-based technology manufacturer
Intuitive Machines is the company that will be
providing the lunar lander containing the Tiger Eye,
and will be attached to a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.
“We will be not only the first institution to take
these types of measurements both on the way to the
moon and on the moon, we’ll be the first university to
just land something on the moon, period,” said Jacob
Miller, an electrical engineering senior and student
project manager of the Tiger Eye mission.
The Tiger Eye mission is being operated almost
entirely by LSU students from the SpaRTAN lab
(Space Radiation Transport and Applied Nuclear
Physics), focused on understanding the impact space
radiation has on both the health of human spaceflight
crews and the resilience of space vehicle hardware
systems.
Jeff Chancellor, an LSU physicist, oversees the
SpaRTAN lab and the Tiger Eye mission. Chancellor
worked for or with NASA for 25 years before coming to
LSU.

The radiation device works by tracking the amount
of ionizing radiation that gets deposited onto it. It
does this with a pixelated sensor acting sort of like a
telescope, providing data on radiation doses both in
space and on the moon.
“They need to know what the radiation levels
are because there’s only a certain level of radiation
people can be exposed to in space before it becomes
really dangerous,” said Emily Friedman, a mechanical
engineering sophomore who will be taking over as
student project manager.
This sort of data hasn’t been collected on the
moon before and will be crucial to understanding for
future crewed missions, especially if lunar bases are
established, to help safeguard the health and safety of
people on the moon.
“Once you’re successful at doing something this
difficult, you have a good track record. It’s not easy but
it makes it easier to propose and do additional work,”
Chancellor said.
The mission is currently scheduled for 2022, but
could be delayed due to the difficulty in organizing
and launching space missions, Chancellor said.
The work being done on this mission will help pave
the way for NASA’s Artemis mission, whose long-term
goal is to set up human habitation on the moon.
“I honestly never really expected to be doing
something like this whenever I started at LSU…
hopefully this opens the doors for it to be sort of
commonplace for students at LSU to get the chance to
work on stuff like this,” Miller said.
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Jeopardy!

When political science junior Stephen Privat got a text
from “Jeopardy!” asking if he would be available for a phone
call the following day, he thought it was a scam. But the
next day, he took the call with the show’s producers, who
confirmed he was in the final running to be a contestant on
his lifelong favorite game show.
“I wasn’t sure if it was real or not. Like, why would
you just send a text?” he laughed. “I had already kind of
forgotten that I had even applied for the show, so it was all
super sudden.”
Privat was one of 36 college students from across the
country competing in the “Jeopardy! National College
Championship,” which premiered Tuesday on ABC.
On Feb. 8, Privat won his section in the quarter-final
round of “Jeopardy! National College Championships.” His
victory advanced him to the semi-final.
Privat said since the announcement, he’s been flooded
with calls from friends and media hoping to hear if he won
the $250,000 cash prize.
The actual application and audition process for
“Jeopardy!” is surprisingly simple. It requires a 15-minute
test comprising 50 questions. If you do well enough, you
are invited back for two rounds of auditions, including a
mock game.
The most tedious part of the entire audition process,
Privat recalls, was the break between taking the first quiz
and finally being on the show. He took the first at-home
test in September 2020, and waited about 7 months before
coming to the competition as one of the only Louisiana
natives.
“At that point, I had even forgotten that I auditioned; I
was more worried about school and classes.”
In the months leading up to the competition, Privat
prepared for the show by binging past seasons, each time
using a pen as a makeshift buzzer to practice speedy
responses. He took history and geography quizzes, and
even recalled some of his classes at LSU being helpful in
remembering information.
“I was in a class about Alfred Hitchcock, and you never
know, there could have been a movie category that had a
question about that,” Privat said.
Privat believed Greek Mythology to be the category he
would be most successful in if he had freedom of choice,

crediting his knowledge to “Percy Jackson” books in his youth.
Rehearsing, Privat said, was a dramatic shift from
clicking his pen while watching episodes on the couch. Not
only did he have a bonafide buzzer, but was surrounded
by sound effects and studio lights as he grew comfortable
with the environment.
He expressed overall satisfaction with his experience on
the game show, especially in terms of feeling prepared to
be on stage. His favorite takeaway was the friendships he
formed with other contestants from across the country.
“Everyone there was really cool. It was a great
experience to meet them all,” Privat said. “We have a group
chat together. I hope we stay in touch.”
Privat said the “Jeopardy!” application process was
much less daunting than others would think, and that he
would be happy to see more LSU students try to get on the
show.
“It’s far less complicated than people think,” Privat said.
In the quarter-final round he went up against Ella
Feiner, a Princeton University senior and Jasmine
Manansala, a Rice University junior. After a tough game,
Privat won his round with $14,3000.
Privat said he is relieved that he can now discuss the
game with friends and family, after having to keep details
confidential for three months since filming in November.
“I’m bad at keeping secrets so it’s good to now be able to
openly talk about it,” Privat said.
Privat admits that he had forgotten how close the scores
were until re-watching the show last night with friends.
Re-watching the show also reminded him of a few tough
questions.
“The two questions that stood out to me were the daily
doubles back to back that I got both wrong. I lost a lot of
money. So at that point I was pretty nervous,” he said.
Despite a few stumpers, there were a few questions that
he was particularly happy with. His favorite question was
a Shakespeare one that he didn’t initially buzz fast enough
for. This worked out in his favor though, after Princeton’s
Feiner gave a wrong answer.
“I’m glad she buzzed her answer first,” Privat said. “I
was actually going to say Julius Caesar, but because she
got it wrong I was able to go with my backup answer that
ended up being right.”
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Every Sunday at midnight, a new episode of “Our
Moment: A Literary Podcast” is released, and Exquisite
Williams turns a new page with her book club.
Williams, an LSU senior majoring in
communication studies and English creative writing,
started the book club podcast as part of a new media
project for a screen arts class.
“It’s like halfway a school project and halfway a
passion project because I’ve always wanted to do it,”
Williams said.
A self-proclaimed reader by trade, Williams loves
talking about books. She finds it especially important
to uplift the voices of diverse characters, so she uses
her podcast to celebrate books that center characters of
color by authors of color.
“Reading is the first way a lot of kids learn about
the world — reading and TV — and if they learn by
reading experiences different from them, they can
sort of begin to empathize with those around them,”
Williams said. “It’s important, and if anybody will read
these books and develop more empathy for just a stage
in life that they’ve never had to deal with, then that’d
be great.”
For the first season of “Our Moment: A Literary
Podcast,” Williams is highlighting “Legendborn,”
a contemporary fantasy with a twist on Arthurian
legend written by Tracy Deonn. The book follows
Bree Matthews, a 16-year-old who recently lost her
mother in an accident. In an effort to find an escape,
Bree begins attending a residential program at the
University of North Carolina, but on her first night on
campus, she witnesses a magical attack.
“This book made me slow down, which is very rare,”
Williams said.
Since discovering “Legendborn” earlier this year,
Williams has read the book at least five times, and
she owns close to as many copies of it. She has digital
copies of the book on Audible and her Kindle, she
owns an unopened physical copy with the cover still
intact, and then there’s the copy she uses during her
podcast.
Dogeared, highlighted and full of notes written
in pen, Williams brings this copy with her to every
recording session in the Speakeasy sound booth in
LSU’s Communication across the Curriculum’s Studio

151.
Williams said when she sits down to record her
podcast, she pictures what her audience might be
doing while listening. She said a lot of unexpected
backend work goes into a podcast, like long hours of
editing.
For frontend preparation, Williams said she goes
with the flow. She thinks about her favorite scenes
from the book, the most important themes and how
they can apply to listeners in everyday life.
Williams also chairs an in-person book club with
the Ogden Honors College Black Honors Initiative.
The club is currently reading “Legendborn” as well, so
Williams draws on conversations and thoughts from
those meetings when she’s preparing to record.
Since not everyone can be in-person to talk about
books with her, Williams said doing another book
club over audio is a way to create shared, yet accessible
moments celebrating books and each other.
“We’re taking time together and it’s ‘Our Moment,’”
Williams said. “The reason that we have books is to
kind of explore or create these shared experiences.”
Williams has had listeners from all over the world,
including Germany, Jamaica and Spain. Jason Buch,
an LSU English professor who teaches Williams’ new
media class, is among “Our Moment’s” wide range of
listeners.
“Exquisite found a subject that excites her and that
she believes deserves a spotlight, and that enthusiasm
comes through in each episode,” Buch said. “It is also
a great way to combine traditional media and new
media, delivering the podcast through platforms like
YouTube or Spotify, while also encouraging reading
and exploring an author that her listeners might not
otherwise be exposed to.”
Highlighting authors who may not be getting
enough attention is one of Williams’ primary goals.
She seeks to find and explore authors whose writings
make up a new literary canon.
“My overarching goal is that people start engaging
with the book and start seeing that the only works of
literature are not just classics,” Williams said. “The
books we have now are also, like, important in regard
to what we read and how we see the world.”
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Cindy Smock, a popular evangelical Christian preacher
known as “Sister Cindy,” visited LSU’s Free Speech Alley
to encourage modest dress, abstinence from alcohol and
abstinence from premarital sex.
Smock has become a bit of a celebrity around American
universities. Videos of her preaching have gone viral on
TikTok and her appearance at LSU garnered a large, excited
crowd. TikToks of Smock preaching at universities have
garnered tens of millions of views. One of her at LSU this
past week already has 66,000 views.
Through Campus Ministry USA, Smock and her
husband, Jed, have been preaching at various American
universities, including LSU, for decades — though not with
the same level of fame Sister Cindy has attracted in recent
years.
A crowd had gathered in a circle for 20 minutes before
Smock arrived after seeing her Instagram story post saying
“HONOMO TIME @LSU 2/21-22 @Noon, Free Speech
Alley,” and abbreviation for “hoe no more.” Students roared
with cheer and applause as she walked up to begin her
preaching.
“There are still a lot of hoes here at Louisiana Slut
University,” said Smock to the crowd of about 150 students.
She would ask questions pertaining to the Bible, waiting
for students to shout out the right answer. The first student
to yell the answer would receive a button saying “Ho No
Mo,” sometimes even autographing the button and taking a
picture with the winner in front of the crowd.
“By the way, if you have class, skip it, and show your ‘Ho
No Mo’ button’ to your professor,” Smock said.
A focus of her beliefs center around what she calls “slut
shaming,” and she’d tell stories of her scandalous days in
college to serve as an example of what not to do. She also
believes in the existence of what she calls “vampire hoes”
that want to “suck the blood of Jesus right out of you.”
“Sister Cindy is now a gay icon,” Smock said, referring to
herself. “I love the gays, but not in a gay way.”
Fifty yards away from Smock sat Ivan Imes, an 81-yearold Christian who sits in a purple fold-up chair in Free
Speech Alley wearing a white T-shirt that says “Jesus Talk.”
He’s been talking to college students about Jesus for about
15 years.
“For some reason, they [the Smocks] believe that it’s their
calling to help people spiritually by engaging in some sort
of combative, argumentative sort of thing,” Imes said.
Unlike most preachers and religious missionaries who
visit campus, Imes believes in passive teaching and doesn’t
approach students, letting them notice his shirt and decide
whether or not they want to engage in discussion. He has
more students approach him when Smock visits.
“The numbers are generally a few more people because
they are upset or angry and want to diffuse themselves,”
Imes said.

The College of Democrats club tabled in Free Speech
Alley on Tuesday across from Smock. They usually have a
whiteboard sign with a political yes-or-no question written
on the front to engage students in friendly debate. That day,
their question was, “Should Sister Cindy get some bitches?”
Two marble jars sat on the club’s table, one marked “yes”
and the other “no,” in response to the question. Almost all
marbles were in the “yes” jar after one hour.
Economics freshman Page Gray, member of the club,
held up the sign. He says Smock laughed at the sign as
he held it up among the audience. He tried to get her to
autograph the whiteboard, but she declined.
“It was meant as a provocative question to get people
riled up, kind of the same way how Sister Cindy does it,”
Gray said.
Many students find Smock’s sermons entertaining and
funny, as she uses jarring language to draw crowds.
Electrical engineering junior Terrell Kimbeng
remembers when Sister Cindy visited campus a couple
years ago, and he said she was “clucking like a chicken”
then. Watching her visit campus now in 2022, Kimbeng still
believes she provides good entertainment.
“College gets stressful sometimes. That’s what the parade
ground is for: clowns. This’ll make us come to college more
because we want to see this stuff,” Kimbeng said.
He said his day was made from seeing the viral preacher,
and that he doesn’t miss a day of school so that he has
the opportunity to see all of the interesting events that
transpire across campus.
“They [the Smocks] should start charging tickets around
here,” Kimbeng said while pointing to the large crowd of
students.
Chemical engineering freshman William Guffey stood
watching Smock preaching for three hours, yet he believes
her teachings accomplish nothing, and only make people
want to “be hoes even more.”
“I think Cindy’s teachings are funny to listen to but
should not be taken to heart,” Guffey said. “I think she
preaches toxic masculinity and encourages women to be
very hidden with their personalities.”
Students like Guffey sat in the humid, hot weather for
hours to hear Smock speak. Guffey said he was “drenched
in sweat,” but enjoys the comedy that the preacher brings to
campus.
Biological science freshman Liz Diaz also doesn’t
believe Sister Cindy is effective in shifting students’ beliefs,
especially because she believes current college students are
part of a progressive generation.
“I think they’re extremely outdated. It seems like they’re
saying the most controversial things just to get a rise out of
people,” Diaz said.
Diaz says most religious people don’t agree with Sister
Cindy due to the extremity of her beliefs.
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Tens of thousands of Louisianans flocked to Baton
Rouge to see famous country singer Garth Brooks perform
in Tiger Stadium, a concert so groundbreaking that it
will likely go down as one of the greatest nights in Death
Valley’s history — after all, it already made history as the
second earthquake recorded by local seismographs just
from the yelling and cheering of fans in the stadium.
Louisiana natives and LSU students alike are no stranger
to his acclaimed music or cultural impact on the Red Stick
capital city. So when he announced his performance in
Tiger Stadium as part of his stadium tour last December,
over 100,000 tickets sold out in mere minutes, causing
attendance to rival even the most competitive football
games of the legendary 2019 season.
The concert was the biggest in the nation since the
start of COVID-19 and the second-largest stadium concert
in North American history, behind George Strait’s 2014
farewell concert at the AT&T Stadium in Dallas, Texas,
according to Brooks.
In layman’s terms, the hype for Brooks’ first performance
in Tiger Stadium was unreal.
“Paint your face, bring your helmet, and bring your
cup,” Brooks told reporters at a press conference Friday,
predicting Saturday’s concert would be the “largest honky
tonk.” Although he joked about how he could sell out a
crowd in minutes, he made sure to ask everyone’s name,
shake hands, and answer their questions sincerely.
Brooks said his favorite thing about Baton Rouge was
“getting to be home to see those faces… those familiar faces
made you kind of settle down and play.”
Saturday was a busy day for LSU’s campus before Brooks’
arrival — the university also hosted a baseball game, track
meet and softball game, all at the same time. Within hours
of the concert’s start, roads leading to campus were plagued
with bumper-to-bumper traffic as the masses migrated.
Brooks undoubtedly shut down South Baton Rouge for the
day.
By the concert’s start, the massive crowd’s enthusiasm
was sky high.
“I had never seen Tiger Stadium so packed or so loud.
My ears were ringing,” said graphic design senior Gillian
Reeves.
After opener Mitch Rossell performed, the lights
dimmed until an Amazon Music logo appeared on the
massive projectors above the center stage, where the
audience heard a voice announce, “Alexa, play Garth Brooks
in Baton Rouge.”
Moments later, the drum set in the center slowly rose
up, and Brooks shot out from underneath. The stadium
immediately erupted into ear-splitting applause as he
opened with “All Day Long.”
The concert could have lasted all night long and nobody
would have been disappointed in the slightest. Song after
song, Tiger Stadium was electric with the audience singing,
dancing and having the absolute time of their life while

Brooks ran around the stage like a madman, singing his
heart out.
“Oh, this is crazy. Are you kidding me?” Brooks asked the
biggest party in all of Louisiana on that Saturday night.
Early in the show, he jokingly had bet the audience
if they could beat him in loudness, to which they gladly
accepted. He commented on how much he loved that
everyone was “nuts in this house.”
Calling the 102,321 audience members nuts was an
understatement by the time Garth Brooks asked, much to
the audience’s delight, “Is it time?”
Then, the 1993 cover that forever changed the city
began. “Callin’ Baton Rouge” was by far the landmark
moment of the concert, causing fans to scream at the top of
their lungs and stomp their cowboy boots on the ground.
Brooks’ guitar fiddling soon caused the second
earthquake in Tiger Stadium’s history, which was recorded
by a nearby seismograph in Nicholson Hall. The first
earthquake was recorded in October 1988 during an LSU
football game against Auburn, when LSU scored a gamewinning touchdown with less than two points left in the
game and 79,000 fans cheered until the ground shook.
Garth ecstatically cried out “L-S-U” at the conclusion of
the song, and he, along with the stadium crowd, pumped
his fist into the air. Brooks, out of breath, explained why
singing “Callin’ Baton Rouge” at LSU meant so much to
him.
“That was better than I could have ever dreamed it’d
be,” Brooks said. “Thanks for letting us be a small piece of
thread in the family and the fabric of LSU Tigers’ Death
Valley.”
Though the Baton Rouge anthem wasn’t the final
song of the night. Afterward he offered phenomenal
performances of “Friends in Low Places” and “The Dance”
before the band departed and the country singer took song
requests for solo performances.
“I understand why you guys are national champions at
everything,” Brooks said in appreciation of the audience.
The band later returned, and Garth performed a showstopping duet of “Shallow” from “A Star Is Born” with his
wife, Trish Yearwood. Yearwood sang solo before leaving
with the rest of the band, but Garth decided to stick around
and sing a bit more with just his guitar.
The audience seemed intoxicated from the music by the
final song of the night, a cover of “American Pie” by Don
McLean. He stooped down to the front row and embraced a
young fan holding a sign saying, “six more rounds of chemo
to go, thank you for everything your music has done.”
“I have seen him in concert seven times, and this was
definitely the best concert of his I’ve been to,” chemical
engineering senior Carson McBroom said.
As the concert wrapped up and the never-ending Baton
Rouge traffic commenced once again, Brooks tweeted that
his LSU concert was “better than [his] wildest dreams.”
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A dead horse that I have and will continue to relentlessly
kick throughout my time as a columnist and beyond is that
the arts and humanities are owed much more of our time
and attention than we presently give them.
While our university’s love for sports is unparalleled, and
our administration never neglects a chance to boast about
the university’s latest accomplishments from the world of
STEM or business, the arts and humanities must contend
with scraps of tepid acknowledgement.
It is certainly not the case that there is nothing of value
happening in the arts on campus—countless students and
faculty from a variety of disciplines are doing spectacular
artistic work.
In fact, we received a much-appreciated reminder of this
just the other week.
Theatre performance senior Sophia Brazda wrote and
directed a dazzling honors thesis in the form of a play
entitled “GOD GUN!” Under the formal supervision of
theater professor John Fletcher, Brazda rounded up a team
of undergraduates, graduate students and alumni to build a
full-length production from the ground up.
The show follows the staff of The Columbus Post—
presumably a national newspaper comparable to The
Washington Post—as the world trembles in the grips of
cataclysmic occurrences some have confidently deemed
“the end times.”
However, opinion columnist and ex-seminarian Scott
Butler, played by senior Nicholas Russo, is not convinced.
In an article titled “Opinion: Global Phenomena Born of
Natural Causes,” he dismisses the public’s hysteria as mere
superstition.
Naturally, in a scene that any experienced opinion
columnist knows well, Butler is flooded with hate mail from
across the country.
Things crank up a notch near the end of the first act
when Jean, the office head of HR played by Arden Forrand,
brings Butler a special package from God Himself. Needless
to say, things spiral into hilarious absurdity from there.
There isn’t much I can say by way of summary after the
first act. In an experimental twist, the entire second act was
completely improvised, inevitably meaning that the ending

of every performance, and ultimately the way in which one
experienced every performance, was entirely unique.
This was undoubtedly the show’s most impressive feat.
Brazda, whom I was lucky enough to chat with after my
viewing of the show, plans on synthesizing the various
second acts into a fully cohesive “mega-act,” as she terms it,
that would take the best points from every performance.
The set design was effectively minimal. The entirety
of the show takes place in and around an office cubicle,
furnished solely by an empty desk, chair, office phone and,
occasionally, an outdated MacBook.
Interestingly, the famously sterile setting of a corporate
office evokes heightened feelings of both foreboding and
comedy that play off one another quite well throughout the
show.
The fact that the show presents us with, in one sense at
least, a vision of the apocalypse as seen from a cubicle is
quite funny. One cannot help but laugh as the mundane
world of HR and op-eds collides with the world of divine
destiny and celestial beings. It is the sort of absurdity that
might arise from a crossover between “The Office” and
Dante’s “Divine Comedy.”
However, there is also something unsettling about this
juxtaposition of the ordinary and supernatural. It quietly
invites a reflection on modern life and its divorce from the
spiritual. Brazda acknowledged this thematic exploration
by describing the play as “a love-letter to the recovering
Catholic, kids who grew up very religious and find
themselves adrift as adults.”
Needless to say, the show was a refreshing and muchneeded reminder of the artistic talent present on campus.
The university may not have widely publicized the
ingenious play, but luckily Brazda and the cast of “GOD
GUN!” did not need much help from the university to get
their show to the masses. They, a completely student-run
production, managed to sell out all five of their shows.
Perhaps I am understating the show’s potential as a mere
“reminder” of the artistic talent present on campus. It also a
brilliant model for talented students looking to capture the
attention of our largely philistine campus.
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Burial Ceremony
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After an LSU professor realized the Student Health
Center was built atop a cemetery for enslaved plantation
workers, he found himself a year later standing on the
SHC’s grounds reading the names of the people enslaved on
the plantation in 1837.
Geography professor Andrew Sluyter came to the
realization of the cemetery’s existence after going through
the university’s archives. He read the names before a crowd
on Thursday as part of the Libations Ceremony Program,
an event hosted by members of the Diversity Committee in
the School of Social Work.
Libations were done by Thomas Durant Jr., a past
director of LSU’s African and African American Studies.
He thanked the ancestors for the hardships they endured
and the sacrifices they made, the crowd echoing “àsẹ,”
which is an African word similar to the word “amen.”
“We honor our ancestors who were interred on this
very site,” Durant said. “We honor them because they are
deceased and thus we are the voices for them.”
Sluyter believes the ceremony allowed the community
to reconnect with the enslaved people buried on the SHC’s
grounds.
“A lot of us have worked on this campus for many years,
but never thought much about the people who worked on
this campus hundreds of years before that, many of them
enslaved,” Sluyter said.
Zach Tompkins, a university archivist, attended the
ceremony and said Sluyter completed the majority of his
research in the Hill Memorial Library using historical
records, particularly the Reveille archives.
Tompkins believes the faculty’s research provides an
exploration of ideas and brings light to the voices and

stories that would otherwise go unnoticed.
“To see an event like this where people come together
from on and off campus in the community--it’s an
inspiring thing and a uniquely LSU moment,” Tompkins
said.
Cassandra Chaney, the chair of the Diversity
Committee in the SSW, was the leading force in planning
the event.
“It meant so much to have everyone present,” Chaney
said. “It really did. And, I know the ancestors are just so
happy to see people of different races and of different ages
come together for this moment. This is the beautiful thing
to do, but it’s also the right thing to do.”
One of her favorite parts of the event was when Sluyter
read 32 of the names of the enslaved people who worked
on the plantation, potentially the same people buried on
the grounds. The names ranged from ages three to 55.
Chaney said she always tells her students that they’re more
than just names and ages.
Graduate student DeShara Doub also helped plan the
event. While she believes every element of the ceremony
was necessary, the reading of the names was very personal
to her.
“I think a lot of times, we could just think, ‘okay, oh,
it’s just a space, right?’ but putting a name to a space
is something,” Doub said. “I had to kind of gain my
composure back.”
Doub agrees with one point a speaker made about
placing a placard or cross in honor of the enslaved people
buried on the grounds. It’s absolutely necessary for people
passing through the space to know how significant its
history is, she said.

Photos by John Buzbee
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Yik Yak has taken LSU by storm and become the
new must-have app on campus.
Yik Yak, which relaunched this year after shutting
down in 2017, allows users to anonymously post
anything that comes into their heads. The posts are
only shared with those in a five–mile radius, making
content locally relevant. The anonymity and schoolspecific aspects of Yik Yak at LSU draw similarities to
“Gossip Girl,” a show where anonymous posts about
people and school activities create drama among
students.
The main features available to users are the ability
to upvote, downvote or comment on a post depending
on your reaction. This app can be used for pure
entertainment, as it allows people to post whatever
their heart desires.
“I think it’s hilarious, and it’s a fun way to joke
around with random people,” said psychology senior
Zoë Kim.
Being able to post whatever you want while staying
anonymous comes with a downside: since no one
knows users’ identity, some get a feeling of power that
they can say whatever they want, even if it will hurt
someone else. A lot of the comments can come off as
comical, but many comments feature vulgar language
and could possibly be hurtful.
Navy Coggins, a pre-med kinesiology junior, has
become familiar with the harmful side of Yik Yak.
Coggins downloaded the app due to its popularity but
then things soon turned ugly once he realized people
were posting about him.
“It was really weird to see hundreds of anonymous
people saying things about me on the app,” Said
Coggins on his experience. Anonymity breeds this
kind of behavior in people. It’s so easy to hide behind
a screen, and because messages aren’t tied to any
particular account, it allows people to say whatever
they want without the fear of repercussions.” Coggins
decided to take this opportunity to bring light to how
words can affect someone’s mental health.

“I was tired of people never taking into account how
their actions contribute to people’s depression, anxiety
and even potential suicide,” said Coggins.
After all of this happened, he decided to post on his
Instagram about how people should take into account
other people’s mental health when posting on social
media.
“I saw my post as an opportunity to finally show
people that what they’re saying on Yik Yak might not
be taken as a joke if they targeted the wrong person,”
said Coggins.
Many still enjoy using this app because a majority of
the post are harmless and are just there for everyone’s
entertainment.
“Personally, I think it’s really entertaining and
always gives me a good laugh. However, some of the
posts are a little harsh and it might make people feel
bad,” said kinesiology pre-pharmacy senior, Emma
Roehm.
Yik Yak can also be a quality, constantly updated
information source.
“The app manages to be chaotic, entertaining and
informative all at once,” said construction management
senior Jason Babb.
This app has the potential to be useful while still
being interesting because it gives you an entertaining
introduction to LSU; school has just begun, so some
tips have been posted for how to be a successful LSU
student. While these tips may have a funny twist to
them, they still provide insight on useful subjects.
Users of the app give reviews on courses, inform
students where to find cheap textbooks and give
updates for parking availability on campus, all of which
are helpful to students.
I am excited to see what happens with this app
throughout the school year. I wonder if it will blow up
like TikTok and become everyone’s gathering place for
entertainment and information, or if it will slowly fade
off and be a memory of the past.
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BeReal

A new social media app is spreading on college
campuses and looking to answer the question everyone
is asking: What are my friends doing on a random
Thursday afternoon?
The app is called BeReal. It’s a photo-sharing app
like Facebook or Instagram where users can upload
photos for their friends to see. Unlike other platforms,
BeReal encourages its users to share their lives in
real-time instead of with the planned and edited posts
often seen on other apps.
Though it launched in 2019, the app has only taken
off recently. At least 65% of its lifetime downloads have
taken place this year and the app’s monthly active users
have grown by 315% in 2022, according to Apptopia.
It has also become popular on other social media
platforms. The hashtag “bereal” has over 305 million
views on TikTok and many videos about BeReal can be
found on TikTok’s discover page.
Every day, users are notified at a random time that
it is time to “BeReal.” Users have two minutes to take
and share a photo. The app uses both the front and
back-facing camera to show both the person and what
they are doing. Users cannot browse through photos
until they have posted their own to prevent “lurking.”
The goal of BeReal is to get an authentic look into
someone’s life. There are no filters to cover up any
blemishes or bad lighting. So, if your hair is a mess
and you have not gotten out of bed yet, there is no

hiding it.
The appeal to many users is the intimacy of the
app. People’s feeds have not been overrun with
celebrities and brands.
Social feeds on BeReal are often filled with
mundane things such as doing homework, making
dinner or folding laundry. Limiting users to one post
a day also means there is not an overload of posts to
scroll through.
Users say that the app allows them to keep up with
friends whom they do not get to spend much time
with.
“Obviously I have friends that I get to talk to every
day and it’s cool to see what they’re doing,” Nico
Budde, a digital arts major, said. “But there are also
friends I don’t see that often and it’s nice to keep in
touch with them and see what they’re doing.”
BeReal does pose privacy concerns for some users.
The app automatically shares your location with your
post unless the setting is disabled. Posting every day
can also give the app and its users data on your habits
and location.
Despite privacy concerns, the app has continued to
become increasingly popular with college students.
“It’s no different from Snapchat,” anthropology
major Gracie Bass said. “The Snap Map lets people see
where I am already. I’m not really worried.”
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Gideon Fortune

Tilly Sipp

“Two fingers can fill the space between the treeline across the levee and the sun. It’s about 7 p.m.
The roach has been disposed of. The readings for
Dr. Young’s art history class have been skimmed.
The further from downtown, the quieter it is. This
weekend is nothing like last weekend but I don’t mind.
I wonder what will happen next weekend. The sun has
now set. The clouds turn pink for a few minutes. It’s
officially Saturday night in Baton Rouge. What’s next.”

“A perfect Louisiana Saturday night is one with drag.
Nothing does the trick better to help you forget the
mess that was your week like a good drag show. I think
I am at my peak happiness when I am in the presence
of drag queens. I’ve never been to a drag show and left
without a smile on my face. Not only are drag queens
putting in 100% with their costume and makeup,
but they are putting their bodies to work with every
performance. When the queens are working the room
well and the audience is full of energy, you just feel
at peace. Ideally the night would be finished off by
coming back to my apartment half asleep, taking off
my makeup, putting on pajamas, making a quesadilla
and falling asleep watching Parks and Rec. Perfection.”

Eddy Hage

Madison Heydari

“There is no better dinner than the sushi dinner. A
proper feast is all about the share-ability factor, and
each roll of fishy goodness is portioned perfectly for all
your friends (or foes). You can also just treat yourself
and eat some in a movie theater alone while watching
a mythical Viking ruin his life in an ill-fated attempt
at revenge. And, while you’re dreaming about what
could’ve been if you sacrificed your life for the glory of
Sigurðr ormr í auga, you can sip on some boba tea and
realize, maybe life in Baton Rouge isn’t so bad.”

“Baton Rouge is a city full of life, but this can be tiring
if you just need to decompress after a stressful week.
As a result, you may find yourself basking in the peace
and quiet of your own home on a Louisiana Saturday
Night. This is your chance to order that food you’ve
been craving from your favorite restaurant so you
can eat at home while you watch that one popular
Netflix series that you haven’t gotten around to yet. It
is important to take a break from the chaos and find
moments of peace in a lively place like Baton Rouge.”

Connor McLaughlin
“Saturday nights in Baton Rouge are for good films and
better food. The only problem that arises is what to
watch and where to eat. Which Blu-ray to play on my
PS5; which streaming service to boot up; is a trip to the
theater in tonight’s cards? A box combo from Canes
(no coleslaw, extra toast and sauce) or an order of Philly
cheesesteak egg rolls from Roul’s Deli down the street?
Maybe a large popcorn and Coke? Such small decisions
that make a big impact on how the weekend plays out.
But if you ask me, it doesn’t matter as long as I am in
the company of good friends, and that’s how I know
it’ll be an ideal Saturday night.”

Emma Jackimowicz
“I equate a Louisiana Saturday Night to spending time
with your friends and letting loose from the school
week. Whether that may be staying in and watching a
movie with some good snacks to going out to the bar,
there are a plethora of ways to spend your weekends.
Personally, I love a night where you can expect the
unexpected and explore something new. You can get
some late-night eats at staple places like Plucker’s or
Smalls Sliders, make no plans, and just let the day or
night take you. It’s most rewarding to try something
new, which is something I could encourage anyone to
do in their college years. It’s the time to venture out
into the unknown and do something different.”

197

College in your 30s

Page by Gabe Henderson
Story by Yesenia Medina
Photo by Chynna McClinton

As the school year comes to an end, it’s the start
of something new for graduating seniors. Some
have plans, and some may not; some may still be
figuring out what their next move is.
Many graduation college seniors are in their
early to late 20s. You never hear the story of those
in the 30s or beyond.
As freshmen, students usually feel excited, but
lost. Often, they are told they have time. As for me,
I returned to LSU in my late 20s in a pandemic.
Some say it was insane, but I knew I had to
come back to finish what I started. I initially
started my college career ten years ago as a science
major.
As I come close to ending my education at LSU,
I will be graduating in theatre as a first-generation
college grad. What caused the drastic change? Life
happened.
When I returned to complete my undergrad,
there was a choice I had to make. First, I had
to demote myself from a promising career that
supported me financially alone.
I’ve been working since I was 18, so I have
an idea of the workforce, networking, and
connections. I never had any breaks, nor any other
support. I decided to give up on what I’ve been
working on to focus on school.
As many know, school itself is a full-time job. In

returning to maintain any aid, I had to be a fulltime student. Although this decision was tough to
make, I was determined.
Second, I had to get back into the momentum
of studying. Now, I was a part-time student once, so
I knew it’d be difficult. I was not used to reviewing
for an exam covering nearly five chapters or doing
over 30-page readings overnight. It took me two
semesters to adjust to the college student lifestyle
again.
Without a doubt, I’ve been exhausted since
2020 (not including the pandemic). I was
considered an independent student. I supported
and financed myself. I worked summers, nights,
and weekends to compensate for hours throughout
the week. I saved on food, housing, and school
supplies to get by; I also got a dramatic pay cut. It
amazes me internships are unpaid and require so
much work. But I knew I had to do it.
As my time at LSU comes to an end, I would
not trade all the sacrifices I’ve made. I participated
in school activities, discovered talents I never knew
I had and published a few articles (18-year-old
me would have never guessed that). On top of all
that, I was on the President’s Honor Roll for three
semesters in a row. I hope my journey inspires
others and never underestimates themselves. If I
did it, everyone else can.
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No one tells you how difficult leaving college
is. The pressure is all on getting a job, maybe some
kind of graduate school and moving on to the next
chapter. But no one ever mentions how sad it is to
move on to that chapter.
Right now everyone is focused on job interviews
and final exams, but I am focused on spending
all the time I have left with my friends. College
friends become your family, in a way. You see them
every day for four years and maybe even live with
them, and then everyone goes to a different city.
Some are going to New Orleans, New York, Dallas,
Houston or Los Angeles. The odds that we will all
be in the same city at the same time ever again is
pretty low.
I like to call college the four-year paid vacation.
It is the only time in your life when you have
complete freedom with relatively few financial
struggles. Your only job is to make decent grades.
I never understood why people were sad to leave
high school. After high school, my next step was
planned. There was never a question for me that I

was going to college. And the odds were that I was
guaranteed to get into at least one school.
After college, nothing is guaranteed.
There is absolutely no guarantee that you will
get into graduate school, law school or medical
school. There is still no guarantee that you will
find a job that pays a decent salary.
A lot of us are on our own after college, but I for
one do not feel mature enough to be a full adult.
Sure, I’ve learned a lot, and I feel like I have some
of it down. I’m registered to vote. I know how to
pay bills. I can set up a wifi router. But I still don’t
know how to file taxes or even how to put together
my own bed.
As sad as I am to leave, moving on is inevitable.
I am thankful for the friends and memories I have
made here, and hopefully, the adult world is not as
miserable as I am imagining.
Freshmen and sophomores, life will never be
as easy as it is right now. Go out with your friends,
flirt with that person from your class and don’t get
absorbed in stress.

Photos by Julian Cooper
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Jack
“I started playing water polo in middle school when I lived in California. My
sister and I swam on the swim team, and one of her friends made a bet that if
she didn’t win a race that she would have to join the water polo team. She lost
the bet, and joined the water polo team. I was like I might as well try it too. It’s a
pretty fast paced game. You’re swimming back and forth all of the time, and also
people are trying to drown you! I definitely try to drown people, not maliciously
though. It’s just part of playing the game. I think it’s the most fun thing in the
world and I love it. The most challenging part of playing is knowing what’s
going on. The ball is always moving around, and you have to know not only
where your players are but also where the other team’s players are. The whole
speedo thing makes us look kind of weird, but it’s the best thing to wear in this
sport. My proudest moment from my water polo career is that one time I had to
wrestle a goalie to get the ball. It was a solid minute of us going back and forth. I
then dunked him without the ref knowing and scored. What separates the good
players from the great players is knowing where to put the ball. If you just shoot
all of the time, it’s selfish. If you know where to pass the ball, you’re good to go.
My advice for people is that if you can swim, you can play water polo. The LSU
Water Polo team is practicing right now for our game against Tulane. And hell
yeah, we’re going to win!”
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Jillian
“Business is involved with everything from hospitals to grocery stores. I’ve
worked with my friend who owns a boutique, and she manages inventory,
attracting customers and stuff like that. You have to move with the trends and
understand what people want. It’s about satisfying the customers. It’s important
to be a leader in business because you have to take initiative to figure out what
people want. You have to create value and purpose. You have to see what people
don’t have but what they want created or you have to make improvements to
things that help in the long run. Math is what helps me the most as a leader. It’s
weird but you have to understand how much profit you want to make, how many
expenses you have, how to invest and help your business grow. You might have
a huge business proposal, but you need money. If you’re running a hospital for
example, you need medicines and treatments to help people and that all costs
money. You have to know how to balance your money. I disagree with people
who think studying business is easy. The best business people and entrepreneurs
come from here. Anything has the potential to be hard, and business requires
a lot of work. Life is a big business! There are transactions all around us, and
there are people running all kinds of businesses. Everything needs order and
management. We need innovations and new ideas, and I feel like that comes
from the business world.”
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Levi
“LSU Young Life is a college Christian organization that brings people together
to connect, hangout, have fun, and talk about God through Bible studies. I was
big into it in high school, and I found out that they did it in college. It has helped
people grow as Christians in their faith in a college setting. You can become a
leader for other college students, for high school students, or for Capernaum. I
do Capernaum with a few of my friends. For Capernaum, we have fun, hangout,
eat food, and play music with people with special needs. They’re usually college
aged, a little bit older, or a little bit younger. As leaders for that, we help set up
games and activities to get to know them better. At the end of the day, we’ll do
a Bible story and let them know that they’re loved, and that we enjoy having a
good time with them. What drew me to this is that I have someone in my family
with Down syndrome, and I have been around people with special needs. I kind
of knew what it was like, and I thought Capernaum would be a good opportunity
to hangout and become friends with them. Sometimes, especially during Covid,
it can be really lonely for those guys since often they don’t get to go to school.
They’re kind of by themselves with their parents all day. It’s one of the only times
where they can hangout and have fun during the week. One thing I learned from
Capernaum and Young Life over the past year or so is that no matter what you
think about yourself or what you think you are capable of, you can do a lot. You
might not see yourself as the leading type or the type that can make a change,
but you’re always capable of doing more than you think you can. Especially with
Capernaum and Young Life, God can use you in special ways.”
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Nae
“Being the first in my family to come to college is the most meaningful thing
to me. It holds me to a high standard, and it motivates me to want to graduate.
No one in my family has done this, and I want to graduate and start a career.
I am really eager to join the medical field. My family has had a lot of medical
problems. Just seeing the doctors has inspired me. I’m a really caring and helpful
person so this would be good for me to do. I want to either be an anesthesiologist
or a surgeon. I want to be hands-on. I have to keep pushing for this goal because
there is going to be a good outcome in the end. Being a go-getter is important for
me. I was an all-around athlete in high school. I played volleyball, basketball, and
softball. Volleyball and softball were my favourites. They were neck and neck.
My favorite memory playing volleyball was when we became district champs.
It was a very intense game. I had to communicate with my teammates and be
positive to succeed. I was scared I was going to miss a serve, but I had to focus
and do what I would do in a normal game.”
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Sabra
“My grandma has influenced me the most in my life. I really respect how she
grew up through the most influential historical moments of the last century. She
was born in the thirties and went through the Great Depression. She talked about
how in some instances they were so poor that they ate dog food. All of the men
in her family were deployed in World War II. Her dad served in the Pacific, and
her uncle served on the beaches of Normandy. She also grew up when things
were segregated. She talked about seeing different restrooms and water fountains
and seeing the civil unrest of the ‘60s and the Kennedy assassination. She’s just
very fascinating to talk to. It makes me feel like I need to develop more grit. I feel
very blessed and privileged to be living in the times that we do. We don’t have to
be worried about being drafted for war. Certainly there are challenges like Covid
19, but I’ve never had to eat dog food or go through things like that. It’s made
me love history. I’ve been super interested in World War II history, United States
history, and European history. I love the Tudors. I think history is important to
know and understand so that we can learn from the mistakes of the past. It also
makes us appreciate the leaders, the times before us, and what’s led to where we
are today. People aren’t always completely present in the moment. I think to be
present in the moment you have to understand and appreciate how the past has
gotten us here. I think people can stay more engaged by putting their phones
down, looking around, smiling on campus, and saying hi to someone new. I like
to sit and read about history from time to time. I am a little bit of a nerd, but it is
surprising when people don’t know important people like Stalin and the horrific
things that happened or even understand some of the fundamental aspects that
make the American government unique.”
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Doreen

“You can call me Reeni! I’m very nice, but I’m kind of shy before you get to know
me. The biggest challenge that I face is myself. It’s either thinking negatively
or giving up easily. Normally, I don’t let other people get to me. To lift myself
up, I listen to music or talk to my sister. She gives me positive energy. I like a
lot of music especially in different languages such as Korean, English, Chinese
or Japanese. I enjoy listening to everything. The one singer that I can say
inspires me the most is Jill Scott. She’s a soul and R&B singer who tells stories.
I started off listening to music in different languages in middle school. My
sister introduced me to Korean music. I was like ‘wow, this is kind of weird and
different,’ but I really liked learning new languages. I had a gift for it, and I need
to get back to it. Spanish was my favorite to study. I took a few classes in high
school, but it got really hard. I’ve been meaning to get back at it. I really should!”
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Phillip
“I use my bike as my main source of transportation in and around campus.
Working on a bike isn’t that difficult. The issue I’m having is that I can’t shift the
front derailleur. It’s probably just an issue with the cable. There could be many
things that caused this. Perhaps it was just general use of the bike or something
hit it or the cable could just be dirty. LSU’s campus is so bike friendly. You know
how you’re supposed to walk with your bike through the quad, well what I love
about LSU is that no one cares. I just ride my bike through the quad. I take it
with me anywhere and everywhere. I haven’t seen anyone get hit yet with a bike,
but I’ve gotten in multiple close calls. I don’t do any tricks with my bike, but it’s
fun because I like to go fast. I just keep my two wheels planted all of the time.
Perhaps one day, I’ll get there. The bicycle is the ideal means of transportation
because you get to go long distances, and it’s also a very intimate feeling because
you’re so close to cars and people. It’s a very freeing experience. This bike over
here doesn’t have wheels or a seat. I feel like it’s a product of someone just
forgetting about it a long time ago. Someone else saw an opportunity to take a
few things from it like both the wheels and the seat. It’s a relic almost like an old
shipwreck. With some people, they might not want to deal with, in their mind,
the complex inner mechanics of riding a bicycle, or they might not have to go too
far, and they chose to ride a scooter. To me, the bike is very simple. The scooter
has its limits.”
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Chance

“I feel bad for thinking this is kind of funny, but this stood out from my
freshman year. My friend and I were working on the Elevate student government
campaign, and we were out in Free Speech Alley loading his truck up with a tent
and a few tables. My friend was responsible for collecting all of the things that
we needed to set up the campaign. This one time though, this dude, my friend
backed his truck up into Echo Circle. I hope this isn’t incriminating to him, but
he hit the circle. His truck was in the middle of the circle, but he was trying to
straighten it out a little bit. His bumper then caught the edge of the circle and he
just ripped it. There was just this tiny, tiny chip off of Echo Circle, but his bumper
was just destroyed! I felt bad but it was pretty funny. I was just kind of amazed. In
just one second, he ripped his bumper off by hitting the circle.”
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Preslie
“Student Success is an initiative started last Spring that’s meant to connect
students to the resources that we have around campus. Sometimes people are just
out of touch around campus, and they need a one-on-one personal connection
with another student for help. So we created the Student Success Help Desk, and
Student Success Coaches to help students become more acclimated to LSU. I
became involved after I got an email from LSU through Handshake. They were
asking for students who like helping people, and I was like, yes this is me and I
applied! Working Orientation, STRIPES, and Welcome Week over the summer
were my favorite things because we were doing that stuff online for so long and
we finally started to switch to in person activities. When we switched, I became a
lot closer to the rest of the staff and we’re all best friends now. I enjoyed the chaos
of trying to organize in-person events again too. It required people to step up as
leaders and people did. Everyone has their own piece of Student Success. What I
love the most about my role is getting to see other students fulfill their personal
goals. Watching them find their success within their first year is so rewarding. I
get to see people find who they are and find their home here on our campus. I
always tell people to get involved. I used to work three jobs my freshman year,
and I felt really disconnected watching all of my friends do other things around
campus. After that, I started joining clubs and getting leadership positions and
putting myself out there. Now I have a home here and it’s been an amazing
experience.”
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Haseeb
“I’m here representing Dance Marathon at LSU. We’re one of the largest student
run philanthropic organizations on campus. We’re out here to spread the love
and share our mission and passion with whoever we can and touch campus in
general. We do everything we can do for the kids. I actually organized my own
mini-marathon back home in Georgia. I lived ten minutes outside of UGA so I
was organizing it with their Miracle Network. I fell in love with the cause and the
Children’s Miracle Network as a whole. When I came here I knew being involved
with Dance Marathon was exactly what I wanted to do. I fortunately met a
resident assistant who was a leadership member and through them I became
more involved with the cause. This year we organized the Monster Dash fun run
to get all campus partners in the community together. We’ve had involvement
with running clubs, families that we’ve impacted, LSU Gymnastics, and the Phi
Mu sorority. A bunch of people are volunteering to raise awareness and grow
their personal connection to our community. We also planned to have a costume
competition. We got a couple of these inflatable tube man costumes to help with
our outreach around campus. I’m wearing this purple one and someone else
has a gold one, so we have a little rivalry going on. People can become involved
with our organization all throughout the year just by reaching out to us. Any
involvement directly benefits all of the kids, and their families greatly appreciate
people helping out.”
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Nariman
“This is Spot, and he is a robot dog. He can walk. He can run. He can dance, play
songs, and he can even take pictures or video. He can do everything! He was
designed by Boston Dynamics, and we have one of them in the Construction
Management Department at LSU. He’s part of my research. I am working to try
to make him fully autonomous because now he works under remote control.
I want him to be able to complete missions and actions by himself without an
operator. It’s a big challenge using the software services that we have to make it
autonomous. We have to understand how the software and mechanics work with
Spot. What he does will depend upon the mission that we assign for him, but he
will decide where to go and what to do! We will use route planning and mission
planning to have him autonomously navigate around campus. This will require a
lot of work. I want to be able to send him from my office to the department office
to complete a task and then to my advisor’s office to do something for them.
Then I want him to return back to my office at the PFT building.”
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Swati
“I am the President of the Bhakti Yoga Club. This club is about mantra and
musical meditation. It is the most powerful way to control your mind and your
senses. It’s a sublime way to find peace in this world because there are so many
things going on, and we need something that’s peaceful. It’s beneficial for
everyone not just yourself. This is what Bhakti Yoga Club is all about. That’s why
mantra meditation is something we do vocally not something we do silently. The
power of mantra meditation affects everyone around us. It’s a congregational
activity. The more people that are involved the more powerful it is, and more
people enjoy it. This is supported by authentic philosophy. I’ve been practicing
Bhakti Yoga since my childhood because of my parents. I am very thankful
for that and it’s taken me a while to understand what Bhakti Yoga is. It takes
a lifelong practice to fully understand because it’s about self-realization. Selfrealization is answering the questions who am I, what are my goals in life, why
am I suffering, why is someone else suffering, and how do we get out of that
suffering. If you understand that, you will have a very happy life. You can join us
by practicing the philosophy and by joining us through TigerLink.”
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Jackson
“I went to Baton Rouge High where they had a radio training program that had
two radio stations, an FM and an AM. There’s WBRH and also KBRH. I got
started with that when I entered the radio training program my junior year and I
got to go on air my senior year. I really enjoyed it, but I didn’t know if radio was
something I wanted to continue with moving forward. I did hear about KLSU
though, and it seemed like a great opportunity and something fun to do with my
time in college. I had my sights on it from the moment I started LSU, but initially
I was just trying to get the hang of college and then the pandemic happened. I
didn’t actually get to start doing it until the start of last semester, Fall of 2021,
because I had many online semesters. Once I got back on campus, I applied, got
accepted, and now I really enjoy it. It’s a great and unique opportunity to explore
music and the creative facets of that. There isn’t much else like KLSU in terms
of giving you a real working broadcast experience. It also helps with many things
outside of radio. You gain people skills and confidence with public speaking. It’s
hard to pin down one specific moment but there’s just something so nice about
going on air and getting a call from people telling you how much they appreciate
your show and how much it means to them. All of the people you meet and
the work environment is unlike any other I’ve been in. Everyone has unique
personalities and they’re all amicable. We all have the opportunity to share what
we’re passionate about and to grow and learn together.”
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Jonas
“I came over from the Philippines because I got this chance to study in the
United States. In the Philippines, I worked as a researcher, and in order to get
promoted, I needed to get a graduate degree. That’s what I am pursuing here. I
study plant diseases. My undergraduate research was in microbiology studying
fungi. My favorite disease that I’ve been researching is rice bacterial blight
disease. I’ve been working on this for about ten years now. This research is
important because as the years progress, our population is increasing. We have
to find ways to feed the increasing population. Studying crop diseases helps
farmers and producers to increase their harvests and to decrease their real and
financial losses due to the plant diseases. There are a lot of ways people can help
out without using biotechnology to contribute to the success of the agricultural
sector. For example, just like Covid, if we are aware of how to control the spread
of these plant diseases, we can help the farmers. There’s a law in the Philippines
that you can’t bring some plant materials when you come to the United States.
That prevents the plant diseases from spreading into different areas.”
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Maria
“Looking for sources and interviewing people is kind of all I ever do. I interview
people for about fifteen minutes. It takes a while to transcribe. I like to learn
about people’s stories and to learn more about what they do that I might not have
known about otherwise. I capture those stories and make them into nice little
things called packages. If anyone is interested in being a broadcast journalist,
go Tiger TV! That’s what I am doing this for. I didn’t always know I wanted to
do this. I started off as an International Studies major. Everyone told me that
it seemed like something I’d be interested in, but I eventually found my way to
broadcast journalism. My parents used to watch the five o’clock news everyday.
That’s also what kind of made me interested in it. Time management is one of
the biggest challenges because sources fall through all of the time. You have to
be able to work on your feet. My current story is due Tuesday, so I am very lucky
to have the interviews that I have scheduled for today and tomorrow. It’s nice to
work ahead of time. That makes my soul happy, but it doesn’t work out that way
sometimes. Today, I am covering a story about how local radio stations are doing.
They’re in a tight spot with streaming services that are emerging now. I want to
highlight that because there is a lot of talk among legislators to either protect
radio stations or to protect musicians. I’m going to get a student’s perspective
from a KLSU DJ and I’m also going to interview a director of KLSU.”
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Ben
“After my last swim meet senior year, I didn’t really know what I wanted to do.
I had done swimming for five years as my exclusive extracurricular. I didn’t
have a background in any other sports, but the one thing we always did besides
swimming was lifting weights. So when I got to college, I just kept working out.
I had only been lifting weights for about nine months and I was weak. I didn’t
know what to do or what was going on. I had no exposure to powerlifting, but
when I went to the UREC for this all access event, someone mentioned to
me that I should tryout for the powerlifting team. I made it which was really
surprising. To me powerlifting still isn’t really my main interest. I just really
enjoy the science of exercise, but now I’m the President of the LSU Powerlifting
Team. It’s a rewarding experience being the president of any club sport, but it’s
also super challenging. You have to deal with people with drastically different
motivation levels competing at drastically different levels of competition. You
also have an allocated budget. There’s a lot of juggling of different people’s wants
and wishes. That’s the hardest thing, the human side of it. You want to make
everyone happy but you can’t. I’ve learned a lot about hierarchies, organization,
and structure working with all of these different factors. Things pop up and you
just have to deal with it. This happens outside of any sort of time span you’re on.
It’s completely random. One of our biggest challenges right now is that we have
very different skill levels on the team. They have different needs, and they are
equally valid. Some people are picking up a bar for the first time and for others
it’s an integral part of their lives. I am looking forward to continuing to be a part
of the team this year. I think we have a really good chance at placing in the top
five. I want people to follow us, and we’re going to have tryouts in the fall. A huge
way people can support us is by reaching out.”
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Xavier
“A lot of what inspired my involvement here on campus is being a black student.
This whole idea of me coming to LSU wasn’t just big for me. It was big for my
family as a first generation college student. I can remember growing up with my
father being an LSU football fan, and it meant a lot to the both of us for me to be
here. At LSU, I’ve wanted to cultivate change among the students. That’s why I
joined Student Government and the NAACP. I want to let students know that their
voices can be heard. This campus is really big, but student input is really valued.
In my sophomore year, we developed a plan in order to increase the outreach
student government does to black student organizations. For example, I’m very
proud to see FLC, where many student leaders first enter student government,
become more diverse. The change you make here on campus is going to impact
the whole community. One of the biggest challenges with making campus more
diverse is student involvement. Many diverse students want to know what their
involvement can achieve. That’s where our job as members of student government
is to market what we do here. Another challenge that has improved a lot over
the years is working with the administration. The administration isn’t perfect,
but they’re always willing to listen to students. Restoring trust between students
and the administration is an ongoing mission because of LSU’s history. Diversity
is something you have to work on constantly. Another way I’m involved here
on campus is through my fraternity. Kappa Alpha Psi is the greatest fraternity
known to man. Our fundamental purpose is achievement in every field of human
endeavor. That’s not a goal to reach for, it’s a lifestyle. We really want to help
African Americans and men in general in the Baton Rouge community reach their
full potential. This is our first time back on campus in 11 years. Being part of The
Divine Nine across many HBCUs and colleges in general is really essential to the
black experience on college campuses. When I showed everyone I was a Kappa
Alpha Psi, people became very excited. We’re still very excited to see many other
organizations return to campus.”
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Alpha Epsilon Delta (AED) is Louisiana
State University’s pre-professional
health honor society dedicated to premedical students. AED serves as a student
organization to provide its members with
service opportunities in the Greater Baton
Rouge community and to expose them to a
wide variety of medical specialties. Our goal
is to help build successful medical school
applicants that are compassionate and
community focused.
AED holds meetings every two weeks
designed to expose students to career
options within the healthcare field. At
each meeting, guest speakers share their
experiences, advice, and guidance with our
members. These speakers include medical
students, residents, and physicians of
numerous specialties including cardiology,
internal medicine, and pediatrics.
In addition, we annually host our Dean’s
Convocation where the Deans of Admission
from both LSU medical schools speak on
what they look for in applicants. This event
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Alpha Epsilon Delta

allows our members to network and connect
with the Deans. We also host a Mock
Interview with one of the Deans to prepare
our members for the rigors of the interview
process.
We believe in the power of community
service as future medical professionals, so
we provide our members with numerous
opportunities to volunteer in the Greater
Baton Rouge Area and on LSU’s campus
including Hearts and Hooves, the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation, Mighty Moms, St.
Vincent de Paul, and the Greater Baton
Rouge Food Bank.
AED annually hosts our Miles for
Medicine community race to raise money
and awareness for our philanthropy, the Boys
and Girls Club of Metro Louisiana. This year
alone, AED raised two truckloads of supplies
for Nicholls State University Hurricane Ida
Relief, collected 1,002 pounds of food for
the LSU Food Pantry, and most recent raised
$11,880.28 for Dance Marathon!

Alpha Epsilon
Delta

Page by Gabe Henderson
Photos provided by AED

Photos provided by Camrynn Ponds

Camrynn Ponds and Aaliyah Edinburgh

Maia Trailer and President Tate

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated Eta Kappa Chapter was
spearheaded by Emma Dee Jenkins in 1971.
With help from the Gamma Eta Omega
Chapter in Baton Rouge, LA, a committee
of five was formed. In order to successfully
charter the sorority on campus, a colony
composed of undergraduate members
needed to be formed.
Paralee W. Byrd of the graduate chapter
(GEO) approached & initiated her daughter,
Alice Yvonne Byrd, on January 22, 1972, as a
general member.
From there, 14 like-minded women
were selected to join the colony. Together,
Fall 2020 Initiates

240

Alpha Kappa Alpha

the members engaged in multiple service
opportunities and study sessions. They also
underwent orientation sessions to learn
about the history of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated.
On December 2, 1972 a chartering
ceremony was held and 12 members of the
colony were officially initiated into Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated Eta
Kappa Chapter.
This is no surprise being that service is
the sole purpose of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated. We strive to be of
service to all mankind, which is why Eta
Kappa takes such pride in its volunteer work.
Fall 2021 Initiates

Alpha Kappa
Alpha

Page by Gabe Henderson
Info from Camrynn Ponds

Alpha Kappa Alpha

Spring 2019 Initiates

Alpha Kappa Alpha
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Kappa

Sorority

Alpha

Alpha

Alpha Kappa Alpha
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Alpha Phi

Delta Gamma

Alpha Delta Phi

Chi Omega

Sororities
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Kappa Kappa Gamma

Phi Mu

Delta Zeta

Kappa Delta

Sororities
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Kappa Alpha Theta

Pi Beta Phi

Zeta Tau Alpha

Sororities
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Graduates

abcdefghijklm
Amber Alford

Sierra Aragon

Annie Aucoin

Makayla Barber

Elise Broussard

Thomas Bryan

Frances Bryant

Kaelah Burgess

Ashton Cherizard

Joseph Chustz

Gabriela Coronel-Hernandez

Julia Dabdoub

Evan Fanguy

Aimee Fazzio

Caroline Fisackerly

Nicholas Fontenot
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Fall Graduates
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Jasmine Bledsoe

Jazzlynn Boyd

Naomi Boyd

Carrington Brignac

Noah Burns

Alaina Canaday

Kortney Canyon

Catherine Carpenter

Dylan Desroches

Marcelle Duffau-Bordelon

Abigail Duplantis

Aliha Encinia

Sophia Galbo

Daniel Garber

Lexi Gibbs

Audrey Green
Fall Graduates
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Abigail Gunby

Nathan Hodge

Jamal Holland

Jaden Jacobs

Bailey Landry

Maya Lastrapes

Fallon Ledoux

Destani Lee

Michael Martin

Kathiria Maunez-Mendoza

Rachel Miller

Ethan Nguyen

Zeno Price

Liliana Quezada

Andrew Richardson

Jaci Sander
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Fall Graduates
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Kaloni James

Madalynn Jarreau

Kristen Jarvis

Romon Joseph

Sami Lejune

Kanick Lewis III

Alisa Lytvyn

Christian Martin

Meaghan Novo

Abigail Ogunniran

Giac Pham

Brennan Poole

Matthew Savoy

Shelbie Schexnaydre

Kyle Sellers

Taliah Shinholster
Fall Graduates
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Carl St. Cyr

Kristen St. Cyr

Eric Stevens

Destiny Stuart

Christian Taulli

Javen Terrell

Katherine Toerner

Angel Upshaw

Roberto Urena-Sousa

Tina Vu

Stephen Waitz

Preston Wyatt

We hope you’re enjoying the yearbook! We’re sorry if your picture
is missing from the graduate photo section. The Gumbo Yearbook
and the Office of Student Media rely on obtaining these photo
through the university. The university in turn uses a third party
vendor for these photographs. While we ask for all photographs of
graduates from the fall and spring, we have no control over what
the vendors supply us with.
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Fall Graduates
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Hossam Abohamer

Bridget Adam

Ololade Adeola

Thani Al Suwaidi

Doug Allen

Kennedy Alphonso

Cassidy Altazin

John Altman

Maci Anderson

Dylan Annis

Saige Annison

Natalia Arce-Basante

Jocelyn Arce

Keighly Armand

Mauda Ash

Brittany Auzenne
Spring Graduates
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Jessica Bakalis

Matthew Barrack

Lacey Barthelemy

Alec Baudy

Matthew Bennett

Carson Bergeron

Susanne Besselman

William Black

Adam Bobbs

Morgan Bolinger

Piper Bordes

Alexis Borne-Hymel

Robert Boudreau

Javin Bowman

Tracy Boykins

Marlen Breve-Oyuela
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Spring Graduates
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Ben Brodnax

Jared Broussard

Sean Brown

Gian Bruno

Peter Bruno

Sarah Buckley

Amber Bui

Jonathan Bullock

Alejandro Burgos

Casey Butler

Darnevin Camille

DeShae Campbell

JaNiece Campbell

Marvin Carbajal

Mason Cardiff

Marcus Cepeda
Spring Graduates
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Brandon Chan

Jacob Chandler

Saad Chaudhary

Matthew Chauvin

Abigail Chenevert

Elizabeth Clements

Hylan Coffman

Joshua Colvin

Cade Comeaux

Camryn Cook

Michael Crick

Bryce Crier

Tierra Criff

Kolby Curry

Deventria Curtis

Helena Daniels
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Spring Graduates
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Preston Dantin

Abigail Davies

Richard Davis Jr.

Johnathan Davis

Kayla De Guzman

Gavin Debetaz

Christopher DeFelice

Thomas Derouen Jr.

Megan DeSopo

Jake Dixon

Brittany Doucette

Bryce Duhon

Tatjana Dunn

Camille Dupuis

Aliyah East

Aysa Edwards
Spring Graduates
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Jeremi Edwards

Katherine Elam

Ashley Evans

Hunter Faust

Hailey Fisher

Adam Forsythe

Cali Franklin

Camille Fruge

Andrea Fulson

Jarrod Gardiner

Nicolas Garon

William Gaspard

Jimmie Givens III

Christina Gonzales

Mariah Graham

Emily Gras
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Spring Graduates
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Camryn Green

Raegan Griffin

Wayne Guillot

Joshua Guitreau

Nadia Haik

Robert Haik

Markeria Hall

Nabil Hamideh

John Hand

Sarah Hanks

John Harrington

Abigail Haydel

Jessie Hayden

Jayla Hayes

Peyton Heap

Ethan Hebert
Spring Graduates
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Javin Hebert

Gabe Henderson

Andrea Hernandez-Irma

Luke Hightower

Lyly Hoang

Jordan Hollier

Madeline Holmes

Abigail Hoover

Tetyana Hoover

Stephanie Howell

David Hutton

Jaden Jacobs

Jadon James

Alexis Johnson

Nyah Johnson

Aaryana Jones
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Spring Graduates
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Codee Jones

Ethan Jones

William Jones

Matthew Jordan

Timothy Jordan

Wayne Juneau

Gurpreet Kaur

Tasia Kazi

Mehdi Khorram

Justin King

Kase Kolder

Stephanie Korle

Austin Lachney

Alexia LaGrone

Myia Landers

Connor Landry
Spring Graduates
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Sean Lane

Drew LaPorte

Alyssa Lastrapes

Kirby Lastrapes

Rachel Lautigar

Ethan Lauvray

Carlos Ledezma

Lorene LeDoux

Zachary Leno

Randy Lepretre

Walter Lewis Jr.

Akua Lewis

Darrius Lewis

Jessica Lin

Cassie Louque

Landon Louque
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Spring Graduates
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Angelica Lovell

Nylah Lowe

Denise Martinez

Hunter McCann

Keeley McCutcheon

Wyatt McFadden

Dylan McKeough

Michael McLaughlin

Samantha McNeese

Yesenia Medina

Ryan Meraux

Adrian Millan

Joshua Montes

Brady Moran

Grayce Mores

Shawn Mouch
Spring Graduates
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Jordan Mouton

Katherine Musso

Reagan Naghavi

Annamaria Nderimo

Kyron Neveaux

Kaleigh Nguyen

Taylor Nguyen

Lara Nicholson

Collin Nolan

Sydni Nolan

John O’Donovan

Austin Oliva

Lacie Olivier

Nicholas Olsen

Nicholas Orlando

Emily Otken

Spring Graduates
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Cody Pate

Marissa Peoples

Robert Perez

Taylor Perrodin

Collin Pertuit

Kendall Pierre Jr.

Jordan Plain

Camrynn Ponds

Brandon Price

Dylan Rader

Jordan Raffray

Alexandra Randazzo

Calder Reed

Mackenzie Roberie

Chase Robinson

Trinity Saltaformaggio
Spring Graduates
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Jazmin Samuel

Anacaren Sanchez

Maya Sanders

Alexis Sargent

Grant Saunders

Justin Savole

Olivia Scallan

Lauren Seroyer

Arzu Sevinc

Tashfia Shehzabin

Cody Silas

Kennedy Simon

Aaron Simoneaux

Jasmine Simpson

Elijah Smith

Raven Sparrow
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Spring Graduates
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Michelle Stutes

Julie Svec

Emily Swisher

Dylan Talbot

Javen Terrell

Alira Thomas

Sean Thomas

Kyana Thymes

Jeffrey Tobias

Alexis Toney

Christopher Toombs

Maia Trailer

Kim Tran

Michael Tran

Joshua Trisaputra

Erick Trotter
Spring Graduates
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Cetera Tuesno

Natalia Urrutia-Alvarez

Clay Valentino

RaShunda Veals

Calyx Verret

Brayden Veuleman

Sharae Vicknair

Jacob Villere

Vo Nhu

Elizabeth Volden

Charlisse Walters

Elizabeth Wangler

Donald Watkins

Christopher Wauldron

Danielle Wilcox

Oscar Williams Jr.
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Spring Graduates
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Alanna Williams

Bailey Williams

Johnny Williams

Melina Williams

Yareal Williams

Jordan Willis

Drake Wilson

Mackenzie Wilson

Markia Wilson

Sarah Wright

Miles Zietz

Daniel Zollinger

We hope you’re enjoying the yearbook! We’re sorry if your picture
is missing from the graduate photo section. The Gumbo Yearbook
and the Office of Student Media rely on obtaining these photo
through the university. The university in turn uses a third party
vendor for these photographs. While we ask for all photographs of
graduates from the fall and spring, we have no control over what
the vendors supply us with.
Spring Graduates
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Ads

Hannah,
We are so very proud of your accomplishments at
LSU! You have always been a shining star in our
eyes and we know you have a bright future as you
move to this next phase of life.
Love Purple, Live Gold!

HANNAH BROOKS
CORINN HOVIS
We are so proud of
you, Corinn! You
continue to amaze us
with your passion and
drive. Keep doing you
because great things
are in store for you.

“No matter where life takes
me, find me with a smile.”
-Mac Miller
“If it ain’t about the dream
then it ain’t about me.”
-Mac Miller
Graduated December 17, 2021

MARCELLE MARIE

DUFFAU-BORDELON

CRYSTAL COX
Fall 2021 - B.S. Child & Family Studies, Minor Sociology

We are so proud of your accomplishments and look forward to seeing what wonderful
things are in store for you. Go confidently in the direction of your dreams and live the
life you have always dreamed. We love you greatly! - Your proud and loving family.

From the first moment we officially met you,
we felt you would be simply amazing. You
have worked so hard, and you have managed to
exceed every expectation that we ever had for
you! We are grateful that you have positively
touched the lives of so many people (young and
old). May God continue to bless you and your
future endeavors. We Love You!
Congratulations, Graduate and Mr. President,
Javin Deshon Welch Bowman
Geaux Tiger!
Love Always,
Your Family

JAVIN BOWMAN

HYLAN
COFFMAN

Wish it, Dream it, Achieve it! We are proud
of every milestone. Today, as you graduate,
one chapter in your life has closed, and
another has begun. The future holds bright
for you, so take hold of your dreams, no
matter what . . . don’t let go. There will
be times when you feel overwhelmed, but
don’t give up, for nothing worth anything
comes without hard work and sacrifices.
We’ve guided and protected you as best
we could. Hylan now spread your wings
and fly, there is some pain in that. There
is also the wonderful sense of pride and
accomplishment of the young lady you have
become. We love you Sweetheart, May Gods
Love and Our love continue to cover and
protect you.
Love, Dad, Mom and Sissy

SIGMA ALPHA ZETA

LAND... ONE OF OUR MOST PRIZED POSSESSIONS
land \land\ (n): the surface of the earth that
is not covered by water.

source \sors\(n): a point of origin; a record,
as a book or document supplying primary or
first hand information.

LANDSOURCE understands the unique demands and time constraints of Architects,
Engineers, Attorneys, Contractors, and Developers involved in site investigation and land
development. Get your project off to a great start. Let us be your SOURCE for all your
surveying and land information needs.
6730 Exchequer Drive • Baton Rouge, LA • (225) 752-0995 • www.landsource.com

SIGMA GAMMA RHO

Student Media
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2021/22 LSU Gumbo Yearbook Staff
Editor-in-Chief: Gabe Henderson
Creative Designer: Nicole Jacobo
Content Director: Yesenia Medina
Copy Manager: Victoria Boone
Reporter: John Buzbee
Photographer: Georgia Jones
Photographer: Courtney Garrigan
Photographer: Chloe Kalmbach
Humans Reporter: Chris MacDowell
Ad Director: Tamia Southall
Marketing Director: Emilie Chenault
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Executive Staff
Station Manager: Erik Piccoli
Program Director: Claire-Scott Lynch
Chief Announcer: Emily Boudreaux
Production Director: David Robins
Music Director: Katherine Burke
Traffic Director: Bailey Karr
Promotions Director: Zane Piontek
Digital Director: Gianna Militana
News Director: Sierra Vanderhorst
Sports Director: Tyler Viso
Web Director: Nick Frewin
Executive Staff Assistants
Production Assistant: Olivia Varden
Music Assistant: Richard Haydel
Digital Assistant: Sofia Dupre
Music Writer: Indya Arwen Robinson
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Staff
Nia Sims
Rain Scott-Catoire
Maddison Jarveaux
Halli Barnes
Gabby Mejia
Jackson Blackmon
Kenzie Favaloro
Weekend
Devin Newton
Kamryn Magee
Lilianna Redlich
Jack Rittenbery
Melanie Jordan
Zia Tammami
Sierra Vanderhorst
Marianne Pineda
Logan Murphy
Julia Goodwin

Specialty Shows
Lara Nicholson
Jonah Webster
Hal Lambert
Jackie Johnson
Matt Dreher
Austyn Wood
Oluwadamilola
News Staff
Lucia Bralley
Sports Staff
Tyler Viso
Andre Champagne
Patricia Caputo
Raven Freeman

KLSU
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Editor-in-Chief: Lara Nicholson
News Editor: Josh Archote
Sports Editor: Joe Kehrli
Deputy Sports Editor: Peter Rauterkus
Multimedia Editor: Savanna Orgeron
Managing Editor: EnJanae’ Taylor
Opinion Editor: Claire Sullivan
Entertainment Editor: Gideon Fortune
Production Editor: Hannah Michel Hanks
Deputy News Editor: Darla Dardano
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The Reveille
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Photos provided by Tiger TV

Tiger TV took home five awards at the SPJ Region 12 Mark of
Excellence 2021 Awards! We’re so proud of our current and former
students that were finalists and winners.
Ally Kadlubar: Best TV Feature Reporting (Winner)
Kendall Duncan: Best TV Sports Reporting (Winner)
Jacob Cheatwood: Best TV General News Reporting (Winner)
Brooke Smith: Best TV In-Depth Reporting (Winner)
Bryce Johnson: Best All-Around Newscast (Winner)
Marissa Galatas: Best TV General News Reporting (Finalist)

Photos by Savanna Orgeron
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Tiger TV

Page by Gabe Henderson

While this page may seem like a simple closing to the 2021/22 Yearbook, it is more than that to me.
After two-and-a-half years at this wonderful university and the Gumbo, the time has come for me to
pass the torch onto the next generation of creative minds at LSU. It has been my honor and privilege
to represent my dream university over the last few semesters when helping to create the last three
books. I want to thank everybody who has assisted me along the way, but a few deserve more than a
simple thank you.
To the amazing coworkers I’ve had during my time at Student Media, none of this would have been
possible without any of you. Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication. To Catherine
Carpenter, I would not be where I am today if you hadn’t taken the chance and hired a transfer
student from Texas back in February of 2020, so thank you for giving me this opportunity. To John
Friscia, thank you for trusting me with this honor all of these years and helping me every step of the
way. It’s been a pleasure working alongside you and everyone else down in the basement of Hodges
Hall for the last 27 months.
In the end, I can only hope that y’all (the readers) have enjoyed the journey that the Gumbo takes
you on as much as I have this year. Forever LSU.
-Gabe Henderson, Editor-in-Chief

Photo by Matthew Perschall

GUMBO
2 0 2 2

